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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(10:33 a.m.)

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The Board of

·4· ·Elections, my name is Gary Thompson, the Chair,

·5· ·and with us today is Karyn Greenfield who's

·6· ·there, so we have a quorum.· Karyn -- as you can

·7· ·see, Karyn's there in-person.· I apologize I

·8· ·have to appear remotely. I'm on a spring break

·9· ·vacation, but I've got an hour or so this

10· ·morning.

11· · · · · · ·The first thing I'll do is make a

12· ·motion that our Board come out of closed

13· ·session, which is where we left things at the

14· ·end of our last regular meeting.· We wanted to

15· ·close session for purposes of considering the

16· ·proper subject matter determination on the DC

17· ·Housing Modernization and Accessibility Act of

18· ·2026.· So I'm moving at this time that we edit

19· ·that closed session.

20· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

21· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And we'll take a roll call

22· ·vote with respect to that.· And to clarify, the
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·1· ·Board had entered into executive section --

·2· ·session pursuant to two dash five -- DC Official

·3· ·Code Section 2-575(b)(4)(A) and (13) to discuss

·4· ·and deliberate with counsel the DC Housing

·5· ·Modernization and Accessibility Act of 2026.

·6· ·And so the Board is -- we're going to take a

·7· ·roll call vote with respect to that.· Mr. Chair?

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

10· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

11· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that, the Board

12· ·has left executive session.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay, two quick

14· ·housekeeping measures.· Number one, we've

15· ·reviewed our agenda for today.· And I at this

16· ·time move we adopt that agenda.

17· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Second.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor?· Aye.

19· ·And secondly, we've reviewed the minutes from

20· ·our last regular meeting, and I move that we

21· ·adopt those minutes.

22· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· All in

·2· ·favor?· Aye.· So, with that, we will turn to our

·3· ·Executive Director, Monica Holman Evans.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Good morning.· So this is

·5· ·the Executive Director's Report for March 2026,

·6· ·Executive Director March engagement.· On March

·7· ·5th, the agency had its performance oversight

·8· ·hearing.· During the hearing, we addressed

·9· ·ranked choice voting, accessibility issues, 2026

10· ·election preparation, and pending legislation

11· ·that may affect elections.· We provided the

12· ·requested supplemental information to the

13· ·Council on March 13th.

14· · · · · · ·During the month of March, I attended

15· ·several outreach events and gave presentations

16· ·about ranked choice voting.· Events included

17· ·presentations to the Ward 8 Dems, advisory

18· ·neighborhood commissions, and the Committee of

19· ·100 of the Federal City.· I also gave multiple

20· ·presentations at Fort Lincoln senior buildings

21· ·in Ward 5.

22· · · · · · ·Voter registration rolls.· In March,

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·the Board of Elections, or BOE, registered 2,296

·2· ·new voters and processed 4,886 registration

·3· ·changes. In total, we prepared 7,182 voter

·4· ·registration cards to be mailed.· Additionally,

·5· ·130 registered voters moved out of DC, 212

·6· ·voters canceled the DC registrations and

·7· ·registered with other jurisdictions, and 657

·8· ·voters registered in DC after canceling their

·9· ·registrations in other states.

10· · · · · · ·Online voter registration.· We're

11· ·continuing to register voters using our website

12· ·portal.· To date, we have processed over 105,413

13· ·applications using the portal.· These include

14· ·new voter registrations and updates to existing

15· ·registration.· Total non-citizen registration is

16· ·1,004.· To date, we have registered 16 non-

17· ·citizens in March, and we are continuing our

18· ·outreach in DC communities to share information

19· ·about non-citizens voting in local elections.

20· · · · · · ·2026 election cycle planning.· We are

21· ·continuing to implement the requirements of the

22· ·Automatic Voter Registration Expansion Act.· We
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·1· ·now have a staff member dedicated to this

·2· ·effort, and we are also evaluating data received

·3· ·as a result of implementing AVR expansion.

·4· · · · · · ·We are continuing to monitor

·5· ·legislation to repeal the Local Resident Rights

·6· ·Amendment Act.· We are waiting on further action

·7· ·from the Senate.· We are also monitoring the

·8· ·SAVE Act, which will require every American to

·9· ·provide documentary proof of citizenship to

10· ·register to vote in federal elections.· We are

11· ·also monitoring a Supreme Court decision that

12· ·may change the requirements regarding the

13· ·receipt of voted mail ballots.· The decision

14· ·will determine whether we can continue to accept

15· ·mail ballots received after Election Day.

16· · · · · · ·We are also examining the effects of

17· ·the executive order issued by the President of

18· ·the United States on yesterday.· The executive

19· ·order preserving and protecting the integrity of

20· ·American elections provides for limitations in

21· ·the way we currently operate elections.

22· · · · · · ·Ranked-choice voting.· During the 2026
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·1· ·election cycle, we are implementing ranked-

·2· ·choice voting, or RCV.· We have developed

·3· ·informational materials, and these materials are

·4· ·available to our community partners.· We are

·5· ·providing educational materials and information

·6· ·to all eligible district voters, explaining how

·7· ·RCV works.

·8· · · · · · ·We're conducting hands-on

·9· ·demonstrations using voting equipment, and we

10· ·are collaborating with community organizations

11· ·and groups to access their membership to expand

12· ·engagement and outreach opportunities around

13· ·RCV.· We are actively scheduling virtual and in-

14· ·person outreach events.· We have a video and

15· ·additional print material.· All outreach events,

16· ·including those specific to RCV, can be found on

17· ·our website.

18· · · · · · ·There are also many online tools to

19· ·assist with explaining RCV.· The BOE website has

20· ·information dedicated to RCV, including mock

21· ·ballots and frequently asked questions.· We are

22· ·taking mock ballots and voting equipment into
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·1· ·the community.· We have begun mailing postcards

·2· ·and will implement a webinar series beginning in

·3· ·April.· Information about RCV will be included

·4· ·in our voter guide and in our mail ballot

·5· ·packets.

·6· · · · · · ·List Maintenance.· In preparation for

·7· ·the upcoming primary and special elections, the

·8· ·Board has continued voter list maintenance to

·9· ·ensure our voter registration database is

10· ·accurate and complete.· Voters are encouraged to

11· ·verify their registration status and make any

12· ·necessary updates prior to the registration

13· ·deadline of May 26.· Instructions on how to

14· ·check or update voter registration information

15· ·are available on BOE's website.

16· · · · · · ·As part of BOE's ongoing efforts to

17· ·maintain accurate voter registration lists,

18· ·1,873 voters have been issued final notices, and

19· ·their registration status has been updated to an

20· ·inactive status.· These final notices were

21· ·generated following the receipt of undeliverable

22· ·mail, including undeliverable voter registration
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·1· ·cards, undeliverable routine correspondence sent

·2· ·via regular mail, and undeliverable vote-by-mail

·3· ·ballots from the recent special and prior

·4· ·elections.· Voters who have become inactive can

·5· ·still vote and can become active again by

·6· ·updating their address, confirming their

·7· ·registration information, or voting in a future

·8· ·election.

·9· · · · · · ·2026 Voter and Partner Coordination.

10· ·We are meeting with our vendors and partners in

11· ·preparation for the 2026 primary and special

12· ·elections.· These discussions focus on

13· ·confirming operational and technical

14· ·requirements, reviewing project timelines, and

15· ·ensuring all systems, services, and supporting

16· ·activities remain in a state of readiness to

17· ·support election operations.

18· · · · · · ·UOCAVA ballot transmission.· The Board

19· ·is actively preparing to meet the statutory

20· ·requirements for transmitting ballots to

21· ·eligible voters under the Uniformed and Overseas

22· ·Citizen Absentee Voting Act.· The Board is
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·1· ·required to transmit valid, requested ballots no

·2· ·later than 45 days before the election.· For the

·3· ·2026 primary and special elections, the deadline

·4· ·for the ballot transmission is Friday, May 1st,

·5· ·2026.

·6· · · · · · ·Mail ballot envelope packets.· The

·7· ·Board is finalizing the design of the mail

·8· ·ballot envelope packets, including updated

·9· ·instructions that incorporate ranked-choice

10· ·voting guidance to ensure voters clearly

11· ·understand how to properly complete and return

12· ·their ballots.· Mail ballots are tentatively

13· ·scheduled to be mailed on May 11.

