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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·10:30 a.m.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right, good

·4· ·morning, everybody.· Welcome to our regular

·5· ·Board meeting for June.

·6· · · · · · ·We’re in the home stretch here, heading

·7· ·towards the June 16th primary election, as well

·8· ·as the at-large seat.

·9· · · · · · ·My name is Gary Thompson, Chair of the

10· ·Board of Elections.

11· · · · · · ·I believe that Karyn Greenfield is

12· ·there, so together, we have a quorum.

13· · · · · · ·I do want to apologize, I can’t be

14· ·there in person today, sorry about that.

15· · · · · · ·Real quick, we’ve got a pretty

16· ·straightforward agenda, we’ve both looked at it

17· ·and I would move we adopt that agenda.

18· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor aye?

20· · · · · · ·(CHORUS OF AYE.)

21· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Also, we’ve looked at

22· ·the minutes from our May regular meeting and at
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·1· ·this time I move we adopt those minutes.

·2· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor, aye?

·4· · · · · · ·(CHORUS OF AYES)

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right, well, that

·6· ·was easy.

·7· · · · · · ·Turning next to our Executive

·8· ·Director’s report from Monica Evans.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. HOLMAN EVANS:· Thank you, Mr.

10· ·Chair.

11· · · · · · ·Good morning, the Executive Director

12· ·report for the month of May.

13· · · · · · ·Executive Director May engagement.

14· · · · · · ·During the month of May, I attended

15· ·several events to educate on ranked choice

16· ·voting, or RCV.

17· · · · · · ·I engaged in several radio appearances

18· ·on senior living on WOL 1450.

19· · · · · · ·I gave a presentation at the monthly

20· ·meeting of the Washington D.C. Chapter of Delta

21· ·Sigma Theta and attended an event at Regency

22· ·House in Ward 3.
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·1· · · · · · ·I also presented at a town hall

·2· ·sponsored by Councilmember Bonds at the

·3· ·Convention Center on May 23rd.

·4· · · · · · ·On Sunday, May 31st, I was the guest on

·5· ·Senator Michael Brown’s podcast, Shadow

·6· ·Politics.

·7· · · · · · ·The Agency’s budget oversight hearing

·8· ·was held on Friday, May 8th.

·9· · · · · · ·And finally, D.C. Board of Elections

10· ·was selected as a 2026 Power Partner Award

11· ·recipient by the Washington D.C. Alumni Chapter

12· ·of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated.

13· · · · · · ·The Power Partner Award honors an

14· ·active community partner whose vital role and

15· ·steadfast commitment to collaboration have

16· ·helped the Washington D.C. Alumni Chapter

17· ·effectively serve the community.

18· · · · · · ·Voter registration rolls.

19· · · · · · ·In May, the Board of Elections

20· ·registered 2,103 new voters and processed 5,103

21· ·registration changes.

22· · · · · · ·In total, we prepared 7,206 voter
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·1· ·registration cards to be mailed.

·2· · · · · · ·Additionally, 223 registered voters

·3· ·moved out of D.C., 266 voters canceled their

·4· ·D.C. registrations and registered with other

·5· ·jurisdictions, and 758 voters registered in D.C.

·6· ·after canceling their registrations in other

·7· ·states.

·8· · · · · · ·Online voter registration.

·9· · · · · · ·We are continuing to register voters

10· ·using our website portal.

11· · · · · · ·To date, we have processed over 112,197

12· ·applications using the portal.· These include

13· ·new voter registration and updates to current

14· ·registrations.

15· · · · · · ·Total non-citizen registration is

16· ·1,245.· We registered 73 new non-citizen voters

17· ·in May, and we are continuing our outreach in

18· ·D.C. communities to share information about non-

19· ·citizen voting in local elections.

20· · · · · · ·2026 election cycle planning.

21· · · · · · ·We are continuing to implement the

22· ·requirements of the Automatic Voter
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·1· ·Registration, or AVR Expansion Act, and we are

·2· ·maintaining a file of otherwise eligible voters

·3· ·who decline voter registration at the Department

·4· ·of Motor Vehicles.

·5· · · · · · ·We are also continuing to monitor

·6· ·legislation and court decisions that affect

·7· ·elections.

·8· · · · · · ·Ranked choice voting.

·9· · · · · · ·During the June 16 primary and special

10· ·elections, we are implementing ranked choice

11· ·voting, or RCV.

12· · · · · · ·We have developed informational

13· ·materials that are available on our website and

14· ·are available to our community partners.

15· · · · · · ·We have scheduled many virtual and in-

16· ·person outreach events.

17· · · · · · ·We have a video presentation and a lot

18· ·of informational materials.· All materials and

19· ·outreach events, including those specific to

20· ·RCV, can be found on our website.

21· · · · · · ·Vendor and partner coordination.

22· · · · · · ·BOE has been holding ongoing meetings
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·1· ·with our vendors and partners in preparation for

·2· ·the 2026 primary and special elections.

·3· · · · · · ·These discussions focus on confirming

·4· ·operational and technical requirements,

·5· ·reviewing project time lines, and ensuring all

·6· ·systems, services, and supporting activities

·7· ·remain in a state of readiness to support

·8· ·election operations.

·9· · · · · · ·The voter registration deadline for the

10· ·primary and special elections was May 26, 2026.

11· · Eligible residents must have completed and

12· ·submitted their voter registration by this date

13· ·to be eligible to participate in the upcoming

14· ·elections.

15· · · · · · ·Registration applications received

16· ·after this deadline will be processed after the

17· ·election.

18· · · · · · ·However, residents may still take

19· ·advantage of same day registration at vote

20· ·centers.

21· · · · · · ·Mail ballot requests deadline for non-

22· ·UOCAVA voters.
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·1· · · · · · ·The deadline for non-UOCAVA voters to

·2· ·request a mail ballot was Monday, June 1st,

·3· ·2026.

·4· · · · · · ·On May 4, 2026, BOE posted alphabetical

·5· ·lists of registered qualified electors at the

·6· ·main public library and each ward branch

·7· ·library, in accordance with D.C. official code.

·8· · · · · · ·On June 2nd, BOE posted the revised

·9· ·citywide list of registered qualified electors

10· ·at the main public library and in ward branch

11· ·libraries.

12· · · · · · ·Mail ballot drop box availability.

13· · · · · · ·From May 22nd through June 16th, 2026

14· ·at 8:00 p.m., the Board will provide 55 secure

15· ·mail ballot drop boxes for voters to return

16· ·their voter ballots.· The drop boxes are placed

17· ·across all eight wards.

18· · · · · · ·Voter Education and Outreach.

19· · · · · · ·During the month of May, the Voter

20· ·Education and Outreach Division participated in

21· ·98 outreach events on behalf of the Agency.

22· · · · · · ·Events included Riggs Park Day, the
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·1· ·Brooklyn Manor Town Hall meeting, and a

·2· ·Commission on Aging meeting.

·3· · · · · · ·We also continued our webinar series on

·4· ·ranked choice voting.

·5· · · · · · ·Election Worker Division.

·6· · · · · · ·The election worker training cycle has

·7· ·officially concluded after 11 weeks of classes.

·8· · · · · · ·We have trained 1,975 election workers.

·9· · · · · · ·The final training class took place on

10· ·May 31st as 20 high school students were

11· ·trained.

12· · · · · · ·All early voting and election day vote

13· ·centers are adequately staffed.

14· · · · · · ·Restore the vote.

15· · · · · · ·The Restore the Vote Division continues

16· ·to meet biweekly with the Department of

17· ·Corrections, or DOC, to plan for registration

18· ·events and the training of election workers to

19· ·operate early vote centers.

20· · · · · · ·The division will operate early vote

21· ·centers at the Department of Corrections three

22· ·days next week on June 9, 10 and 11.
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·1· · · · · · ·Last week, staff provided election

·2· ·worker training to 14 residents of the DOC who

·3· ·will work various positions within the vote

·4· ·centers.

·5· · · · · · ·The division continues work -- to work

·6· ·diligently to ensure all ballots reach residents

·7· ·and correctional facilities.

·8· · · · · · ·Vote center preparation.

