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·1· · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(11:00 a.m.)

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIR· THOMPSON:· · Good· morning,

·4· ·everybody.· Hi.· I'm Gary Thompson, the chair of

·5· ·the D.C. Board of Elections.· And with me is

·6· ·Karyn Greenfield, my fellow Board member.· We

·7· ·have got a quorum.

·8· · · · · · · ·So the first thing we do is adopt our

·9· ·agenda, which we have had a chance to look at in

10· ·advance.· And at this time, I would move the

11· ·agenda.

12· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor?

14· · · · · · · ·(Chorus of ayes.)

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· And real quick,

16· ·also, we have looked at our minutes from last

17· ·time, and I would move that we adopt those

18· ·minutes.

19· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor.

21· · · · · · · ·(Chorus of ayes.)

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Our agenda
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·1· ·has changed a little bit.· Today is our regular

·2· ·board meeting for this month.· But we were going

·3· ·to also certify the special election results.

·4· ·And I understand the D.C. Council asked us to

·5· ·wait one day.· So instead, we are going to do

·6· ·that· portion· tomorrow· where· we· certify· the

·7· ·special election results from Ward 8.

·8· · · · · · · ·So with that, I will turn it over to

·9· ·our Executive Director, Monica Holman Evans.

10· · · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Thank you, Mr. Chair.

11· ·And just to reiterate and make sure all of the

12· ·information is on the record, certification of

13· ·the Ward 8 special election results, will be

14· ·tomorrow· August· 8· at· 9:00· a.m.· · And· that

15· ·information is on our website to join virtually.

16· · · · · · · ·I will begin with executive director

17· ·July engagements.· On July 21, I attended the

18· ·Electronic Registration Information Center, or

19· ·ERIC, board meeting in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,

20· ·OKC.· We approved changes to the Membership

21· ·Agreement and to the bylaws.

22· · · · · · · ·From July 22 through July 24, I
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·1· ·attended the summer meeting of the National

·2· ·Association of State Election Directors, also in

·3· ·OKC.

·4· · · · · · · ·Agenda topics included challenges to

·5· ·election security, voting system certification,

·6· ·and voter registration list maintenance.

·7· · · · · · · ·Voter registration rolls.· In July,

·8· ·we registered 3,077 new voters and processed

·9· ·4,616· registration· changes.· · In· total,· we

10· ·prepared 7,693 voter registration cards to be

11· ·mailed.

12· · · · · · · ·Additionally, 224 registered voters

13· ·moved out of D.C., 420 voters cancelled their

14· ·D.C. registrations and registered with other

15· ·jurisdictions, and 820 voters registered in D.C.

16· ·after cancelling their registrations in other

17· ·states.

18· · · · · · · ·Online voter registration.· We are

19· ·continuing to register voters using our website

20· ·portal.· To date, we have processed over 98,860

21· ·applications using the portal.· These include new

22· ·voter· registrations· and· updates· to· existing
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·1· ·registrations.

·2· · · · · · · ·Total· non-citizen· registration· is

·3· ·980.· In July, we registered four new non-citizen

·4· ·voters.· Some non-citizens have been removed from

·5· ·the registry due to our list maintenance efforts.

·6· · · · · · · ·We are continuing our outreach in

·7· ·D.C. communities to share information.

·8· · · · · · · ·In· 2025,· next· steps· in· off-year

·9· ·election year planning.· As previously mentioned,

10· ·we are working with our voter registration vendor

11· ·to· implement· the· requirements· of· the· new

12· ·Automatic Voter Registration, or AVR, Expansion

13· ·Act, which goes into effect on October 1.· We are

14· ·also monitoring pending legislation information

15· ·on the federal level.

16· · · · · · · ·Legislation· to· repeal· the· Local

17· ·Resident Voting Rights Amendment Act passed the

18· ·House.· Senator Britt has now introduced Senate

19· ·Bill 2636 that prohibits individuals who are not

20· ·citizens of the United States from voting in

21· ·elections in the District of Columbia and to

22· ·repeal the Local Resident Voting Rights Amendment
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·1· ·Act of 2022.

·2· · · · · · · ·Mail canvass, list maintenance.· We

·3· ·are actively engaged in list maintenance to

·4· ·ensure that accuracy and integrity of the voter

·5· ·registration database.· The ongoing effort is

·6· ·critical· to· keeping· the· voter· registration

·7· ·database accurate and includes identifying and

·8· ·updating records for voters who have moved out of

·9· ·the District of Columbia or D.C., voters who have

10· ·changed· ·addresses· ·within· ·D.C.,· ·duplicate

11· ·registrations and D.C.'s individuals.