14· · · · · · ·Again, the voter registration deadline,

15· ·May 26th, 2026.· The voter registration deadline

16· ·is applicable for primary and special elections.

17· · Eligible residents must complete and submit

18· ·voter registrations by this date to be eligible

19· ·to participate in the upcoming elections.

20· ·Registration applications received after this

21· ·deadline will be processed after the election;

22· ·however, residents may still take advantage of
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·1· ·same-day registration at vote centers.

·2· · · · · · ·Cybersecurity operations and threat

·3· ·monitoring.· The IT and cybersecurity teams

·4· ·continue to actively monitor and assess

·5· ·potential threats to BOE's information systems

·6· ·and infrastructure.· We remain vigilant in

·7· ·identifying, analyzing, and responding to

·8· ·phishing attempts and other suspicious

·9· ·activities that can impact integrity or data

10· ·security.

11· · · · · · ·During this reporting period, the team

12· ·has continuously monitored network traffic and

13· ·endpoint protection tools for indicators of

14· ·compromise, investigated reported phishing

15· ·emails and blocked malicious domains and sender

16· ·addresses as necessary, conducted routine threat

17· ·intelligence reviews to identify emerging risks

18· ·relevant to election and government systems, and

19· ·provided security awareness reminders to staff

20· ·to reinforce safe email and system practices.

21· · · · · · ·Voter education and outreach.· During

22· ·the month of March, the Voter Education and
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·1· ·Outreach Division participated in 54 outreach

·2· ·events on behalf of the Agency.· Events included

·3· ·a ranked-choice voting workshop at the Office of

·4· ·Disability Rights and a workshop at the

·5· ·Advocates for Equity Awards.· The Division

·6· ·continues to refine our outreach plan and is

·7· ·actively scheduling events on RCV.

·8· · · · · · ·Election Worker Division.· In

·9· ·preparation for the 2026 election cycle, the

10· ·Election Worker Division has been busy.

11· ·Specifically, the Election Worker Division call

12· ·center is now open six days a week, Monday

13· ·through Saturday.· Call center staff have been

14· ·reaching out to election workers to schedule

15· ·them for a four-hour in-person training class.

16· ·Training classes for the Election Worker

17· ·Division began on Tuesday, March 17.· Election

18· ·worker training classes are offered for ballot

19· ·clerk, registration clerk, voter assistance

20· ·clerk, and site coordinator.· During the first

21· ·week of training, we trained 306 election

22· ·workers, and we trained 327 election workers
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·1· ·during the second week of training.· We have

·2· ·contacted site coordinators who have assisted us

·3· ·during previous elections to request their help

·4· ·with training on ranked-choice voting.

·5· · · · · · ·Restore the Vote.· The Restore the

·6· ·Vote, or RTV Division, is meeting with the

·7· ·Department of Corrections biweekly in

·8· ·preparation for the primary and special

·9· ·elections.· Again, we plan on employing several

10· ·of the jail's residents to staff their two

11· ·election centers.· Each person will be trained

12· ·and will receive a stipend just as any other

13· ·election worker.· Our staff recently performed

14· ·outreach at the jail facilities and received 101

15· ·completed registration applications.

16· · · · · · ·ANC vacancies.· We currently have 12

17· ·active ANC vacancies for the 2025-2026 term.

18· ·These positions are in different stages of being

19· ·filled.· After candidate filing requirements are

20· ·met, an open vote of registered voters of the

21· ·affected SMD will be held during regularly

22· ·scheduled ANC meetings.· The deadline for
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·1· ·candidate filing for both the primary and

·2· ·special elections was Wednesday, March 18 at 5

·3· ·p.m.· The petition challenge period began on

·4· ·Saturday, March 21st and ended on Monday, March

·5· ·30th.· We are currently reviewing file

·6· ·challenges, and that concludes my report.· Thank

·7· ·you.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you very much,

·9· ·and at some point we'll know the universe of

10· ·challenges and we will have a special hearing

11· ·before or on Monday, April 20th to resolve any

12· ·of those challenges.

13· · · · · · ·Okay, with that, we'll turn to the

14· ·general counsel's report from Terri Stroud.

15· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you, Mr. Chair, and

16· ·we will actually have probably several hearings

17· ·before April 20th.· Hopefully, we'll finalize

18· ·them by April 17th so that we can get everything

19· ·finalized before we mail out the ballots to our

20· ·military and overseas voters.· And we will.

21· · · · · · ·So the first item on my agenda is

22· ·initiative matters, and today the Board is
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·1· ·taking action with respect to three initiative

·2· ·measures which are at three different stages of

·3· ·the initiative process.· The first, which is

·4· ·what the Board had entered into a closed session

·5· ·to discuss, is the Housing Modernization and

·6· ·Accessibility Act of 2026.· And if it is the

·7· ·Chair's pleasure, I can provide a background as

·8· ·to how we got to today, or you can decide how

·9· ·this will proceed with respect to this one.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah, thank you.  I

11· ·don't think we need a long background review.

12· ·We've been in closed session, and I want to

13· ·thank all the parties and others who have

14· ·submitted memos addressing the arguments under

15· ·the U.S. Constitution regarding the Takings

16· ·Clause, the Contracts Clause, the Due Process

17· ·Clause.· It was very interesting to read all

18· ·these.· I learned a lot.

19· · · · · · ·Most recently, we received a

20· ·supplemental advisory opinion from the Office of

21· ·the Attorney General dated March 24th, 2026.

22· ·That might be maybe the most important opinion
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·1· ·in that it laid out for us what our role is as a

·2· ·Board, and I think what it persuasively

·3· ·establishes is that our Board is warranted in

·4· ·rejecting a proposed initiative based solely on

·5· ·Constitutional grounds only if the measure is

·6· ·patently unconstitutional.

·7· · · · · · ·So taking that standard into account

·8· ·and having read and re-read all the arguments in

·9· ·many of the cases, I'm comfortable at this time

10· ·making a motion that we approve the latest

11· ·iteration of the D.C. Housing Modernization and

12· ·Accessibility Act of 2026 as a proper subject

13· ·matter.

14· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay, and with that, we'll

15· ·take a roll call vote with respect to the

16· ·measure, and the motion would be that we accept

17· ·and proceed with -- have the measure proceed

18· ·along the initiative process, including next

19· ·steps, which would be to prepare the

20· ·formulations for the measure, request a fiscal

21· ·impact statement from the CFO, and so on and so

22· ·forth.· With that, I will ask for a roll call
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·1· ·vote with respect to the motion.· Mr. Chair?

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Chair votes aye.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

·4· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that, the Board

·6· ·has determined or ordered that the initiative

·7· ·measure, the Housing Modernization and

·8· ·Accessibility Act of 2026, be accepted as

·9· ·presenting a proper subject and be allowed to

10· ·proceed along the initiative process.

11· · · · · · ·Okay, the next item on my agenda is the

12· ·issuance of the petition for initiative measure

13· ·number 86, which is the Prohibiting Force-

14· ·Feeding of Birds Act of 2026.· I will determine

15· ·if the proposer, Cady Witt, is present.· C-A-D-

16· ·Y.· And I see that Ms. Witt has her hand raised.

17· · And I will ask you, Ms. Witt, to state your

18· ·name and address for the record.

19· · · · · · ·MS. WITT:· Hello, this is Cady Witt.

20· ·My address is 1375 Kenyon Street Northwest.

21· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay, and we also have our

22· ·Registrar of Voters, Marissa Corrente, present.
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·1· · And if -- yes.

·2· · · · · · ·So, by way of background, the measure

·3· ·was submitted on December 11th, 2025.· The Board

·4· ·determined that the measure met proper subject

·5· ·requirements on January 14th.· The Board adopted

·6· ·the short title, summary statement, and

·7· ·legislative form at a public meeting on March

·8· ·4th.· The formulations were published in the DC

·9· ·Register on March 13th, and the applicable

10· ·challenge period concluded on March 23rd with no

11· ·challenge being filed.

12· · · · · · ·Accordingly, the Board is prepared to

13· ·issue the petition today for the proposer’s

14· ·adoption.· And so, Ms. Witt, did you have the

15· ·opportunity to review the petition?