·9· · · · · · ·We’re in the process of ensuring all

10· ·vote centers receive equipment and supplies for

11· ·early voting and Election Day voting.

12· · · · · · ·Early voting will occur from June 8th

13· ·through June 14th.· Twenty-five early vote

14· ·centers will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

15· · · · · · ·We will operate 75 vote centers on

16· ·Election Day, Tuesday, June 16th.· Election Day

17· ·vote centers will be open from 7:00 a.m. until

18· ·8:00 p.m.

19· · · · · · ·And that concludes my report.

20· · · · · · ·Thank you.

21· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right, thank you

22· ·very much.
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·1· · · · · · ·Moving on to General Counsel with Terri

·2· ·Stroud.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Good morning, thank you,

·4· ·Mr. Chair.

·5· · · · · · ·Before I begin my report, I wanted to

·6· ·acknowledge and introduce the Board’s summer

·7· ·2026 interns.· We have four college students and

·8· ·we will have three students from Georgetown Day

·9· ·School who will be joining us later this summer.

10· · · · · · ·Our -- we have Sloane Holder, who’s a

11· ·student at Columbia University.

12· · · · · · ·We have Bernardo Little, Jr. who’s a

13· ·student at Georgetown University with plans to

14· ·attend law school in the future.

15· · · · · · ·We have Ms. Sydney Mayes, who’s a

16· ·student at UNC Charlotte.

17· · · · · · ·And Mr. Ian Makle, who’s a student at

18· ·Morehouse, he’s not here today.

19· · · · · · ·But they are all here with us for the

20· ·summer and they will be helping out with the

21· ·election cycle and with helping out the various

22· ·divisions achieve very important tasks that must
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·1· ·be completed for the election cycle.

·2· · · · · · ·The GDS students who are coming later

·3· ·are Alexandria Hughes, Jilly Lyons, and Sabine

·4· ·Wood.

·5· · · · · · ·So, I just wanted to introduce them to

·6· ·the Board and staff and to thank them in advance

·7· ·for all the hard work they’re going to be doing

·8· ·for us this summer.

·9· · · · · · ·The first item on my agenda is the

10· ·rulemaking, the final rulemaking to Title 3 of

11· ·the DC Municipal Regulations.· They are

12· ·amendments to Chapters 7, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16,

13· ·17, and 99.

14· · · · · · ·This is a final rulemaking to Title 3

15· ·that would finalize the third revised rulemaking

16· ·that was published in the DC Register on April

17· ·10th, which established regulations consistent

18· ·with various provisions of the Ranked Choice

19· ·Voting and Open the Primary Elections to

20· ·Independent Voters Act of 2024 and the Petition

21· ·Administration Clarification Emergency Amendment

22· ·Act of 2026.
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·1· · · · · · ·It clarified aspects of the nominating

·2· ·petition and ballot access measure processing

·3· ·procedures and established how write-in rankings

·4· ·will be adjudicated in the context of RCV

·5· ·contests.

·6· · · · · · ·The Board took emergency and proposed

·7· ·rulemaking action with respect to this

·8· ·rulemaking on April 1st and the associated

·9· ·notice was published in the DC Register on April

10· ·10th at 73 DCR 5968.

11· · · · · · ·We received no written comments on the

12· ·rulemaking during the public comment period, and

13· ·so now I would ask for a motion to submit the

14· ·final version of this rulemaking to the Office

15· ·of Documents and Administrative Issuances so

16· ·that it’s published in the June 12th edition of

17· ·the DC Register.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The Chair so moves.

19· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

20· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: Okay.

21· · · · · · ·And we’ll take a roll call vote with

22· ·respect to that.
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·1· · · · · · ·Mr. Chair?

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: Aye.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: Member Greenfield?

·4· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: And with that, we will be

·6· ·submitting the final version of the rulemaking

·7· ·to ODAI.

·8· · · · · · ·The next item on my agenda is

·9· ·enforcement hearings, and we have five matters

10· ·in the matters of Allison Bass, Cara Shockley,

11· ·Terrell Dance, Jenefer Ellingston, and Desdemona

12· ·Harris.

13· · · · · · ·By way of background, all five of these

14· ·matters originated from a voter participation

15· ·project report issued by the Election

16· ·Registration Information Center.

17· · · · · · ·The ERIC report flagged certain

18· ·individuals as possible double voters in the

19· ·2024 general election, which prompted the Office

20· ·of the General Counsel to conduct investigations

21· ·that gathered additional voting and signature

22· ·evidence.
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·1· · · · · · ·Four of the five matters involved

·2· ·evidence of voting in both D.C. and another

·3· ·jurisdiction, namely Maryland for three of them

·4· ·and Georgia for one of them.

·5· · · · · · ·The Bass matter ultimately concerned

·6· ·the inadvertent casting of another voter’s mail

·7· ·ballot rather than double voting.

·8· · · · · · ·The applicable legal framework is the

·9· ·same across all matters, D.C. Official Code

10· ·Section 1-1001.09(g)(1), prohibits people from

11· ·voting twice in an election.

12· · · · · · ·1-1001.14 makes it a criminal offense

13· ·to vote or make false representations as to

14· ·voting qualifications, including that a person

15· ·may not claim voting residence or the right to

16· ·vote in another state.

17· · · · · · ·D.C. Official Code 1-1001.14

18· ·additionally prohibits fraudulent ballot casting

19· ·and, of course, federal law independently

20· ·prohibits double voting in federal elections.

21· · · · · · ·And I will let our staff attorney, Ms.

22· ·Christine Pembroke, go into more depth with
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·1· ·respect to these matters.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· Thank you, General

·3· ·Counsel.

·4· · · · · · ·So, the first matter to be addressed on

·5· ·the agenda is Allison Bass.

·6· · · · · · ·In this matter, we became aware through

·7· ·the ERIC report described by the General Counsel

·8· ·that a ballot had been cast in the same voter’s

·9· ·name in both D.C. and in Maryland in the 2024

10· ·general election.

11· · · · · · ·Because that was evidence of possible

12· ·illegal voting, the Board staff reviewed the

13· ·mail ballot return envelope for the ballot that

14· ·was cast in D.C.

15· · · · · · ·And when they looked at that, they saw

16· ·that the ballot return envelope bore a legible

17· ·signature for someone other than the voter to

18· ·whom the ballot was issued.

19· · · · · · ·We were able to identify that third

20· ·party as Alison Bass, a voter residing at the

21· ·same address to which the ballot was sent.

22· · · · · · ·The matter was then turned over to the
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·1· ·Office of General Counsel for investigation and

·2· ·OGC made multiple attempts to contact Ms. Bass.

·3· · · · · · ·Eventually, correspondence from OGC

·4· ·reached her and she promptly called and emailed

·5· ·OGC.

·6· · · · · · ·On May 28th, 2026, Ms. Bass and her

·7· ·attorney attended a pre-hearing conference

·8· ·before OGC.

·9· · · · · · ·Ms. Bass cooperated fully with the

10· ·Office of General Counsel and entered into a

11· ·stipulated agreement.

12· · · · · · ·By that agreement, Ms. Bass

13· ·acknowledged that she inadvertently cast a mail

14· ·ballot issued to another voter.

15· · · · · · ·She provided credible information that

16· ·showed she was unaware that the ballot that she

17· ·had received at her home in fact bore the name

18· ·of another voter, and that she did not intend to

19· ·vote another person’s ballot.

20· · · · · · ·Under the stipulation, the General

21· ·Counsel has agreed to cap her recommendation as

22· ·to the specified civil fine level in this matter
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·1· ·at $100.

·2· · · · · · ·OGC is asking that the Board accept the

·3· ·stipulation into the record.

·4· · · · · · ·And I would also note that I can see

·5· ·Ms. Bass is here.

·6· · · · · · ·I don’t know if her attorney is on the

·7· ·-- in the meeting, I can’t see his email, but I

·8· ·can’t see the entire list.

·9· · · · · · ·So, he might want to raise his hand if

10· ·he’s here.

11· · · · · · ·He did tell me that he had another

12· ·court matter that might conflict with his

13· ·ability to attend.