12· · · · · · · ·As part of our biannual canvass, we

13· ·sent two rounds of mailers to make sure the voter

14· ·registration records are accurate.· During the

15· ·first· canvass· mailer,· a· total· of· 153,407

16· ·non-forwardable mailers were sent to voters who

17· ·did not participate in the 2024 general election.

18· ·We received 20,705 responses, including 2,772

19· ·voters who confirmed their addresses by mail,

20· ·2,867 voters who reported moving within D.C.,

21· ·7,620 voters who moved out of D.C., 212 voters

22· ·identified as deceased, 3,613 mailers labeled
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·1· ·return to sender, and 11,621 mailers returned as

·2· ·undeliverable.

·3· · · · · · · ·The second canvass mailer was sent to

·4· ·21,983 voters who did not respond to the initial

·5· ·mailing.· From this group, 6,819 mailers were

·6· ·returned,· · which· · included· · 431· · address

·7· ·confirmations by mail, 34 voters who moved within

·8· ·D.C., 124 voters who moved out of the state, and

·9· ·28 voters identified as deceased.· 1,621 mailers

10· ·were labeled return to sender, and 4,581 mailers

11· ·were returned as undeliverable.

12· · · · · · · ·We· have· been· collaborating· with

13· ·Experian Credit Reporting Agency to assist with

14· ·list maintenance.· We submitted over 473,000

15· ·voter records for data matching.· After an

16· ·initial quality review, Experian returned 93,453

17· ·records with updated address information.· We

18· ·will review these updates and take appropriate

19· ·action to confirm the addresses.

20· · · · · · · ·ERIC· ·voter· ·participation,· ·case

21· ·activity.· We are actively investigating ERIC

22· ·cases from multiple states to identify potential
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·1· ·instances of voters who may have voted more than

·2· ·once in D.C., voters who voted in D.C. and

·3· ·another jurisdiction, or individuals who voted on

·4· ·behalf of a deceased person during the 2024

·5· ·general election.

·6· · · · · · · ·We· have· conducted· a· series· of

·7· ·meetings with our vendors related to the recent

·8· ·special election.· These meetings focus on what

·9· ·went well and what could have been improved.

10· ·Based on the findings and recommendations, we

11· ·will implement any necessary changes in future

12· ·elections.

13· · · · · · · ·Voter education and outreach.· During

14· ·the month of July, the Voter Education and

15· ·Outreach Division, or VEOD, participated in six

16· ·outreach events on behalf of the Agency.

17· · · · · · · ·These events included a visit to

18· ·higher senior living and participation in the

19· ·Metropolitan Police Department and Department of

20· ·Parks and Recreation, Beat the Streets, Late

21· ·Night Hype event.

22· · · · · · · ·In· preparation· for· the· special
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·1· ·election for the Ward 8 Council seat, the VEOD

·2· ·team targeted its outreach efforts in communities

·3· ·across Ward 8 through strategic partnerships and

·4· ·stakeholder engagement.

·5· · · · · · · ·VEOD utilized partnerships with high

·6· ·schools,· colleges· and· universities,· senior

·7· ·residential buildings, nursing homes, libraries

·8· ·and community organizations.

·9· · · · · · · ·Election· Worker· Division.· · The

10· ·Election Worker Division trained 215 election

11· ·workers and deployed 170 individuals for the Ward

12· ·8 special election.

13· · · · · · · ·The Election Worker Division also

14· ·reviewed the site coordinator surveys that were

15· ·completed at vote centers.· The division is

16· ·developing a report that summarizes the events at

17· ·the various vote centers.

18· · · · · · · ·ANC vacancies.· We currently· have 17

19· ·active ANC vacancies for the '25-'26 term.· These

20· ·positions· are· in· different· stages· of· being

21· ·filled.· After candidate filing requirements are

22· ·met and open voter registered voters of the
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·1· ·effective SMD will be held during regularly

·2· ·scheduled ANC meetings.

·3· · · · · · · ·The Department of Corrections in ANC

·4· ·7F have scheduled an election to fill the vacancy

·5· ·for 7F08.

·6· · · · · · · ·The Ward 8 special election is over.

·7· ·We had four early vote centers open from July 11

·8· ·through July 14.· There were 12 election day vote

·9· ·centers open on July 15, election day, and

10· ·ballots mailed via the U.S. Postal Service and

11· ·postmarked by July 15 were able to be received at

12· ·BOE until July 25.