16· · · · · · ·MS. WITT:· Yes ma’am, I did.

17· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay, and will you please

18· ·confirm for the record whether you adopt the

19· ·petition as your own in accordance with DC

20· ·Official Code Section 1-1001.16(g)?

21· · · · · · ·MS. WITT:· Yes, I adopt the petition.

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· I will now ask that
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·1· ·the Registrar of Voters read the petition

·2· ·issuance memorandum into the record so that it

·3· ·is clear what the next steps in the process for

·4· ·this initiative measure are.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. CORRENTE:· Thank you, General

·6· ·Counsel Stroud.

·7· · · · · · ·So I’m just going to read the memo.

·8· ·And Ms. Witt, you will be provided a copy of

·9· ·this and the petition, the adopted petition by

10· ·email after today’s Board meeting.

11· · · · · · ·With the preparation of the petition

12· ·form, it is important to note that in order for

13· ·the measure to be placed on the ballot, the

14· ·petition submitted in support of initiative 86,

15· ·Prohibiting Force-Feeding of Birds Act of 2026,

16· ·must contain the valid signatures of at least

17· ·five percent of registered District of Columbia

18· ·voters, provided that this total includes five

19· ·percent of the registered voters in at least

20· ·five of the eight Wards.

21· · · · · · ·Pursuant to DC Official Code 1-

22· ·204.102(a), the number of registered voters used
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·1· ·to compute these requirements is the latest

·2· ·official count of registered voters by the Board

·3· ·of Elections which was issued 30 or more days

·4· ·prior to the submission of the signatures.

·5· · · · · · ·While the signature requirement cannot

·6· ·be determined yet, the current calculations

·7· ·using the published February 28th, 2026 Monthly

·8· ·Voter Registration Statistics Report mean that

·9· ·the overall -- I’m not going to go into each

10· ·Ward, but it does break that down in the memo --

11· ·the overall signature requirement is 2,803

12· ·signatures.· But no, I said that wrong.· 23,803

13· ·signatures.· That’s what happens when you’re an

14· ·English major.· Proponent is advised to check

15· ·with the Board on a monthly basis as new

16· ·statistics are issued to get up-to-date

17· ·estimates of the signature requirements.

18· · · · · · ·In addition, with the proposer formally

19· ·adopting the original petition form as their own

20· ·at today’s Board meeting, the 180-day period for

21· ·circulating the petition pursuant to DC Official

22· ·Code 1-1001.16(j)(1) expires on Monday,
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·1· ·September 28th, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

·2· · · · · · ·As I shared earlier, the proposer will

·3· ·be sent the following documents to their

·4· ·provided email after the Board meeting

·5· ·concludes, a PDF of the petition, this

·6· ·memorandum, and a secure link to various ballot

·7· ·access handouts and forms.

·8· · · · · · ·It is the duty of the proposer to

·9· ·ensure that when the petition is printed, the

10· ·formatting matches the original document, which

11· ·for an initiative petition is on 8-and-a-half-

12· ·by-11-inch paper.· The proposer is also

13· ·responsible for adhering and ensuring that all

14· ·parties connected to their efforts adhere to the

15· ·pertinent rules, regulations, and laws.

16· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you, Ms. Corrente.

17· ·Ms. Witt, do you have any questions?

18· · · · · · ·MS. WITT:· I do not, thank you.

19· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you.· And with that,

20· ·the petition has been issued and -- or will

21· ·issue, and circulation may begin in accordance

22· ·with applicable rules and regulations.
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·1· · · · · · ·The final initiative matter for today

·2· ·is the adoption of formulations for the D.C.

·3· ·Living Wage for All Amendment Act of 2026. And

·4· ·Randy, if you could share your screen with the

·5· ·formulations that were prepared.

·6· · · · · · ·Okay, so the Board’s task today with

·7· ·respect to this measure is to adopt the short

·8· ·title, summary statement, and legislative form

·9· ·for the proposed initiative measure.· According

10· ·to the summary statement submitted to the Board,

11· ·the initiative would, if enacted, gradually

12· ·increase the minimum wage to $25 per hour for

13· ·eligible employees by July 1st of 2029 and

14· ·gradually eliminate the credit for tips received

15· ·by tipped workers.

16· · · · · · ·The tipped minimum wage for tipped

17· ·workers, currently $10 per hour indexed to

18· ·inflation, would gradually increase until July

19· ·1st, 2031, when the base wage for tipped workers

20· ·would match the regular minimum wage, currently

21· ·$17.95 per hour, proposed to $25 per hour by

22· ·July 1st, 2029, and thereafter indexed to
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·1· ·inflation. Service charges collected from

·2· ·customers by employees of tipped workers will

·3· ·belong to employees.

·4· · · · · · ·And the formulations that were prepared

·5· ·by the Office of the General Counsel on March

·6· ·10th and published in the D.C. Register on March

·7· ·20th read as follows:

·8· · · · · · ·Initiative measure number 87, short

·9· ·title is the District of Columbia Living Wage

10· ·Amendment of 2026.· Summary statement, if

11· ·enacted, this initiative would gradually

12· ·increase the minimum wage to $25 per hour for

13· ·eligible employees by July 1st, 2029, and

14· ·gradually eliminate the credit for tips received

15· ·by tipped workers.· The tipped minimum wage for

16· ·tipped workers, currently $10 per hour indexed

17· ·to inflation, would gradually increase until

18· ·July 1st, 2031, when the base wage for tipped

19· ·workers would match the regular minimum wage,

20· ·currently $17.95 per hour, proposed to increase

21· ·to $25 per hour by July 1st, 2029, and

22· ·thereafter indexed to inflation.· Service
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·1· ·charges collected from customers by employees --

·2· ·by employers of tipped workers will belong to

·3· ·employees.

·4· · · · · · ·By way of background, the measure --

·5· ·and so there were additional changes that were

·6· ·made to the legislative text pursuant to

·7· ·recommendations from the Office of the Attorney

·8· ·General, as well as some minor technical

·9· ·wordsmithing from the Office of the General

10· ·Counsel.· By way of background, the measure was

11· ·submitted on February 2nd.· The Board determined

12· ·that the measure met proper subject requirements

13· ·on March 4th.

14· · · · · · ·As stated, the Office of the General

15· ·Counsel prepared formulations on March 10th.

16· ·Those formulations were published in the D.C.

17· ·Register on March 20th in a notice that informed

18· ·the public of today's meeting.

19· · · · · · ·Following adoption, the Board will

20· ·notify the proposer of the final language for

21· ·the short title, summary statement, and

22· ·legislative form, and the formulations will be
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·1· ·published in the D.C. Register with a projected

·2· ·date of publication on April 10th.· They will be

·3· ·published on the Board's website and in a

·4· ·newspaper of general circulation.

·5· · · · · · ·Publication in the D.C. Register will

·6· ·trigger a 10-day period during which any

·7· ·registered qualified elector may seek review in

·8· ·the Superior Court of the District of Columbia,

·9· ·including objections to the formulations or to

10· ·the Board's proper subject determination. The

11· ·10-day period is projected to end on April 20th

12· ·of 2026.

13· · · · · · ·And I believe that the counsel for the

14· ·proposer is present, and I -- do you remember

15· ·the proposer's name? I want to say, I know that

16· ·the original counsel for the proposer was a Mr.

17· ·Hurwitz -- Steinberg. Mr. Steinberg, is Mr.

18· ·Steinberg -- I see Mr. Joe Steinberg is present

19· ·with his hands raised.

20· · · · · · ·Mr. Chair, if you would like to -- oh,

21· ·no comments.· Okay.

22· · · · · · ·With that, I would ask the Board for a

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·motion to adopt the proposed formulations as

·2· ·presented, unless the Board would like to take

·3· ·any comments.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah, thank you.· This

·5· ·is very well done.· There’s a lot going in this

·6· ·Act, and it’s summarized as succinctly and

·7· ·clearly as possible.· So, with that, I will move

·8· ·that we adopt the formulations as presented.

·9· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second

10· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay, with that, we’ll

11· ·take a roll call vote.· Mr. Chair?

12· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

13· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

14· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And, with that, the Board

16· ·has adopted the proposed formulations as

17· ·presented.· And, again, they will follow the

18· ·steps outlined in my discussion of the measure.

19· ·And the next item on my agenda is the approval

20· ·of a party name, the One Home Party.

21· · · · · · And I’m looking for Mr. Arega, Michael

22· ·Arega, A-R-E-G-A.· Okay, I see that his hand is
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·1· ·raised.· Okay, thank you, Mr. Arega.

·2· · · · · · ·Okay.· So what we have before the Board

·3· ·now is an application for approval of a

·4· ·political party name.· The applicant is Michael

·5· ·Arega, who submitted an application on February

·6· ·18th, 2026, seeking approval of the name One

·7· ·Home Party as a political party name in the

·8· ·District of Columbia.

·9· · · · · · ·And, Mr. Arega, if you could please

10· ·state your name and address for the record.

11· · · · · · ·(No response.)

12· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Mr. Arega, are you able to

13· ·unmute?· I see that your hand is raised, but we

14· ·have asked you to unmute.· Are you able to do

15· ·so?

16· · · · · · ·(No response.)

17· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay, I think we can

18· ·accomplish this, Mr. Arega.· And you are -- if

19· ·you have ability to indicate anything in the

20· ·chat or in the Q and A -- okay.· Okay, you’re

21· ·not unmuted.· Well, let me just proceed, and

22· ·then if you have anything to put into the chat,
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·1· ·then you can do -- the Q and A, you can do so.

·2· · · · · · ·Mr. Arega is seeking approval of the

·3· ·name One Home Party as a political party name in

·4· ·the District of Columbia, pursuant to 3 DCMR

·5· ·1601 and DC Official Code Section 1-1001.08.

·6· ·Under 1601.2, the application must include the

·7· ·name, address, telephone number and voter

·8· ·registration number of the chairperson,

·9· ·treasurer, other principal officers, and each

10· ·member of the duly authorized local committee of

11· ·the party.

12· · · · · · ·Staff has reviewed the application and

13· ·confirmed that it includes the required

14· ·information for several officers, including the

15· ·ones named in the applicable regulatory

16· ·provisions.

17· · · · · · ·The proposed name is One Home Party.

18· ·Under 3 DCMR 1601.3. the Board may reject any

19· ·name that in the judgment of the Board tends to

20· ·confuse or mislead the public.

21· · · · · · ·Staff has reviewed the proposed name

22· ·and the names of existing parties in the
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·1· ·District of Columbia, and has found no basis to

·2· ·conclude that the name tends to confuse or

·3· ·mislead the public.· Accordingly, I recommend

·4· ·that the Board approve the name One Home Party

·5· ·as a political party name in the District of

·6· ·Columbia.

·7· · · · · · ·Under 3 DCMR 1601.4, approval requires

·8· ·a majority vote of the Board.· And once

·9· ·approved, nominating petitions may be issued to

10· ·candidates affiliated with the party.· And I am

11· ·happy to answer any questions at this time.· And

12· ·if there are none, I would ask that the Board --

13· ·I would ask the Board to make a motion to

14· ·approve the name One Home Party as a political

15· ·party name in the District of Columbia.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The Chair so moves

17· ·that we recognize One Home as a political party.

18· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

19· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· And, with that,

20· ·we’ll take a roll call vote.· Mr. Chair?

21· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?
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·1· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And, with that, the Board

·3· ·has approved the name One Home Party as a

·4· ·political party name in the District of

·5· ·Columbia. The next item on my agenda is a third

·6· ·and revised emergency and proposed rulemaking.

·7· ·The bulk of the content covered by this

·8· ·rulemaking was adopted by the Board at the

·9· ·Board’s February and March meetings and covers

10· ·the core tabulation framework with respect to

11· ·ranked choice voting, and it does other things

12· ·as well.· So what we covered was a ballot

13· ·instructions, round by round tabulation,

14· ·overvote, skipped rankings, recount procedures.

15· · And there were also other provisions that had

16· ·to do not with ranked choice voting, but other

17· ·ballot access and candidate eligibility issues.

18· · · · · · ·But what the change is here is that

19· ·Sections 729.26 through 729.35 address how

20· ·write-in rankings will be adjudicated in the RCV

21· ·context.· Specifically, the rulemaking

22· ·establishes some helpful definitions, including
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·1· ·write-in nominee, write-in candidate, write-in

·2· ·ranking.· It establishes rules governing how

·3· ·multiple write-in entries on a single ballot

·4· ·will be treated.· And, more importantly, it

·5· ·establishes a threshold-based framework for

·6· ·determining whether write-in rankings will

·7· ·survive into the tabulation process or will be

·8· ·eliminated in the first round.

·9· · · · · · ·And so, taken together, this framework

10· ·ensures that write-in votes will be treated

11· ·fairly and consistently, preserved when they are

12· ·numerically significant enough to potentially

13· ·affect the outcome of an election, and

14· ·eliminated cleanly in round one when they are

15· ·not.

16· · · · · · ·And so, with that, if adopted by the

17· ·Board, or if the Board grants a motion to submit

18· ·this rulemaking to the D.C. Register for

19· ·publication, in likely the April 10th edition of

20· ·the D.C. Register, they will remain in effect

21· ·for 120 days from today's adoption, through July

22· ·30, 2026, unless superseded by a notice of final
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·1· ·rulemaking.· They will become effective today,

·2· ·but there will also be the opportunity for

·3· ·comment for 30 days after the regulations are

·4· ·published in the D.C. Register.

·5· · · · · · ·And we worked really hard on these

·6· ·regulations and we are told by the RCV Resource

·7· ·Center that they will be the envy of all

·8· ·jurisdictions.· So we're very happy with that.

·9· ·And so, with that, I would ask for the motion

10· ·from the Board.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you for the

12· ·additional hard work on this round of

13· ·regulations.· We, indeed, are the envy of other

14· ·election agencies.· With that, I'd move that we

15· ·adopt the third revised emergency rules that

16· ·you've presented.

17· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Second.

18· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And I’ll take a roll call

19· ·vote with respect to that.· Mr. Chair?

20· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

21· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

22· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And, with that, the Board

·2· ·has approved that this rulemaking be submitted

·3· ·to the D.C. Register for publication in the

·4· ·April 10th, 2026 edition, or another one, but I

·5· ·think it will likely be the April 10th edition.

·6· · And we will submit it to the D.C. Register, but

·7· ·it will take effect immediately.

·8· · · · · · ·And, with that, I will have -- we have

·9· ·-- we move on to enforcement hearings.· The

10· ·Board has before it today seven enforcement

11· ·matters, each involving evidence of possible

12· ·election law violations arising from the 2024

13· ·general election.· In each of these cases, my

14· ·office previously presented the matter to the

15· ·Board at the March regular meeting.· And· I'm

16· ·going to have Ms. Pembroke come forward and

17· ·present with respect to these matters.

18· · · · · · ·At the March meeting, we did indicate

19· ·that we would return at today's meeting to seek

20· ·referral of each matter to the DC Office of the

21· ·Attorney General for further investigation and

22· ·possible prosecution if we were not able to
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·1· ·reach the individuals at issue.

·2· · · · · · ·And so, Ms. Pembroke will proceed.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· All right.· Thank you,

·4· ·General Counsel.· The first matter is the Ayisha

·5· ·Owens matter.· This was a matter that came to

·6· ·our attention through the electronic

·7· ·registration information voter participation

·8· ·report.· And what that report showed was that

·9· ·Ayisha Owens had voted in the District of

10· ·Columbia and in Maryland in the 2024 general

11· ·election.· The D.C. ballot was cast in person on

12· ·Election Day, that’s November 5th, and the

13· ·Maryland ballot was cast on September 26th.

14· · · · · · ·In light of the report findings, the

15· ·Board staff reviewed the signatures on the poll

16· ·pad for the D.C. ballot and for the mail ballot

17· ·cast in Ms. Owens’s name, and the Board staff

18· ·could not conclude that the signatures were not

19· ·made by the same person.· Based on that

20· ·evidence, the Office of General Counsel opened

21· ·an investigation targeted at Ayisha Owens.