14· · · · · · ·And with that, I would just reiterate

15· ·that we’re asking the Board accept the

16· ·stipulation into the record.

17· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· We see a hand raised.

18· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE: Okay.

19· · · · · · ·PARTICIPANT: I’m Mr. Cooper Smith’s

20· ·intern, he’s the attorney representing Ms. Bass.

21· · · · · · ·He’s currently at a hearing that’s

22· ·scheduled to end around 11:00 a.m.· He could
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·1· ·have some comments around then, if that is okay.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· I don’t know that it’s

·3· ·necessary to continue the matter to 11:00 a.m.,

·4· ·but I defer to the Board Chair on that.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· I mean, would counsel

·6· ·question our adoption of a stipulation or is

·7· ·that in doubt?

·8· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· I think the question was

·9· ·for you, the intern for the counsel for Ms.

10· ·Bass.

11· · · · · · ·Is there any issue with the proposed

12· ·stipulation?· I’m assuming not because Ms. Bass

13· ·signed it.

14· · · · · · ·PARTICIPANT: No, not that I heard of.

15· · · · · · ·He just -- all he told me to say was

16· ·just that he was in a scheduled hearing and was

17· ·not able to be here at this moment.

18· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.

19· · · · · · ·And Ms. Bass, would you like to say

20· ·something for the record with respect to the

21· ·stipulation?

22· · · · · · ·MS. BASS:· Sure, can you hear me?
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Yes.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. BASS:· I just wanted to reiterate,

·3· ·I thought it was my ballot.· I never would have

·4· ·mailed it if I knew it was someone else’s ballot

·5· ·and I apologize.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you for that, Ms.

·7· ·Bass.

·8· · · · · · ·And Mr. Chair or Ms. Greenfield, do you

·9· ·have any questions?

10· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· No.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The stipulation is

12· ·signed at this time, I move that we adopt the

13· ·stipulation.

14· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I would second.

15· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.

16· · · · · · ·And we’ll take a roll call vote with

17· ·respect to that.

18· · · · · · ·Mr. Chair?

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

20· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

21· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.
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·1· · · · · · ·And with that, the stipulation is

·2· ·accepted and the -- Ms. Bass is fined $100 and

·3· ·we will not refer this matter to the Office of

·4· ·the Attorney General.

·5· · · · · · ·And that concludes this matter.

·6· · · · · · ·Thank you, Ms. Bass.

·7· · · · · · ·MS. BASS:· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· The next matter involves

·9· ·Cara Shockley.

10· · · · · · ·Again, this came to our attention

11· ·because of the ERIC report.

12· · · · · · ·And that report showed that a ballot

13· ·had been cast in Cara Shockley’s name in the

14· ·D.C. 2024 general election and in the 2024

15· ·general election in Georgia.

16· · · · · · ·Notably, the ballot return envelope for

17· ·the D.C. mail ballot issued to Ms. Shockley had

18· ·a handwritten name that was consistent with the

19· ·name of Cara Shockley and the signature

20· ·associated with the 2024 Georgia ballot, which

21· ·consisted of only a last name, matched other

22· ·last name signature samples on file for Ms.
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·1· ·Shockley.

·2· · · · · · ·As a result of this evidence, an

·3· ·investigation was opened by the Office of

·4· ·General Counsel.

·5· · · · · · ·On February 27, OGC sent Ms. Shockley

·6· ·notice that there would be a pre-hearing

·7· ·conference before that office on May 16th, 2026.

·8· · · · · · ·The notice was sent to the email and

·9· ·D.C. residential addresses in the D.C. voter

10· ·file for Ms. Shockley.

11· · · · · · ·The email did not bounce back and the

12· ·hard copy notice was not returned by the U.S.

13· ·Postal Service.

14· · · · · · ·Ms. Shockley did not appear at the

15· ·March 16th pre-hearing conference.

16· · · · · · ·Ms. Shockley was then sent notice that

17· ·on June 3rd, the Board would hear the General

18· ·Counsel’s recommendation as to enforcement

19· ·action that the Board should take against her.

20· · · · · · ·I have not heard from Ms. Shockley.

21· · · · · · ·In support of the General Counsel’s

22· ·recommendation of enforcement action in this
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·1· ·matter, OGC is requesting that the Board accept

·2· ·into evidence the signature material that was

·3· ·provided to the Board documenting the signatures

·4· ·that I just documenting the signatures that I

·5· ·just described.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: So accepted.

·7· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· I guess at this point,

·8· ·the General Counsel could make a recommendation.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Yes, my recommendation

10· ·would be that this matter be referred to the

11· ·Office of the Attorney General for further

12· ·investigation and possible prosecution, subject

13· ·to a delay in referring to allow the parties to

14· ·seek reconsideration under 3 DCMR Section 429.

15· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you.

16· · · · · · ·Chair so moves to adopt Counsel’s

17· ·recommendation.

18· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

19· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: And we’ll take a roll call

20· ·vote with respect to that.

21· · · · · · ·Mr. Chair?

22· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: Member Greenfield?

·2· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: Aye.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: And with that, this matter

·4· ·will be referred to the Office of the Attorney

·5· ·General subject to the target’s ability to seek

·6· ·reconsideration before the Board.

·7· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· The next matter is

·8· ·Terrell Dance.

·9· · · · · · ·Again, this came to our attention as a

10· ·result of the ERIC report, which showed that a

11· ·ballot was passed in the name of Terrell Dance

12· ·in the D.C. 2024 general election, and that a

13· ·ballot was cast in the name of Terrell Dance in

14· ·the 2024 general election in Maryland.

15· · · · · · ·Notably, the ballot return envelope for

16· ·the D.C. mail ballot issued to Mr. Dance had a

17· ·handwritten name that was consistent with the

18· ·name Rell Dance, and the signature associated

19· ·with the 2024 Maryland ballot consisted of only

20· ·Rell, and the signatures matched.

21· · · · · · ·Based on this evidence, an

22· ·investigation was opened by the Office of
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·1· ·General Counsel.

·2· · · · · · ·On November 14th, 2025, OGC sent Mr.

·3· ·Dance notice that there would be a pre-hearing

·4· ·conference before that office on December 5th,

·5· ·2025.

·6· · · · · · ·The notice was sent to the available

·7· ·email and residential addresses for Mr. Dance.

·8· · · · · · ·The email did not bounce back and the

·9· ·hard copy notices were not returned by the U.S.

10· ·Postal Service.

11· · · · · · ·Mr. Dance did not appear at the

12· ·December 5th pre-hearing conference.

13· · · · · · ·Mr. Dance was then sent notice that, on

14· ·June 3rd, the Board would hear the General

15· ·Counsel’s recommendation as to enforcement

16· ·action that the Board should take against him.

17· · · · · · ·The mail sent to Mr. Dance’s Maryland

18· ·address was just returned as undeliverable.

19· · · · · · ·Mr. Dance has not responded and I have

20· ·not heard from him.

21· · · · · · ·Again, in support of the General

22· ·Counsel’s recommendation in this matter, OGC is
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·1· ·requesting that the Board accept the signature

·2· ·evidence provided to the Board previously into

·3· ·the record.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you, the Board

·5· ·accepts it.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· And with that, I would

·7· ·ask General Counsel to make a recommendation.

·8· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And my recommendation with

·9· ·respect to this matter would be the same as in

10· ·the previous matter, that this matter be

11· ·referred to the Office of the Attorney General

12· ·for further investigation and possible

13· ·prosecution subject to the delay in referring to

14· ·allow the parties to seek reconsideration under

15· ·3 DCMR 429.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you.

17· · · · · · ·The Chair so moves to refer the matter.

18· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

19· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: And with that, we’ll take a

20· ·roll call vote.

21· · · · · · ·Mr. Chair?

22· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: Member Greenfield?

·2· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: Aye.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: And it has been moved, and

·4· ·the Board has moved that we refer this matter

·5· ·subject to the ability to seek reconsideration.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE: The next matter is

·7· ·Jenefer Ellingston.

·8· · · · · · ·Again, this was the result of the ERIC

·9· ·report showing that Ms. Ellingston had voted in

10· ·the D.C. 2024 general election and in the 2024

11· ·general election in Maryland.