13· · · · · · · ·We have 55,992 registered Ward 8

14· ·voters who were eligible to vote in the special

15· ·election.· There were 8,671 ballots cast.· Voter

16· ·turnout was 15.49 percent.· We had 65 percent of

17· ·voters voting by mail and 35 percent of voters

18· ·who chose to vote in person at vote centers.

19· · · · · · · ·And that concludes my report.

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· Thank

21· ·you very much.· And with that, we will turn to

22· ·General Counsel Terri Stroud.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you, Mr. Chair.

·2· ·So first, and this is not on the agenda, I wanted

·3· ·to acknowledge our interns who are concluding

·4· ·their service with us this week.· We have four of

·5· ·them present.· They are Amir, Matthew, Trevor and

·6· ·Chi-Chi, and they are here.· And they have been

·7· ·doing a wonderful job for all of us this summer.

·8· · · · · · · ·They had a send-off last week, which

·9· ·was just acknowledging their service.· But they

10· ·are here.· So I just wanted to say for the record

11· ·that we had a wonderful, wonderful class this

12· ·year.· They did a lot of amazing work, made a lot

13· ·of great connections, learned about professional

14· ·development.· And they are amazing.· And I look

15· ·forward to all of the great things that they are

16· ·going to do in the future.

17· · · · · · · ·And if you wanted to say something,

18· ·either or both of you?

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah, of course,

20· ·thank you so much, everybody, for being with us

21· ·this summer.· We really appreciate your hard

22· ·work.· I hope you had a great experience.
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·1· · · · · · · ·I was also an intern at a government

·2· ·agency in the summer between my sophomore and

·3· ·junior year of college.· And I look back upon it

·4· ·fondly.· It taught me a lot and it still stays

·5· ·with me to this day.· So best wishes in your next

·6· ·semester or your next chapter, and good luck.

·7· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Yes, and I will

·8· ·just reiterate what Gary said.· Thanks for being

·9· ·interns· for us.· I hope you got a lot of

10· ·experience and gained some knowledge on just how

11· ·this whole process works.

12· · · · · · · ·Good luck in wherever you are going

13· ·next in your next endeavors.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· And the first

15· ·item on my agenda is enforcement hearings.· We

16· ·have two, and they concern double voting in

17· ·connection with the 2024 general election.

18· · · · · · · ·The matters are in the matter of

19· ·Lydia· Calitri· and· in· the· matter· of· Claire

20· ·Gudewich.

21· · · · · · · ·By way of background, the Board is a

22· ·member of the Electronic Registration Information
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·1· ·Center, also known as ERIC.· It is a non-profit,

·2· ·non-partisan list maintenance organization that

·3· ·was created by and is comprised of state election

·4· ·officials.· And it helps election officials

·5· ·maintain more accurate voter rolls.

·6· · · · · · · ·They· have· a· voter· participation

·7· ·project· program· that· allows· its· members· to

·8· ·request reports after each general election that

·9· ·will allow them to identify potential illegal

10· ·voting activity, such as voters who may have cast

11· ·ballots in more than one state, more than one

12· ·ballot in the same state or Federal District as

13· ·the District is, and who -- or who may have voted

14· ·on behalf of a deceased voter.

15· · · · · · · ·Voting in two jurisdictions is a

16· ·violation of federal law 52 U.S.C. 10307.· And it

17· ·carries penalties of a fine of not more than

18· ·$10,000 or imprisonment of not more than five

19· ·years, or both, for each offense.

20· · · · · · · ·In terms of the District's election

21· ·laws,· it· is· a· crime· to· make· any· false

22· ·representation as to a person's qualifications
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·1· ·for voting or to fraudulently cast a ballot.· And

·2· ·the· Board· is· authorized,· upon· the· General

·3· ·Counsel's recommendation, to initiate enforcement

·4· ·with respect to criminal matters by referral to

·5· ·the· U.S.· Department· of· Justice· and/or· the

·6· ·District's own Attorney General.

·7· · · · · · · ·The Board may also impose civil fines

·8· ·of up to $2,000 for each election law violation

·9· ·upon the recommendation of the General Counsel.

10· · · · · · · ·After the 2024 general election, the

11· ·Board requested VPP reports from ERIC and began

12· ·conducting investigations in conjunction with

13· ·other states who also participated in the project

14· ·for that year.