22· · · · · · ·The Office of General Counsel scheduled
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·1· ·a pre-hearing conference and attempted to notify

·2· ·Ms. Owens of that proceeding by mail at the D.C.

·3· ·address that was in her voter file and at her

·4· ·Maryland address.· Ms. Owens did not appear at

·5· ·the pre-hearing conference.· We then sent

·6· ·certified mail notice to her that her case would

·7· ·be presented to the Board during the Board's

·8· ·regular meeting in March.· And as the General

·9· ·Counsel stated, we called the case at the March

10· ·meeting and she was not present.· And so this is

11· ·the meeting at which we had indicated that the

12· ·General Counsel would be recommending referral

13· ·for prosecution by the Office of Attorney

14· ·General.

15· · · · · · ·The next matter is Jacqueline

16· ·Threadgill.· This is also a matter that came to

17· ·our attention through the ERIC participation

18· ·report, and it showed -- which showed that

19· ·Jacqueline Threadgill voted in the D.C. 2024

20· ·general election and in that same election in

21· ·Maryland.· The D.C. ballot was cast in-person on

22· ·November 5th, and the Maryland ballot was cast
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·1· ·by mail on October 15th.

·2· · · · · · ·In light of that, we again investigated

·3· ·the signatures that were provided on the D.C.

·4· ·poll pad and on the Maryland ballot, and staff

·5· ·concluded that the printed handwriting for the

·6· ·Maryland ballot resembled the D.C. poll pad

·7· ·handwriting.· Based on that, the Office of

·8· ·General Counsel open investigation targeted at

·9· ·Jacqueline Threadgill and sent her notice of a

10· ·pre-hearing conference.· She did not appear at

11· ·the pre-hearing conference and was then sent a

12· ·certified mail notice that her matter would be

13· ·presented to the Board at its regular meeting in

14· ·March.· And, again, she did not appear at the

15· ·March meeting.

16· · · · · · ·The next matters involve situations

17· ·where another individual appears to have issued

18· ·a ballot that was not theirs.· So the first one

19· ·is Jo Ann Elvis.· This was a situation in which

20· ·the ERIC report showed that Michelle Monique

21· ·Elvis voted in the D.C. 2024 general election

22· ·and in the Maryland 2024 general election.· In
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·1· ·light of that evidence of double voting, we

·2· ·reviewed the available signatures and found that

·3· ·the signature that appeared on the Maryland --

·4· ·for the Maryland ballot did not align with the

·5· ·signature that was on the D.C. ballot return

·6· ·envelope for the ballot that was cast in her

·7· ·name in D.C.

·8· · · · · · ·When we further investigated,

·9· ·individuals residing at the address to which the

10· ·D.C. mail ballot was sent, we found that the

11· ·ballot that was signed in the name of M. M.

12· ·Elvis had handwriting that matched handwriting

13· ·for another voter resident at that address named

14· ·Jo Ann Elvis.· We then opened an investigation

15· ·targeted at Jo Ann Elvis and sent her notice of

16· ·a pre-hearing conference.· She did not appear at

17· ·that pre-hearing conference, and so was then

18· ·sent notice that this matter would be presented

19· ·at the March meeting.· She again did not appear

20· ·at the March meeting.· And at that time, the

21· ·recommendation would be that it would be

22· ·referred at this current Board meeting.
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·1· · · · · · ·The next matter is in the matter of

·2· ·Phillip Anthony Harris.· Again, as a result of

·3· ·the ERIC report, we became aware that a Phillip

·4· ·Harris had voted in the D.C. general election

·5· ·for 2024 and in the Maryland election.· We

·6· ·reviewed the poll pad signature associated with

·7· ·the D.C. in-person ballot that was cast in the

·8· ·voter's name and found that that signature did

·9· ·not match the in-person ballot that was cast in

10· ·Maryland.

11· · · · · · ·And, significantly in this case, the

12· ·Maryland signature for Phillip Harris was

13· ·followed by the Roman numeral five, or V.· And

14· ·when we checked signatures on file for the D.C.

15· ·voter file, we determined that Mr. Harris

16· ·typically signed his name in D.C. with the Roman

17· ·numeral five, or V, after it.· And the

18· ·handwriting that we had for other signature

19· ·samples for Mr. Harris did, in fact, match the

20· ·Maryland signature, which prompted us to look at

21· ·other voters residing at his address.

22· · · · · · ·And when we did that, we discovered
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·1· ·that there was a Phillip Anthony Harris residing

·2· ·at that address who did not sign using that

·3· ·designation V.· So we opened an investigation

·4· ·with respect to Phillip -- the voter Phillip

·5· ·Anthony Harris.· We sent him notice of a pre-

·6· ·hearing conference.· He did not appear at the

·7· ·pre-hearing conference, but he did respond to

·8· ·the email notice that we had sent to him after

·9· ·the pre-hearing conference date had passed.

10· · · · · · ·In his email, he said, "I do not

11· ·understand what this is all about.· Is someone

12· ·using my identity to vote?· The last election I

13· ·voted in was the 2024 presidential election.· My

14· ·polling place is at the University of the

15· ·District of Columbia.· I do not know what type

16· ·of information you need for me to provide that

17· ·I've not done anything illegal with voting."

18· · · · · · ·In response to that email, we again

19· ·invited Mr. Phillip Anthony Harris to attend a

20· ·pre-hearing conference, and he did not respond

21· ·to that invitation.· We sent him an email notice

22· ·and certified mail notice that his case would be
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·1· ·presented to the Board at the March meeting, and

·2· ·he also did not appear.

·3· · · · · · ·The next matter is with respect to

·4· ·Destiny -- and I hope I pronounced this name

·5· ·correctly -- Khalilgucci.· So, in this case, we

·6· ·became aware that a voter had voted in both the

·7· ·D.C. '24 general -- the D.C. 2024 general

·8· ·election and Maryland 2024 general election,

·9· ·except that there was a slight variation with

10· ·respect to the voter’s name in D.C. in that

11· ·their last name had it -- was hyphenated and an

12· ·additional name was added at the end.

13· · · · · · ·We reviewed the ballot return envelope

14· ·for the mail ballot cast in D.C. in the voter's

15· ·name to signatures associated with the in-person

16· ·ballot that was cast in Maryland and determined

17· ·that the signatures did not match.· Notably, the

18· ·voter wrote a reasonably decipherable signature

19· ·of their name, with the last name omitting the

20· ·hyphenated addition on the Maryland ballot in

21· ·cursive form.· Whereas on the D.C. ballot return

22· ·envelope, there was a printed name with the
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·1· ·hyphenated version of the voter's last name and

·2· ·another printed name underneath the signature

·3· ·line, followed by the initials DDS.

·4· · · · · · ·Accordingly, investigation of other

·5· ·voters claiming the same address, D.C. address,

·6· ·as appeared on the D.C. mail ballot return

·7· ·envelope was undertaken.· That effort revealed

·8· ·that the handwriting on the 2024 D.C. general

·9· ·election ballot return envelope matched

10· ·handwriting of Destiny Khalilgucci, and that Ms.

11· ·Khalilgucci had also voted in her own name in

12· ·that election.· And we had other signature

13· ·samples for her in which she had written in the

14· ·initials DDS after her printed name.

15· · · · · · ·Based on this evidence, the Office of

16· ·General Counsel open investigation targeted at

17· ·Destiny Khalilgucci.· We invited her to a pre-

18· ·hearing conference, and she did not appear.

19· ·Following, we sent her notice that this matter

20· ·would be presented at the Board's regular

21· ·meeting in March, and again she did not appear.

22· · · · · · ·And the next matter is in the matter of
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·1· ·Lashawn Lopez.· This was another situation in

·2· ·which the ballot cast was cast in the same

·3· ·voter's name in the D.C. 2024 general election

·4· ·and in the 2024 general election in Maryland.

·5· ·Based on that, we then reviewed the signature on

·6· ·the ballot return envelope for the D.C. mail

·7· ·ballot cast in that voter's name.· The signature

·8· ·on the D.C. mail ballot was reasonably

·9· ·decipherable as the name of another name other

10· ·than the pre-printed name under the signature

11· ·line, and a name other than the name of the

12· ·voter to whom the ballot was issued.