12· · · · · · ·The evidence consisted of a poll pad

13· ·signature associated with the D.C. in-person

14· ·ballot issued to Ms. Ellingston that bore a

15· ·decipherable name of Jenefer Ellingston, and a

16· ·signature associated with the 2024 GE Maryland

17· ·ballot that was also decipherable as Jenefer

18· ·Ellingston.

19· · · · · · ·Despite the signatures being produced

20· ·on different media, they had similarities.

21· · · · · · ·On November 14th, 2025, OGC sent Ms.

22· ·Ellingston notice that there would be a pre-
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·1· ·hearing conference before that office on

·2· ·December 5th.

·3· · · · · · ·The notice was sent to available email

·4· ·and residential addresses for Ms. Ellingston.

·5· · · · · · ·The email did not bounce back and the

·6· ·hard copy notices were not returned by the U.S.

·7· ·Postal Service.

·8· · · · · · ·Ms. Ellingston did not appear at the

·9· ·December 5th, 2025 pre-hearing conference.

10· · · · · · ·She was then sent notice that, on June

11· ·3rd, the Board would hear the General Counsel’s

12· ·recommendation as to enforcement action that the

13· ·Board would take against her.

14· · · · · · ·To date, I have not heard from Ms.

15· ·Ellingston.

16· · · · · · ·OGC is requesting, again, that the

17· ·Board accept into the record the evidence

18· ·indicating that Ms. Ellingston voted twice in

19· ·the 2024 general election.

20· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And I recommend that this

21· ·matter be referred to the OAG for further

22· ·investigation and possible prosecution subject
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·1· ·to a delay to allow the target to seek

·2· ·reconsideration before the Board under 3 DCMR

·3· ·429.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · ·The Chair so moves.

·6· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: Second.

·7· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· We’ll take a roll call

·8· ·vote.

·9· · · · · · ·Mr. Chair?

10· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

11· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: Member Greenfield?

12· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: Aye.

13· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: And with that, the matter

14· ·will be referred subject to the ability of the

15· ·-- subject to the delay that would allow the

16· ·target to seek reconsideration in accordance

17· ·with 3 DCMR 429.

18· · · · · · ·And the final matter is in the matter

19· ·of Desdemona Harris.

20· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE: Yes, and again, we have

21· ·evidence that, in the 2024 general election, Ms.

22· ·Harris voted twice.
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·1· · · · · · ·She -- and in fact, the signatures are

·2· ·an exact match for her in-person vote in D.C.

·3· ·and on the voter authorization card for her

·4· ·Maryland ballot.

·5· · · · · · ·On November 3rd, OGC sent Ms. Harris

·6· ·notice that there would be a pre-hearing

·7· ·conference before that office on November 17th.

·8· · · · · · ·The notice was sent to available

·9· ·residential addresses for Ms. Harris.

10· · · · · · ·The notices were not returned by the

11· ·U.S. Postal Service.

12· · · · · · ·Ms. Harris did not appear at the

13· ·November 17th pre-hearing conference.

14· · · · · · ·Ms. Harris was sent notice that, on

15· ·June 3rd, 2026, the Board would hear the General

16· ·Counsel’s recommendation as to enforcement

17· ·action that the Board should take against her.

18· · · · · · ·She has not responded.

19· · · · · · ·Again, I’m asking that the Board accept

20· ·into the record the signature evidence showing

21· ·that Ms. Harris voted twice in the 2024 general

22· ·election.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· I recommend that this

·2· ·matter be referred to the OAG for potential --

·3· ·for investigation and potential prosecution

·4· ·subject to the delay to allow the target to seek

·5· ·reconsideration before the Board in accordance

·6· ·with 3 DCMR 429.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you, the Chair

·8· ·so moves.

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: I second.

10· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· We’ll take a roll call

11· ·vote.

12· · · · · · ·Mr. Chair?

13· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: Aye.

14· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: Member Greenfield?

15· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: Aye.

16· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: And with that this matter

17· ·will be referred to the OAG subject to the delay

18· ·that would allow the target to seek

19· ·reconsideration before the Board.

20· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD: That concludes the referral

21· ·matters of the enforcement matters.

22· · · · · · ·And the final item on my agenda is
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·1· ·litigation status where I’ll report out on the

·2· ·active cases before -- that the Board is

·3· ·involved in.

·4· · · · · · ·The first is Hall vs. the Board.

·5· · · · · · ·This is a remand from an appeal where -

·6· ·- of a June 20, 2025 D.C. Circuit reversal of

·7· ·the U.S. District Court’s denial on the basis of

·8· ·standing of a challenge to legislation allowing

·9· ·non-citizens to vote in local elections.

10· · · · · · ·There’s been no change in the status of

11· ·this case since the last report.

12· · · · · · ·The next matter is Wilson vs. Muriel

13· ·Bowser, et al., including the Board, that’s in

14· ·the D.C. Superior Court.

15· · · · · · ·This was a challenge to the Board’s

16· ·finding that Initiative 83 met proper subject

17· ·requirements and its formulations of the

18· ·measure.

19· · · · · · ·We were scheduled to have a hearing in

20· ·this matter on June 12th, but on yesterday, the

21· ·Court issued an order that granted the

22· ·Defendant’s motion to strike, denied the
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·1· ·Defendant’s motion to expedite as moot, granted

·2· ·Defendant’s motion for judgment on the

·3· ·pleadings, granted Intervener Defendant’s motion

·4· ·for summary judgment, vacated all future

·5· ·hearings, and ordered the case closed.

·6· · · · · · ·The next matter is Long vs. the Board.

·7· · There has been no change in the status of this

·8· ·case since the last report.

·9· · · · · · ·The next matter is the U.S. Department

10· ·of Justice vs. Monica Evans.· We are waiting for

11· ·the Court to decide this matter.

12· · · · · · ·The next matter is Guggenmos vs. the

13· ·Board.

14· · · · · · ·This was a challenge to the Board’s

15· ·decision finding that Initiative Measure Number

16· ·87 met proper subject requirements and its

17· ·adoption of that measure’s formulation.

18· · · · · · ·On May 19th, the parties filed

19· ·dispositive motions in accordance with the

20· ·adopted litigation schedule, and the Board

21· ·requested that the Court take judicial notice of

22· ·the record.
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·1· · · · · · ·On May 21st, the Court denied

·2· ·Plaintiff’s May 4th request for discovery.

·3· · · · · · ·The Court also denied the Board’s May

·4· ·19th motion for judicial notice because the

·5· ·Court may already consider the Agency record

·6· ·that the Board filed on April 28th for purposes

·7· ·of its dispositive motion.

·8· · · · · · ·On June 2nd, the parties' oppositions

·9· ·to the pending dispositive motions were filed

10· ·and replies to those oppositions are due next

11· ·Tuesday, June 9th.

12· · · · · · ·The final matter is Douglass vs. the

13· ·Board, this is in D.C. Superior Court.

14· · · · · · ·This is a challenge to the Board’s

15· ·decision finding that Initiative Measure Number

16· ·88 met proper subject requirements and its

17· ·adoption of that measure’s formulations.

18· · · · · · ·This complaint was filed on May 22nd.

19· · · · · · ·The Court has set an initial hearing

20· ·date of August 28th.

21· · · · · · ·On June 2nd, we entered a notice of

22· ·appearance in the matter.
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·1· · · · · · ·And on June 3rd, we filed the record in

·2· ·the matter and the certification thereof.

·3· · · · · · ·That concludes the litigation status

·4· ·and my report in its entirety.

·5· · · · · · ·I’m happy to answer any questions the

·6· ·Board might have at this time.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· I haven’t studied it

·8· ·closely, but it looks like yesterday’s ruling in

·9· ·Wilson vs. Bowser granted our motion for

10· ·judgment on the pleadings, specifically on the

11· ·point that we correctly determined that

12· ·Initiative 83 was, quote, proper subject matter.

13· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· That is correct.

14· · · · · · ·And in doing so, the Court did construe

15· ·the motion for judgment on the pleadings as a

16· ·motion for summary of judgment and granted that

17· ·as well as the Intervenor Defendant’s motion for

18· ·summary judgment.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Right.

20· · · · · · ·And I see that the Court went through

21· ·all the arguments that were presented to us.

22· · · · · · ·I can’t even remember what it was a
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·1· ·long time ago under the Home Rule Act and the

·2· ·First Amendment and D.C. Human Rights Act, et

·3· ·cetera, went through all those arguments

·4· ·upholding our findings.

·5· · · · · · ·This is a Superior Court ruling, so I

·6· ·guess they have an opportunity to appeal.

·7· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Yes, within 30 days of the

·8· ·Court’s order.

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Is there any other

10· ·pending litigation regarding Initiative 83?

11· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· No, there isn’t.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: Okay.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · ·I think with that we’ll turn to our

14· ·campaign finance report from Cecily Collier-

15· ·Montgomery.

16· · · · · · ·MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY:· Good morning.

17· · · · · · ·For the record, the full report of the

18· ·activity of the Agency for the month of May 2026

19· ·will be posted at the OCF website,

20· ·www.ocf.dc.gov, before the close of business

21· ·today.

22· · · · · · ·And I will, at this time, highlight a
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·1· ·few items of interest for the public.

·2· · · · · · ·First, on May 8th, 2026, I presented

·3· ·testimony before the Council's Committee on

·4· ·Executive Administration and Labor on the

·5· ·proposed fiscal year 2027 budget request for the

·6· ·Office of Campaign Finance.

·7· · · · · · ·In our Fair Elections Program Division,

·8· ·I would note with respect to the 2026 election

·9· ·cycle, as of this date, there are 20 certified

10· ·participating candidates in the Fair Elections

11· ·Program.

12· · · · · · ·And the Agency has authorized the

13· ·disbursement of the total sum of $9,429,119.53

14· ·from the Fair Election Fund and base amount and

15· ·matching payments to the candidates who have

16· ·been certified in the program.

17· · · · · · ·For the 2026 election cycle for a

18· ·member of the Council at-large, as of this date,

19· ·there are three certified participating

20· ·candidates in the Fair Elections Program.

21· · · · · · ·And the Agency has authorized the

22· ·disbursement of the total sum of $415,206.15
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·1· ·from the Fair Elections Fund and base amount and

·2· ·matching payments to the candidates, again, who

·3· ·are certified to participate in the special

·4· ·election.

·5· · · · · · ·During the month of May 2026, there

·6· ·were also 38 disbursements authorized of public

·7· ·funds.

·8· · · · · · ·And the list of the disbursements is

·9· ·available in our report which, again, will be

10· ·posted at close of business today.

11· · · · · · ·The Fair Elections Program also

12· ·reviewed 87 amended reports of receipts and

13· ·expenditures, and as a result of that review,

14· ·issued 25 requests for additional information.

15· · · · · · ·As far as the ongoing 2020, 2022, 2024,

16· ·and 2025 post-election full field audits, they

17· ·are listed in the OCF report.

18· · · · · · ·I would point out that, during the

19· ·month of May, the Fair Elections Program issued

20· ·one preliminary audit findings report and one

21· ·final audit report.

22· · · · · · ·And those are the Sheila Bunn Principal
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·1· ·Campaign Committee, post-election preliminary

·2· ·audit report which was issued on May the 26th

·3· ·2026.

·4· · · · · · ·And that report pertains to the

·5· ·candidate’s participation in the 2025 special

·6· ·election cycle.

·7· · · · · · ·The Monica Palacio for City Council

·8· ·Principal Campaign Committee post-election final

·9· ·compliance audit report was issued on May the

10· ·26th.

11· · · · · · ·And the candidate was a participant in

12· ·the 2022 election cycle.

13· · · · · · ·The final audit report is available at

14· ·our website for review by members of the public.

15· · · · · · ·In our Public Information and Records

16· ·Management Division, during the month of May,

17· ·there was one report date for the filing of

18· ·reports of receipts and expenditures, and that

19· ·was May 10th, 2026.

20· · · · · · ·And the reports were due by the Active

21· ·Fair Election Candidate Committee.

22· · · · · · ·And that is basically, the candidates
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·1· ·who are participating in the 2026 election

·2· ·cycle.

·3· · · · · · ·With respect to the financial reports

·4· ·that were filed, the images of the reports are

·5· ·available at our website for review by members

·6· ·of the public.

·7· · · · · · ·And the report also provides the status

·8· ·of the financial reports which were due on that

·9· ·date, the number that were filed and the number

10· ·of late filings, as well as the number of

11· ·reports which were not filed.

12· · · · · · ·For the candidates and committees who

13· ·are participating in the 2026 election cycle, in

14· ·the Traditional Campaign Finance Program, there

15· ·are a total of 164 candidates who have

16· ·registered.

17· · · · · · ·And 158 of those candidates have an

18· ·active status.

19· · · · · · ·During the month of May, the following

20· ·new registration occurred.· In the June 16th

21· ·2026 primary election for the Office of Mayor,

22· ·the candidate, Anthony Muhammad, who’s the
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·1· ·write-in candidate, registered on May the 13th

·2· ·2026.

·3· · · · · · ·In the Fair Elections Program, there

·4· ·are currently 59 candidates, 41 of those

·5· ·candidates are active who have registered to

·6· ·participate in the program.

·7· · · · · · ·For the month of May, the list of

·8· ·candidates in new registrations are as follows.

·9· · · · · · ·For the November 3, 2026 general

10· ·election, for the Office of State Board of

11· ·Education member from Ward 1, the candidate Ben

12· ·Williams registered on May 26th, 2026.

13· · · · · · ·There was also one initiative committee

14· ·registration for the month of May.· The

15· ·committee Housing D.C.’s Future, treasurer David

16· ·Lewis, registered on the May 26th, 2026.

17· · · · · · ·The Division referred 11 committees to

18· ·the OCF Office of the General Counsel for the

19· ·failure to timely file the May 10th report of

20· ·receipts and expenditures, and the names of

21· ·those committees and the treasurers are listed

22· ·in the report.
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·1· · · · · · ·Last, there were five candidates and

·2· ·treasurers who completed the OCF Entrance

·3· ·Conference for May 2026, and those were Rami

·4· ·Chalabi, Rami for D.C. Treasurer, Thomas P.

·5· ·Daley, DC Association of Realtors PAC Treasurer,

·6· ·Lindsay McFarland, Affordable Future D.C., and

·7· ·that’s an Independent Expenditure Committee, and

·8· ·that is the Treasurer, Thomas P. Daley, D.C.

·9· ·Association of Realtors, Independent Expenditure

10· ·Committee, and the treasurer is Thomas P. Daley,

11· ·Laura Kraft, Washington Forward Political Action

12· ·Committee, and the treasurer is Laura Kraft.

13· · · · · · ·In the Traditional Campaign Finance

14· ·Program during the month of May, there were 25

15· ·desk reviews of financial reports which have

16· ·been filed in the Traditional Program and nine

17· ·requests for additional information were issued

18· ·as a result of the review of those reports.

19· · · · · · ·Also, as far as audits which were

20· ·issued, we have one audit which was issued, that

21· ·was for the Bike Walk and Bus Political Action

22· ·Committee.
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·1· · · · · · ·The final compliance audit of the

·2· ·January 31st, 2026 report of receipts and

·3· ·expenditures of the committee and the audit

·4· ·report was issued on May the 22nd.

·5· · · · · · ·There’s one ongoing audit in the

·6· ·Traditional Program and that is in the

·7· ·Constituent Services Program.

·8· · · · · · ·It was the random periodic audit of the

·9· ·January 1st, 2026 report which was filed by

10· ·Felder's Fund for Citizen Service.· The audit is

11· ·in progress.

12· · · · · · ·The audit field work has been completed

13· ·and the preliminary draft statement of findings

14· ·was issued on May the 22nd.

15· · · · · · ·Before the General Counsel for the

16· ·Agency gives his report, I would just like to

17· ·acknowledge on the record that the Agency did

18· ·receive training on the ranked voting as well as

19· ·on the calculation of the votes from the Board.

20· · · · · · ·And I would like to thank Monica for

21· ·that training.