13· · · · · · ·We then looked to see who -- what other

14· ·voters were residing at that address, and we

15· ·determined that the handwriting on the 2024

16· ·general election D.C. mail ballot return

17· ·envelope matched the handwriting of Lashawn

18· ·Lopez.· In addition, Lashawn Lopez's voter file

19· ·showed that she had also cast a ballot in her

20· ·own name in the same election in D.C.

21· · · · · · ·Based on this evidence, we opened an

22· ·investigation targeted at Lashawn Lopez.· We
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·1· ·scheduled a pre-hearing conference and attempted

·2· ·to notify Ms. Lopez of that proceeding.· She did

·3· ·not appear at the pre-hearing conference.· We

·4· ·then notified her that this matter would be

·5· ·presented at the Board's regular meeting in

·6· ·March, and she did not appear at the March

·7· ·meeting.

·8· · · · · · ·And I believe the last matter we have

·9· ·is -- for this batch of enforcement proceedings

10· ·from the March meeting is in the matter of

11· ·Earlene Washington.· This was a situation in

12· ·which there was evidence that an individual

13· ·named Tristan Washington voted in the D.C. 2024

14· ·general election and in the 2024 general

15· ·election in Maryland.· Based on that, we

16· ·reviewed the signature that Tristan Washington

17· ·had provided in-person when he cast his ballot

18· ·in Maryland and the D.C. mail ballot return

19· ·envelope.· Although the D.C. mail ballot return

20· ·envelope had a handwritten name that was

21· ·reasonably decipherable as Tristan Washington,

22· ·the signature did not match the signature for
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·1· ·the Maryland ballot.

·2· · · · · · ·We then looked at voters claiming the

·3· ·same address as Tristan Washington in D.C. and

·4· ·found that another voter living at that address,

·5· ·Earlene Washington, had the same handwriting as

·6· ·the handwriting that appeared on the D.C. mail

·7· ·ballot return envelope.· Notably, the writing

·8· ·for the last name Washington, with respect to

·9· ·signature samples for Earlene Washington, was

10· ·almost identical to the handwriting of the last

11· ·name Washington on the ballot that was signed in

12· ·the name of Tristan Washington in D.C.

13· · · · · · ·We then opened an investigation

14· ·targeted at Earlene Washington.· She was

15· ·notified of a pre-hearing conference and did not

16· ·appear.· We then notified her that this matter

17· ·would be presented to the Board at its March

18· ·meeting, and again she did not appear at the

19· ·Board's March meeting.

20· · · · · · ·And, with that, that is the evidence

21· ·with respect to the matters that were called at

22· ·the March meeting at which voters did not
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·1· ·appear.· I would ask -- we did provide all of

·2· ·these signature samples to the Board.· I would

·3· ·ask that that evidence be admitted into the

·4· ·record.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Bedig Galladian?

·6· · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· I’m sorry, you want me

·7· ·to do the Bedig matter?· Okay.· The last matter

·8· ·to present is slightly different.· It was not

·9· ·presented at the March meeting.· It has to do

10· ·with evidence that we found of a voter casting a

11· ·ballot in the D.C. 2024 general election and in

12· ·the 2024 general election in Maryland.

13· · · · · · ·When we reviewed the D.C. ballot return

14· ·envelope, it was clear that the name that was

15· ·written on the signature line was not the name

16· ·of the voter.· So we then looked into voters

17· ·residing at that address and determined that the

18· ·individual who had signed it was Bedig

19· ·Galladian.· We reached out to Mr. Galladian and

20· ·he responded, and he appeared at a pre-hearing

21· ·conference and cooperated fully in our

22· ·investigation.
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·1· · · · · · ·After the pre-hearing conference, we

·2· ·sent Mr. Galladian a stipulated agreement in the

·3· ·matter, and Mr. Galladian subsequently executed

·4· ·that agreement.· By that stipulation, Mr.

·5· ·Galladian acknowledged that the signature on the

·6· ·signature line appearing above the person's pre-

·7· ·printed name on the D.C. 2024 general election

·8· ·ballot envelope was his signature.· He agreed in

·9· ·the stipulation that he erroneously voted in a

10· ·D.C. 2024 general election ballot that was

11· ·issued to another voter.· He admitted that he

12· ·failed to exercise care and caution in

13· ·completing and returning the ballot to the

14· ·Board.· Mr. Galladian further stipulated that he

15· ·did not intend to vote a ballot issued to

16· ·another voter.· And I would add that he did not

17· ·vote in his own name in that election.

18· · · · · · ·So, we provided the Board with the

19· ·stipulated agreement that has the signature

20· ·evidence attached, and I would ask that the

21· ·Board accept that evidence into the record.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah, (audio
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·1· ·interference).

·2· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And so, with respect to

·3· ·the first six matters that were presented, I

·4· ·would -- or seven matters that were presented,

·5· ·with the exception of Bedig Galladian -- that we

·6· ·issue orders indicating that they would be

·7· ·referred, but also provide them with an

·8· ·opportunity to request a -- to file motions for

·9· ·reconsideration, so that we have one last chance

10· ·to hear from them prior to them being referred

11· ·to the Office of the Attorney General, and the

12· ·orders will so indicate.

13· · · · · · ·And then with respect to -- and so I'll

14· ·ask that we take that one first, the motion that

15· ·we be allowed to refer pending the opportunity

16· ·for the targets to file motions for

17· ·reconsideration by the Board.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The Chair so moves.

19· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Second.

20· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay, and I'll take a roll

21· ·call vote with respect to that.· Mr. Chair?

22· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

·2· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And, with that, we will so

·4· ·govern ourselves accordingly with respect to

·5· ·referral of these matters.

·6· · · · · · ·And with respect to Mr. Bedig

·7· ·Galladian, I would ask for a motion that we

·8· ·accept the stipulated agreement and not refer

·9· ·Mr. Galladian for prosecution.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The Chair so moves.

11· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Second.

12· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· And with that, I'll

13· ·take a roll call vote.· Mr. Chair?

14· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

16· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

17· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And, with that, the Board

18· ·has moved to accept the stipulated agreement

19· ·entered into between the Office of the General

20· ·Counsel and Mr. Galladian, and he will not be

21· ·referred.

22· · · · · · ·And that concludes the enforcement
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·1· ·matters.· And the final item on my agenda is

·2· ·litigation status.· We have four cases.· There

·3· ·has been no change in the status of these

·4· ·matters since the last Board meeting, except for

·5· ·with respect to Charles Wilson v. Muriel Bowser,

·6· ·et al.· The change is that, on March 12th, the

·7· ·court issued an order rescheduling a status

·8· ·hearing that had been set for March 13th to May

·9· ·15th.· That's the only matter that was changed

10· ·among the matters that are currently being

11· ·litigated by the Board.

12· · · · · · ·The first is Stacia Hall v. the Board.

13· · The other ones are Long v. the Board, and the

14· ·final one is the U.S. Department of Justice v.

15· ·the Board.· And that concludes my litigation

16· ·status and the report of the Office of the

17· ·General Counsel in its entirety.· Thank you.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thanks very much.

19· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· I will also add that the

20· ·written order in the Housing Modernization and

21· ·Accessibility Act of 2026 will issue at some

22· ·point this week.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· Well,

·2· ·thanks for all that hard work in the middle of a

·3· ·very busy season.

·4· · · · · · ·Moving on to our Campaign Finance

·5· ·Report from Cecily Collier-Montgomery.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY:· Yes.· Good

·7· ·morning.· For the record, the full report of the

·8· ·activity of the agency will be posted at our

·9· ·website, www.ocfdc.gov, before the close of

10· ·business today, and that report will be for the

11· ·activity of the agency during the month of

12· ·March. I will, however, at this time, just

13· ·highlight a few items of interest for the public

14· ·from the report.

15· · · · · · ·First, on March the 5th, 2026, I

16· ·presented testimony before the Committee on

17· ·Executive Administration and Labor of the

18· ·Council of the District of Columbia on the

19· ·Fiscal Year '25 performance and the Fiscal Year

20· ·'26 plan of the Office of Campaign Finance.

21· · · · · · ·During the presentation, I addressed

22· ·the status of the Fair Elections program and
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·1· ·election cycle 2026, and also discussed the

·2· ·realignment of the Fair Elections Division and

·3· ·the Reports Analysis and Audit Division into one

·4· ·division, the Audit and Compliance Division.