22· · · · · · ·And also I would just like to
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·1· ·acknowledge that your staff is tremendous and,

·2· ·as a result of the training, we all have a

·3· ·better understanding of the process, and that

·4· ·certainly was important to me as a resident of

·5· ·the District, so, thank you.

·6· · · · · · ·And I would ask Bill Sanford to give

·7· ·his report.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. SANFORD:· Thank you, Director.

·9· · · · · · ·Good morning, Mr. Chairman

10· ·distinguished Board Member Greenfield.

11· · · · · · ·During the month of May 2026, the

12· ·Office of the General Counsel received 26

13· ·referrals, completed three informal hearings,

14· ·and issued three orders which included the

15· ·following.

16· · · · · · ·Two orders were issued in which no

17· ·fines were imposed, and one order was issued in

18· ·which a fine of $4,000 was imposed.

19· · · · · · ·That fine of $4,000 was imposed against

20· ·Eboni-Rose Thompson 2024 candidate, principal

21· ·campaign committee.

22· · · · · · ·During the month of May 2026, the
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·1· ·following investigations were pending before the

·2· ·Office of Campaign Finance.

·3· · · · · · ·Docket Number OCF-FI2026004,

·4· ·consolidated.

·5· · · · · · ·The Complainants are Elissa Silverman,

·6· ·Tim Krepp, Amy Mauro, Michael Crawford, Senovia

·7· ·Hurtado-Aviles.

·8· · · · · · ·That complaint was docketed on the 24th

·9· ·of March 2026 through the 30th of March 2026.

10· · · · · · ·The Respondent was Khalil Lee,

11· ·principal campaign committee.

12· · · · · · ·And the allegation was campaign

13· ·contribution reporting violation.

14· · · · · · ·That matter remains pending.

15· · · · · · ·Second matter was OCF-FI2026005.

16· · · · · · ·Complainant was Jack Evans.

17· · · · · · ·It was docketed on the 2nd of April

18· ·2026.

19· · · · · · ·The Respondent was Phil Mendelson.

20· · · · · · ·The allegation was improper use of

21· ·government resources.

22· · · · · · ·And that order was issued in this
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·1· ·matter on the 18th of May 2026.

·2· · · · · · ·And in the order, a fine of $4,000 was

·3· ·imposed against Mendelson.

·4· · · · · · ·Docket Number OCF-FI2026006.

·5· · · · · · ·Complainant was Douglas Ticker.

·6· · · · · · ·It was docketed on April 20th, 2026.

·7· · · · · · ·Respondent was Jakeline Maryori Reyes

·8· ·Janes.

·9· · · · · · ·And the allegation was failure to

10· ·report expenditures.

11· · · · · · ·That matter was expanded by an

12· ·additional complaint or referral from the Fair

13· ·Election Division in which they alleged campaign

14· ·contributions reporting violations had also

15· ·occurred with the Ms. Reyes Yanes campaign.

16· · · · · · ·And that referral was received by the

17· ·Office of the General Counsel on May 11th, 2026.

18· · · · · · ·That matter remains pending.

19· · · · · · ·The next matter is Docket Number OCF-

20· ·FI2026-007.

21· · · · · · ·The Complainant is Kevin Sobkoviak.

22· · · · · · ·It was docketed on the 24th of April,
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·1· ·2026.

·2· · · · · · ·The Respondents are Janeese Lewis

·3· ·George, Principal Campaign Committee, Safe &

·4· ·Affordable Political Action Committee, UNITE

·5· ·HERE Local 25 Union, and the SEIU 32BJ Union.

·6· · · · · · ·The allegation is improper

·7· ·coordination.

·8· · · · · · ·That matter remains pending.

·9· · · · · · ·Next matter is OCF FI-2026008.

10· · · · · · ·Complainant was Shelli Jackson.

11· · · · · · ·It was docketed on the 28th of April

12· ·2026.

13· · · · · · ·The Respondent was Yazam, doing

14· ·business as Empower.

15· · · · · · ·The allegation was no disclaimer on

16· ·campaign literature and failure to register with

17· ·the Office of Campaign Finance.

18· · · · · · ·On May 11th, the Office of Campaign

19· ·Finance issued a cease and desist order and an

20· ·order to show cause.

21· · · · · · ·The next matter is OCF FI2026-009.

22· · · · · · ·Complainant was William Singer.
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·1· · · · · · ·That matter was dated -- was docketed

·2· ·on the 7th of May 2026.

·3· · · · · · ·Respondent was A United Research

·4· ·Council.

·5· · · · · · ·The allegation was failure to identify

·6· ·political advertising and failure to report an

·7· ·independent expenditure.

·8· · · · · · ·An order to show cause and cease and

·9· ·desist order was issued in this matter on May

10· ·13th and that matter remains pending.

11· · · · · · ·During the month of May 2026, there

12· ·were no requests for interpreted opinions.

13· · · · · · ·And finally, during the month of May

14· ·2026, the two show cause proceedings that I

15· ·alluded to earlier remain pending.

16· · · · · · ·And those are OCF FI2026008,

17· ·Complainant Shelli Jackson.· Respondent, Yazam

18· ·doing business as Empower.

19· · · · · · ·And OCF FI2026009, Complainant William

20· ·Singer and Respondent, A United DC Research

21· ·Council.

22· · · · · · ·The contents of the General Counsel’s
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·1· ·report will be published at the Office of

·2· ·Campaign of Finance website under the data and

·3· ·reports section by close of business on today’s

·4· ·date, the 3rd of June 2026.

·5· · · · · · ·And that should conclude my report.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right, thank you

·7· ·very much.

·8· · · · · · ·Anything else from OCF?

·9· · · · · · ·MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY:· Basically,

10· ·that concludes the report of the Office of

11· ·Campaign Finance.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.

13· · · · · · ·And finally, we’ll hear from any

14· ·members of the D.C. public who’d like to

15· ·comment.

16· · · · · · ·I think everybody knows this already,

17· ·early voting starts Monday, June 8th, and it

18· ·continues through Sunday, June 14th.

19· · · · · · ·We have 25 early vote centers, you can

20· ·vote anywhere where a vote center is open.

21· · · · · · ·And to prove it, I have now voted in

22· ·seven of the eight Wards.
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·1· · · · · · ·So, very shortly I will vote in Ward 6

·2· ·and complete my cycle of voting in all eight

·3· ·wards.

·4· · · · · · ·I literally cycle, in that I will get

·5· ·on my bike and ride to all 25 vote centers once

·6· ·again.· I think I’m going to do it on June 9th.

·7· · · · · · ·So, I like to bike around and see

·8· ·what’s going on and mostly just say thank you to

·9· ·our staff and our thousands of election workers

10· ·who are out there staffing each and every vote

11· ·center.

12· · · · · · ·So, with that I see Mr. Schiller,

13· ·Nicholas Schiller has his hand raised.

14· · · · · · ·Hello, Mr. Schiller, and please

15· ·proceed.

16· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Can you hear me okay?

17· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: Yes.

18· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Excellent.

19· · · · · · ·I have three questions, I’ll try to be

20· ·as brief as I can.

21· · · · · · ·I was going to do a different question

22· ·first, but since you brought up your cycling
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·1· ·around D.C. and voting, I think this question is

·2· ·kind of tailored to that one.

·3· · · · · · ·So, I -- as someone who reviews the

·4· ·voter roll on a regular basis, I have concerns

·5· ·about the use of precincts.

·6· · · · · · ·Because a long time ago, precincts were

·7· ·like you could only vote at your precinct, that

·8· ·you were assigned to your precinct.

·9· · · · · · ·And now, as you’re clearly doing, you

10· ·can go around and vote at any vote center that’s

11· ·open.

12· · · · · · ·So, I’m not able to really find out

13· ·where voters are voting right now.

14· · · · · · ·Is there a page on the D.C. Board of

15· ·Elections website that details how many voters

16· ·voted at each vote center specifically, like

17· ·both during early voting and on election day?

18· · · · · · ·I know there might be something that

19· ·comes up for next week, but it’d be really

20· ·useful for campaigns and also for voters to know

21· ·which vote centers are more popular than others,

22· ·which ones get more foot traffic.
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·1· · · · · · ·This might be something for an after

·2· ·action report.

·3· · · · · · ·But now that voters can vote at any

·4· ·vote center, the precinct data that campaigns

·5· ·receive is kind of useless because, you know,

·6· ·we’re not able to find out that information now.

·7· · · · · · ·So, it’d be really useful if we can get

·8· ·that data.

·9· · · · · · ·The other part is along the same vein

10· ·is in the past Board of Elections has issued

11· ·updated voter rolls after the primary election.

12· · · · · · ·So far in this primary campaign cycle,

13· ·I have requested FOIAs for the voter roll

14· ·through the FOIA process.

15· · · · · · ·And I heard Ms. Evans mention that the

16· ·voter roll was published in the library on June

17· ·1st and across D.C.

18· · · · · · ·And I submitted a FOIA on June 1st to

19· ·receive the same voter roll and I have yet to

20· ·receive the voter roll for June 1st.

21· · · · · · ·And my concern, maybe it might be

22· ·because I’m going through the FOIA process
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·1· ·instead of going directly to the Board of

·2· ·Elections, but throughout the last couple months

·3· ·I had three different FOIA requests for the

·4· ·voter roll.

·5· · · · · · ·Like April 1st I got the next day of

·6· ·the April 1st voter data.

·7· · · · · · ·On May 1st I asked for the May 1st

·8· ·voter data, I got April 23rd voter data.

·9· · · · · · ·And then, on May 26th I asked for the

10· ·voter data, and I got the May 7th voter data.

11· · · · · · ·And on June 1st I requested the June

12· ·1st voter data, and I’m still waiting to get

13· ·that.

14· · · · · · ·So, it’d be great if we could figure

15· ·out something that works well for all parties

16· ·involved.

17· · · · · · ·And the last part is a question about

18· ·the Douglas, et al. lawsuit concerning

19· ·Initiative 88.

20· · · · · · ·With respect to the Initiative 87

21· ·lawsuit, there was a Motion for Expedited Review

22· ·that was filed seven days after the complaint
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·1· ·was filed in D.C. Superior Court.

·2· · · · · · ·It’s been ten days since the Douglas

·3· ·lawsuit was filed.

·4· · · · · · ·Is the Board of Elections planning on

·5· ·filing a Motion for Expedited Review concerning

·6· ·Initiative 88?

·7· · · · · · ·Thank you so much for your time and

·8· ·your service to the voters of the District of

·9· ·Columbia.

10· · · · · · ·MS. HOLMAN EVANS:· Yes, thank you for

11· ·your questions.

12· · · · · · ·You are correct, we now no longer have

13· ·precinct based voting in the District and any

14· ·voter can vote at any vote center.

15· · · · · · ·We do post information on our website

16· ·and have for the last few election cycles where

17· ·you can see the voted ballots received.

18· · · · · · ·And that information is available for

19· ·ballots received through the U.S. Postal

20· ·Service, through mail ballot drop boxes, and

21· ·also in-person early voting as well.

22· · · · · · ·And so, we have a landing page on our
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·1· ·website, and it has voted ballots received, and

·2· ·you can find that information, and it will be

·3· ·available for early vote centers once they open.

·4· · · · · · ·I’m trying to remember the second

·5· ·question -- yes, as far as getting the voter

·6· ·list, and you are correct, we are adhering to

·7· ·the rules of the FOIA process.

·8· · · · · · ·And so, the FOIA process does give us a

·9· ·number of days to respond to the request.

10· · · · · · ·The information you receive has not

11· ·always been on the same cadence because it

12· ·depends on the workload and other

13· ·responsibilities of the office, how quickly we

14· ·can turn that around.

15· · · · · · ·But we do ensure that we adhere to the

16· ·guidelines around the FOIA process and providing

17· ·that information as we receive it.

18· · · · · · ·And it also depends on the number of

19· ·requests we may receive at any given time as

20· ·well.

21· · · · · · ·As far as your third inquiry, I will

22· ·turn that over to our General Counsel.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· The statute requires

·2· ·expedition, so the Office of the General Counsel

·3· ·will govern itself accordingly.

·4· · · · · · ·And that’s what I will say with respect

·5· ·to that, because that is active litigation and

·6· ·that’s what I’m going to say with respect to

·7· ·that question.

·8· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Thank you for answering

·9· ·all the questions.

10· · · · · · ·I -- just to follow up on the vote

11· ·center totals, I really love the drop box totals

12· ·and the U.S. Postal Service totals on the

13· ·website.

14· · · · · · ·I download them and check them out

15· ·actually every single day, I think it’s very

16· ·useful.

17· · · · · · ·I think it will also be useful for --

18· ·to have the totals on a daily basis for the vote

19· ·centers, but also possibly in the future for an

20· ·action item report of what the -- which vote

21· ·centers are the most utilized.

22· · · · · · ·Because I think, ultimately, the Board

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·of Elections would save money if they don’t need

·2· ·to have as many vote centers specifically on

·3· ·election day.

·4· · · · · · ·So, thank you again for all your time

·5· ·and service to the voters of DC.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. HOLMAN EVANS:· Absolutely.

·7· · · · · · ·And to your point we do post daily once

·8· ·vote centers open those totals so they will be

·9· ·available beginning June 8th.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.

11· · · · · · ·I see a hand from Mr. Angelo Greco.

12· · · · · · ·MR. GRECO:· Hello, good morning, can

13· ·you hear me everyone?

14· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: Yes.

15· · · · · · ·MR. GRECO:· Thank you so much, thank

16· ·you so much to the Board and all its

17· ·distinguished members.

18· · · · · · ·Good morning, everyone, my name is

19· ·Angelo Greco, I represent the D.C. Living Wage

20· ·for All.

21· · · · · · ·Thanks again for giving me the

22· ·opportunity to speak, I’ll keep it under three
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·1· ·minutes, I know everyone’s time is precious.

·2· · · · · · ·I’m here today as a D.C. resident, a

·3· ·voter, and in this case, an advocate for

·4· ·Initiative 87, which is Living Wage for All

·5· ·Amendment of 2026.

·6· · · · · · ·As you may know, D.C. Living Wage for

·7· ·All is the ballot committee I chair, and I’m

·8· ·here today to urge to give us a chance to

·9· ·qualify the Living Wage Initiative this year.

10· · · · · · ·And you know, we recently sent a letter

11· ·to the Board on this issue.

12· · · · · · ·The initiative is important to me, to

13· ·restaurant workers, and to all workers who

14· ·currently don’t earn enough to meet the cost of

15· ·living, and to the District to allow special

16· ·interests who opposed it delay the process more

17· ·than they already have by filing this lawsuit

18· ·against the Board in Superior Court.

19· · · · · · ·My hope is that you act promptly if the

20· ·Court rules in the Board’s favor on June 23rd

21· ·when the hearing is held or shortly thereafter.

22· · · · · · ·You know, I’m urging that the Board can
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·1· ·and should notice a special meeting on the 26th

·2· ·to present the original petition form.

·3· · · · · · ·This would give the public the

·4· ·necessary and required two days notice and would

·5· ·give us the same time we need to collect and

·6· ·submit valid signatures by the 6th to qualify

·7· ·the Initiative for the November ballot.

·8· · · · · · ·If the Board waits, not only could we

·9· ·be harmed, but it’s every restaurant worker who

10· ·we represent who are also in D.C., who are D.C.

11· ·voters, who are just hoping for this to pass,

12· ·can be damaged.

13· · · · · · ·And so, we, the D.C. voters who support

14· ·this Initiative by more than a four to one

15· ·majority are just really hoping we can move

16· ·quickly on this.

17· · · · · · ·We shouldn’t have to wait until 2028.

18· · · · · · ·You know, the initiative can’t wait

19· ·because we already have an affordability crisis.

20· · This is what we are -- we’ve been fighting for

21· ·this time and time again.

22· · · · · · ·And, you know, as a D.C. resident, I’m
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·1· ·so disappointed that, you know, we are still at

·2· ·it, you know, there’s some administrative

·3· ·problems here.

·4· · · · · · ·But, you know, we’re struggling,

·5· ·minimum wage workers are struggling every day,

·6· ·and we’re falling further behind as the price of

·7· ·rent and food and gas and childcare climb, and

·8· ·here we are back at square one.