·5· ·The realigned division will be responsible for

·6· ·the entire OCF audit program under one umbrella,

·7· ·including both the Fair Elections program and

·8· ·the traditional campaign finance program.

·9· · · · · · ·With respect to community outreach, we

10· ·participated in several events, which also

11· ·included, in March, a presentation before

12· ·advisory neighborhood commissioners in Ward 8

13· ·and also before the D.C. Federation of Civic and

14· ·Citizens Associations meeting.

15· · · · · · ·In the Fair Elections Program Division,

16· ·during the month of March, for the 2026 election

17· ·cycle, as of this date, there are 21 certified

18· ·participating candidates in the Fair Elections

19· ·Program, and the office has authorized the

20· ·disbursement of the total sum of $6,122,491.68

21· ·from the Fair Elections Fund in base amount and

22· ·matching payments to the certified candidate.
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·1· · · · · · ·For the 2026 special election cycle for

·2· ·Council at-large, as of this date, there are

·3· ·three certified participating candidates in the

·4· ·program, and the agency has authorized the

·5· ·disbursement of the total sum of $320,814.25

·6· ·from the Fair Elections Fund in base amount and

·7· ·matching payments to the three certified

·8· ·candidates.

·9· · · · · · ·During the month of March, we also

10· ·certified three candidates to participate in the

11· ·program in the June 16th, 2026 primary election,

12· ·and 27 disbursements were authorized with public

13· ·funds.· The list of disbursements is available

14· ·in our report.· And the newly certified

15· ·candidates are as follows. The Committee to

16· ·Elect Doni Crawford, Principal Campaign

17· ·Committee. The candidate, Doni Crawford, was

18· ·certified on March the 16th as a participating

19· ·candidate for the covered office of at-large

20· ·member of the Council and the Fair Elections

21· ·Program in the June 16th, 2026 special election

22· ·for a member of the Council at large.· The first

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·half base amount in the amount of $20,000 and

·2· ·matching payments of $90,894.25 were authorized

·3· ·for disbursement on March 16th.

·4· · · · · · ·The second candidate is Dyana for DC,

·5· ·Principal Campaign Committee. The candidate,

·6· ·Dyana Nicandria-Marie Forester was certified on

·7· ·March 16th as a participating candidate for the

·8· ·covered office of at-large member of the Council

·9· ·and the Fair Elections Program in the June 16th,

10· ·2026 primary election.· The first half base

11· ·amount in the amount of $20,000 and matching

12· ·payments of $72,482.50 were authorized for

13· ·disbursement to the committee on March 16, 2026.

14· · · · · · ·The third candidate is Greg Jackson for

15· ·DC, Principal Campaign Committee.· The

16· ·candidate, Gregory Neil (phonetic) Jackson, was

17· ·certified on March 18th as a participating

18· ·candidate for the covered office, again, of at-

19· ·large member of the Council and the Fair

20· ·Elections Program in the June 2026 primary

21· ·election.· The first half base amount payment in

22· ·the amount of $20,000 and matching payment of
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·1· ·$103,135 were authorized for disbursement on

·2· ·March 20, 2026.

·3· · · · · · ·With respect to other activity in the

·4· ·Fair Elections Program, the program conducted 57

·5· ·desk reviews of reports and receipts and

·6· ·expenditures which had been filed by candidates

·7· ·and committees.· And, as a result of the review

·8· ·of those reports of receipts and expenditures,

·9· ·issued 29 requests for additional information.

10· · · · · · ·With respect to remitted funds, as of

11· ·March 31, 2026, the total sum of $928,729.40 has

12· ·been remitted for deposit in the Fair Elections

13· ·Fund.

14· · · · · · ·The complete status of the ongoing

15· ·2020, 2022, 2024, and 2025 post-election full

16· ·field audit is listed in the OCF report.· There

17· ·were five final audit reports which were issued

18· ·during the month of March by the Fair Elections

19· ·Program Division.

20· · · · · · ·The first is Friends of Best, Principal

21· ·Campaign Committee, post-election final

22· ·compliance audit, which was issued on March 9,
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·1· ·2026.· And the candidate was -- was a

·2· ·participating candidate in the 2024 election

·3· ·cycle.

·4· · · · · · ·The Committee to Elect Robert

·5· ·Henderson, Principal Campaign Committee, post-

·6· ·election final compliance audit report was

·7· ·issued on March the 9th, 2026.· The candidate

·8· ·was a participating candidate in the 2022

·9· ·election cycle.

10· · · · · · ·Friends of Dexter, Principal Campaign

11· ·Committee, post-election final compliance audit

12· ·report issued on March 9th.· The candidate was a

13· ·participating candidate in the 2022 election

14· ·cycle.

15· · · · · · ·Gordon Fletcher for Ward 5, Principal

16· ·Campaign Committee, post-election final

17· ·compliance audit report was issued on March the

18· ·13th.· The candidate participated in the 2024

19· ·election cycle.

20· · · · · · ·Brian Footer for DC, Principal Campaign

21· ·Committee, post-election non-compliance report

22· ·was issued on March 23, 2026.· He was a
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·1· ·candidate in the 2026 election cycle.· And the

·2· ·non-compliance audit report will be referred to

·3· ·the General Counsel's Office for enforcement

·4· ·proceedings.

·5· · · · · · ·All of our final audit reports are

·6· ·available at the OCF website for review by the

·7· ·public.

·8· · · · · · ·In the Public Information and Records

·9· ·Management Division, there was one report date

10· ·during the month of March 2026, and that was for

11· ·the filing of receipts and expenditures which

12· ·were due on March 10th for the active 2026

13· ·election cycle, traditional campaign finance

14· ·program candidates and committees, the political

15· ·action committees, the independent expenditure

16· ·committees, and the active 2026 election cycle

17· ·Fair Elections Program candidates and principal

18· ·campaign committees.

19· · · · · · ·For new candidates and committees

20· ·participating in the 2026 election cycle in the

21· ·traditional program, I would just say that there

22· ·are a total of 141 candidates who have
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·1· ·registered, and 137 of those candidates are

·2· ·active.· We have had several candidates who have

·3· ·terminated their candidacy.

·4· · · · · · ·And the following candidates registered

·5· ·during March 2026.· For the office of mayor,

·6· ·Virginia Griggs registered on March 3rd, Michael

·7· ·Arega registered on March 9th, Robert Lee

·8· ·registered on March the 9th, Myrtle Alexander

·9· ·registered on March the 10th, Michael Poindexter

10· ·registered on March the 10th, Stanley Lawson

11· ·registered on March 19th, and Vidhyarini Sampath

12· ·registered on March 26th.

13· · · · · · ·For the office of member of the Council

14· ·at-large, Darryl Moch registered on March 6th.

15· ·For the office of Council chairperson, Jack

16· ·Evans registered on March 20th.· For the office

17· ·of member of the Council Ward 1, Jude Crannitch

18· ·registered on March 3rd.

19· · · · · · ·For the office of the member of the

20· ·Council, Ward 5, Joyce Robinson Paul registered

21· ·on March 3rd.· Bridget French registered on

22· ·March 18th.
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·1· · · · · · ·For the office of member of the

·2· ·Council, Ward 6, Jon Hanen registered on March

·3· ·9th.· For the office of Attorney General, Manuel

·4· ·Rivera registered on March 10th.· With national

·5· ·and local party committee members, Fred

·6· ·Oladeinde registered on March the 25th.· For the

·7· ·office of the member of the Council at-large for

·8· ·the special election, Dwight Davis registered on

·9· ·March the 25th.

10· · · · · · ·In our Fair Elections Program, there

11· ·are currently 56 candidates registered and 41

12· ·are active.· And during the month of March, we

13· ·had a candidate who registered for the primary

14· ·election for the office of mayor.· Anthony

15· ·Mohammed registered on March 12th.· And the 2026

16· ·special elections for the office of member of

17· ·the Council at-large, Andrew Smith registered on

18· ·March 11th.· There were no new committee

19· ·registrations during the month of March ‘26.