·9· · · · · · ·I’ll tell you a little bit about

10· ·myself, I’m a former restaurant worker myself.

11· · · · · · ·I’m an entrepreneur now, and I know

12· ·what it means to make ends meet, and work just

13· ·to get enough to pay rent.

14· · · · · · ·And in D.C. it is the case for me and

15· ·all of my friends and neighbors.

16· · · · · · ·This is about my neighbors, my

17· ·community, my friends, and people I work with

18· ·and have lived in D.C. for generations and for

19· ·years.

20· · · · · · ·This is why we have this Initiative

21· ·process.

22· · · · · · ·We can exercise our vote and get the
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·1· ·issues on the ballot that are important to us.

·2· · · · · · ·This happened twice before when the

·3· ·people have had the opportunity to raise the

·4· ·minimum wage in D.C., they overwhelmingly voted

·5· ·to do it.

·6· · · · · · ·The District did, but despite that, and

·7· ·despite what the voters wanted, that strong

·8· ·support was overturned.

·9· · · · · · ·The Council repealed, in large part,

10· ·both Initiatives, which is why we’re back here

11· ·again.

12· · · · · · ·Special interests oppose the living

13· ·wage initiative now, that they don’t, which is

14· ·why our best hope is for them to try this delay.

15· · · · · · ·They filed that lawsuit against the

16· ·Board to try to delay and derail this process.

17· · · · · · ·We’re not asking the Board to favor us

18· ·over them in any way, we’re simply asking you to

19· ·do what the law says you should do, which is

20· ·review this.

21· · · · · · ·So, once the lawsuit is resolved and

22· ·the Court rules in the Board’s favor, we’re
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·1· ·asking you to give us a chance to get the

·2· ·Initiative on the November ballot.

·3· · · · · · ·We know we can gather the number of

·4· ·ballot signatures needed to qualify the

·5· ·Initiative for the November ballot.

·6· · · · · · ·We’ve done it before, we can do it

·7· ·again.· We’ve done it, and we’re very confident

·8· ·we can.

·9· · · · · · ·You know, our groups have proven time

10· ·and again that they can collect enough ballot

11· ·signatures in a span of little more than a week.

12· · · · · · ·This year, we have special opportunity,

13· ·on Saturday, June 27th, there will be mass

14· ·mobilization with thousands of D.C. voters.

15· · · · · · ·If you hold your meeting within 48

16· ·hours notice on June 26th, as the law allows you

17· ·to do, we can collect anywhere from a third to a

18· ·half of all the necessary signatures.

19· · · · · · ·We have a plan in place and we’re ready

20· ·to get it done.

21· · · · · · ·So, all we’re asking is that you give

22· ·us a chance, give the restaurant workers the
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·1· ·chance, give D.C. voters the chance, give

·2· ·democracy a chance.

·3· · · · · · ·Please, if the Court rules for the

·4· ·Board, stand for a prompt Initiative process and

·5· ·notice of special meetings to present the

·6· ·petition.

·7· · · · · · ·Let us get started talking and taking

·8· ·the Initiative to voters and to D.C. through the

·9· ·democratic process.

10· · · · · · ·That’s all we’re asking for.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you so much for

12· ·your comment.

13· · · · · · ·In terms of the timing relative to the

14· ·Court action, I’ll defer to General Counsel

15· ·Stroud to comment.

16· · · · · · ·MR. GRECO:· Thank you, sir, we

17· ·appreciate it.

18· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· We don’t have an idea of

19· ·when this resolution, I mean, this litigation

20· ·will be concluded.

21· · · · · · ·I do know that we have a hearing

22· ·scheduled for the 23rd, and I think that the
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·1· ·proposers are assuming that the Court will make

·2· ·a decision at that time.

·3· · · · · · ·But it’s up to the Board to determine

·4· ·whether or not it wants to call a special

·5· ·meeting should the Court rule.

·6· · · · · · ·And that’s what they’re asking you to

·7· ·do, they’re asking you to notice and schedule a

·8· ·meeting should the Court rule on June 23rd.

·9· · · · · · ·The meeting would be on June 26th to

10· ·allow for 48 hours notice, but it is up to the

11· ·Board to determine whether or not it would call

12· ·a special meeting for issue.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yes, we can’t schedule

14· ·a meeting currently, obviously, until we know

15· ·what happens on the 23rd, but if that window

16· ·presents itself, I’m available on June 26th to

17· ·hold a special meeting and consider the issuance

18· ·of petitions.

19· · · · · · ·If Mr. Greco and his colleagues -- if

20· ·they can collect signatures in that window of

21· ·time, that’s their prerogative.

22· · · · · · ·So, yes, I’ll be available on the 26th

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·if it’s important.

·2· · · · · · ·MR. GRECO:· Amazing, thank you, thank

·3· ·you.

·4· · · · · · ·If it’s possible, I’m joined here by my

·5· ·colleague and friend, Ben Roble, he’s also a

·6· ·District voter, I think he has his hand up.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yes, yes, we’ll hear

·8· ·from Mr. Roble.

·9· · · · · · ·And obviously, we don’t have any

10· ·position of the merits of the Initiative.

11· · · · · · ·We’re trying to organize the process

12· ·here, including relative to Court proceedings.

13· · · · · · ·So, Mr. Roble, please go ahead.

14· · · · · · ·MR. ROBLE:· Thanks, Angelo, and thank

15· ·you so much, I will be brief.

16· · · · · · ·My name is Ben Roble, I’m a D.C. voter

17· ·and longtime advocate for social justice issues.

18· · · · · · ·Like Angelo, I’m fortunate to be

19· ·working with One Fair Wage on the Initiative 87

20· ·campaigns.

21· · · · · · ·Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

22· · · · · · ·I’m likewise here to ask you to notice
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·1· ·the special meeting on June 26th if the Court

·2· ·rules promptly to present the original petition

·3· ·form so that we, meaning D.C. voters, have the

·4· ·opportunity to weigh in this year on this

·5· ·critical issue.

·6· · · · · · ·As Angelo shared, polling shows that 80

·7· ·percent of D.C. voters approve of Initiative 87

·8· ·and advocates began this process at the

·9· ·beginning of the year, nine months before the

10· ·election.

11· · · · · · ·And D.C. residents should not have to

12· ·wait until 2028 or even 2027.

13· · · · · · ·So, what we’re asking for is to commit

14· ·to noticing a special meeting on June 26th, as

15· ·Angelo shared.

16· · · · · · ·And what ultimately matters here is

17· ·that voters like myself have an opportunity to

18· ·be heard on this issue of critical importance to

19· ·the District.

20· · · · · · ·So, thank you again for your time.

21· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right, yes, thank

22· ·you.
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·1· · · · · · ·We’ll be at the ready.

·2· · · · · · ·All right, well, seeing no other public

·3· ·comment, we’ll conclude our meeting.

·4· · · · · · ·I’ll just say thank you to everybody on

·5· ·the staff, especially that’s working so hard

·6· ·around the clock.· There’s so much going on

·7· ·right now it’s hard to even summarize and say

·8· ·sufficient thank yous.

·9· · · · · · ·So, there’ll be much more of that in

10· ·future meetings, but starting Monday, we’ll see

11· ·our voters live in early voting.

12· · · · · · ·And so, with that, unless there’s any

13· ·other comments or matters, I will move that we

14· ·adjourn.

15· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I will second.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor?

17· · · · · · ·(CHORUS OF AYES)

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right, have a

19· ·great day, thank you.

20· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

21· ·went off the record at 11:36 a.m.)

22
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed

·4· ·under my direction; further, that said

·5· ·transcript is a true and accurate record of the

·6· ·proceedings; and that I am neither counsel for,

·7· ·related to, nor employed by any of the parties

·8· ·to this action in which this matter was taken;

·9· ·and further that I am not a relative nor an

10· ·employee of any of the parties nor counsel

11· ·employed by the parties, and I am not

12· ·financially or otherwise interested in the

13· ·outcome of the action.
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15

16

17

18

19· ·_______________________

20· ·Cynthia Romeo
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