20· · · · · · ·Also, the Division referred 13

21· ·committees to the General Counsel for the

22· ·failure to timely file the March 10th report of
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·1· ·receipts and expenditures.· The committees and

·2· ·their treasurers are listed in our report.

·3· ·Also, I would report that nine candidates and

·4· ·treasurers completed our entrance conference for

·5· ·the month of March, and their names are also

·6· ·listed in our report.

·7· · · · · · ·In our Reports Analysis and Audit

·8· ·Division, which is our traditional audit branch,

·9· ·during the month of March, the division

10· ·conducted 80 desk reviews and also issued 14

11· ·audit letters requests for additional

12· ·information based on those reviews.· Also, the

13· ·audit branch issued one audit, the Committee for

14· ·a Better Public Transit Political Action

15· ·Committee.· There was a compliance audit report

16· ·which was issued on March 3rd for the January

17· ·31, '26 report of receipts and expenditures.

18· · · · · · ·And there are also two ongoing periodic

19· ·random audits, and those audit reports are

20· ·listed -- or the names of those committees which

21· ·are being audited.· One is the Constituent

22· ·Service Program and one is a political action
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·1· ·committee.· They are listed in our report.

·2· · · · · · ·And I would ask the General Counsel,

·3· ·William SanFord, to give the report for the

·4· ·activity of the Office of the General Counsel

·5· ·for the Office.

·6· · · · · · ·MR. SANFORD:· Thank you, Director. Good

·7· ·morning, Mr. Chairman and distinguished Board

·8· ·Member Greenfield.

·9· · · · · · ·During the month of March 2026, the

10· ·Office of the General Counsel received 26

11· ·referrals, completed one informal hearing, and

12· ·issued one order in which no fine was imposed.

13· · · · · · ·In the month of March 2026, the Office

14· ·of the General Counsel opened two

15· ·investigations, and they included the following:

16· ·Docket No. OCF-I 2026-003 was opened on March

17· ·11th.· The complainant was JP Szymkowicz, and

18· ·the respondent is Brian Swann and Brian for DC,

19· ·Principal Campaign Committee.· The allegation

20· ·was the improper use of government resources.

21· ·That matter is still pending before the Office

22· ·of the General Counsel.
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·1· · · · · · ·The second investigation is OCF-I 2026-

·2· ·004 consolidated.· That matter was docketed on

·3· ·March 24th through March 30th, and the

·4· ·complainants were Elissa Silverman, Tim Krip,

·5· ·Amy Mauro, Michael Crawford, Senovia Hurtado-

·6· ·Aviles.· The respondent in this matter is the

·7· ·Khalil Lee Principal Campaign Committee, and the

·8· ·allegation is campaign contribution reporting

·9· ·violations. And that matter remains pending for

10· ·the Office of the General Counsel.

11· · · · · · ·During the month of March, there were

12· ·no requests for interpretive opinions and no

13· ·show-cause proceedings were conducted.· This

14· ·report will be published at the OCF website,

15· ·under the data and reports section by close of

16· ·business on today's date, the 1st of April,

17· ·2026.· And that concludes my report.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right. Thank you

19· ·very much.· Thank you to the Office of Campaign

20· ·Finance.

21· · · · · · ·MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY:· Yes, that

22· ·concludes our report.
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· And unless

·2· ·anybody has any other business, we have some

·3· ·time at the end here for public comment.· So I

·4· ·would ask that folks raise their Zoom hand, if

·5· ·they’d like to comment for a couple of minutes.

·6· · · · · · ·Nikolas Schiller?

·7· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Greetings.· Can you hear

·8· ·me okay?

·9· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yes.

10· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· I have just more of a

11· ·housekeeping question.· The Board of Elections

12· ·updates the voter roll on a monthly basis and

13· ·campaigns that are now actively out, certainly

14· ·in petitions.· My question is, is there a

15· ·specific time in which the campaign should be

16· ·requesting the updated voter roll?· Is there a -

17· ·- I know Ms. Stroud has emailed me saying that,

18· ·generally speaking, when requests are made, the

19· ·Board has 15 days to reply.

20· · · · · · ·In past campaigns, I've had staffers

21· ·send me the voter roll when it was published.

22· ·Right now, I'm kind of operating with, like, an
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·1· ·unknown, well, should I send it every week?

·2· ·Should I send it once a week?· And it would just

·3· ·be -- I'm just curious of what's the best

·4· ·protocol so that we're not asking for the Board

·5· ·roll too soon or too late, because when

·6· ·campaigns are reviewing signatures from voters,

·7· ·it's important that they're using the most

·8· ·latest data.

·9· · · · · · ·So I'm just curious if there's going to

10· ·be some clarity of respect to the best time for

11· ·a campaign to reach out to the Board of

12· ·Elections seeking the most updated voter roll.

13· ·Thank you.

14· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· That -- the response that

15· ·I provided was in response to, I guess, a

16· ·concern that you weren't being provided with

17· ·them in a timely fashion.· So I just wanted to

18· ·let you know that, with respect to data

19· ·requests, the Board has up until that amount of

20· ·time, but you can request it anytime you want,

21· ·and I think, you know -- and you could attest to

22· ·this -- that we've been providing them or we
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·1· ·typically provide them with a rapid turnaround.

·2· · · · · · ·So you can request them whenever.

·3· ·Sometimes it might take a little bit longer to

·4· ·provide the voter file because we have to update

·5· ·when we receive a request for voters to be made

·6· ·confidential.· So we have to stop releasing it,

·7· ·and then once we've updated the files so that no

·8· ·confidential voter information is provided, or

·9· ·no voters who've been made confidential have

10· ·their residential address be provided.· But once

11· ·we've done that, we provide the roll, you know,

12· ·fairly quickly.

13· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Yeah, and even this

14· ·month, when I requested the voter roll through

15· ·the FOIA process, I was able to receive the

16· ·voter roll later that day.· It was not a real

17· ·issue about the turnaround.· And the FOIA person

18· ·even responded saying, hey, they're on maternity

19· ·leave, and that's why the request I had made in

20· ·December wasn't fulfilled in a basic timeline.

21· · · · · · My question is more detailed as respect

22· ·to, is there a time in which the voter roll

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·should be requested?· Like if I was to make the

·2· ·request through the FOIA process, should I make

·3· ·the request: I would like to have the April

·4· ·voter roll when it is available?· So that way,

·5· ·when it becomes available, they can respond to

·6· ·me?· As opposed to asking for the April voter

·7· ·roll and it’s not ready yet, or it won’t be

·8· ·ready for 15 more days.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· So it's not a question of

10· ·the 15 days.· That’s just the timeframe within

11· ·which we have to respond to requests for

12· ·records. So, if you want the voter roll, you can

13· ·submit it, and if it is available, you can have

14· ·it.· But if you ask for the voter roll as of a

15· ·date, then you will wait until that voter roll

16· ·is available according to the parameters that

17· ·you provided in your request.

18· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Can there be a standing

19· ·request where a voter requests it every month

20· ·when it's available, after any redactions or

21· ·changes have been made?

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Yeah, changes, I mean --
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·1· ·yeah, they -- the voter roll is constantly

·2· ·evolving because we get, you know, requests for

·3· ·additions, there are removals depending on

·4· ·certain things.· Yeah, so, I would just -- I

·5· ·would recommend that people that want the voter

·6· ·roll submit requests for when they want it.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Okay.· Thank you for

·8· ·your time.· I appreciate it.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· You're welcome.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Well, thank you

11· ·everybody for attending.· Seeing no other hands

12· ·at this time I'd move that we adjourn.· Oh,

13· ·there's a second.

14· · · · · · ·All right, all in favor?· Aye.· Thanks,

15· ·everybody.· Have a great day.

16· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

17· ·went off the record at 11:50 a.m.)
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed

·4· ·under my direction; further, that said

·5· ·transcript is a true and accurate record of the

·6· ·proceedings; and that I am neither counsel for,

·7· ·related to, nor employed by any of the parties

·8· ·to this action in which this matter was taken;

·9· ·and further that I am not a relative nor an

10· ·employee of any of the parties nor counsel

11· ·employed by the parties, and I am not

12· ·financially or otherwise interested in the

13· ·outcome of the action.
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19· ·_______________________

20· ·Vicky Simonyak
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