15· · · · · · · ·Based on the information that was

16· ·received· from· the· participating· states,· the

17· ·Board's· Data· Services· Division· worked· to

18· ·determine whether individuals identified in the

19· ·reports who potentially voted in both D.C. and

20· ·another· · jurisdiction· · corresponded· · with

21· ·individuals· in· our· registration· records· by

22· ·comparing various data points, including dates of
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·1· ·birth, social security numbers, driver's license

·2· ·numbers, et cetera.

·3· · · · · · · ·Once reports from the participating

·4· ·states· who· had· information· regarding· double

·5· ·voting that implicated D.C. voters was received,

·6· ·we reviewed and verified the information and

·7· ·began to schedule pre-hearing conferences with

·8· ·the individuals to determine what happened.

·9· · · · · · · ·We held pre-hearing conferences in

10· ·connection with both of the matters before the

11· ·Board today.· The one for Ms. Calitri took place

12· ·on June 6 and the one for Ms. Gudewich took place

13· ·on July 22.

14· · · · · · · ·At· · that· · these· · conferences,

15· ·representatives from the Office of the General

16· ·Counsel presented each party with the material

17· ·information that was provided by data services

18· ·that indicated potential double voting in D.C.

19· ·and another jurisdiction.

20· · · · · · · ·And the outcome of these conferences

21· ·is that the Office of the General Counsel has

22· ·entered into stipulation agreements with both
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·1· ·parties.· And with that, I will have Senior Staff

·2· ·Attorney Christine Pembroke present both matters

·3· ·to the Board.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· Thank you, General

·5· ·Counsel.

·6· · · · · · · ·So with respect to the ERIC report

·7· ·just described by General Counsel for the 2024

·8· ·general election, we were able to ascertain that

·9· ·an individual voted by mail in the District of

10· ·Columbia and the same individual voted in the

11· ·2024 general election in Michigan.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And this is Ms. Calitri.

13· · · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· This is Ms. Calitri.

14· ·This is the first matter, yes.

15· · · · · · · ·So when we reviewed the mailed ballot

16· ·return· envelope· for· the· D.C.· vote,· it· was

17· ·immediately apparent that the individual who had

18· ·signed that ballot return envelope was not the

19· ·person to whom the ballot was issued.· The ballot

20· ·return envelope was legibly signed in another

21· ·name.

22· · · · · · · ·So upon further investigation, we
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·1· ·were able to determine that the signature on the

·2· ·ballot return envelope matched the signature for

·3· ·another individual who was residing at the same

·4· ·residence as the voter to whom the ballot was

·5· ·issued, and that individual was Lydia Calitri.

·6· · · · · · · ·We reached out to Ms. Calitri.· She

·7· ·promptly· responded· and· completely· and· fully

·8· ·cooperated with us in our investigation.· And she

·9· ·ultimately entered into a stipulation agreeing to

10· ·the facts that I will be discussing.

11· · · · · · · ·She explained that she moved into the

12· ·residence where the ballot was sent in May of

13· ·2022, so approximately a year and a half before

14· ·the election at issue, and that she had received

15· ·a mail ballot in the November 2022 election that

16· ·was issued to her and voted it.

17· · · · · · · ·And then when she received a ballot

18· ·in the mail for the November 2024 election, she

19· ·filled it out, completed it, sent it in, did not

20· ·think to -- of the possibility that it was a

21· ·ballot that was for someone else and didn't

22· ·notice that the ballot -- the name printed on the
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·1· ·front of the ballot below the signature line was

·2· ·not her name.

·3· · · · · · · ·So she voted the ballot erroneously,

·4· ·and she has acknowledged that and admitted to it.

·5· ·But there is an oath on the ballot that she was

·6· ·signing,· and· she· signed· the· ballot· return

·7· ·envelope indicating that she was swearing and

·8· ·affirming that she was the voter.· So her act of

·9· ·casting· the· ballot· technically· constitutes

10· ·fraudulent voting.

11· · · · · · · ·So we have the stipulation that she

12· ·has· entered· into· as· well· as· evidence· that

13· ·supports the stipulation which we have submitted

14· ·to the Board in anticipation of this meeting.

15· ·And Ms. Calitri said she was going to be here to

16· ·make a statement.

17· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· She is here.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· She is here.· So with

19· ·that, I would ask that the Board accept the

20· ·stipulation· and· the· evidence· that· has· been

21· ·submitted into the record.· And that would

22· ·conclude· the· evidentiary· submission· by· the
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·1· ·General Counsel's Office.

·2· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah, yeah, the

·3· ·Board· so· receives· the· stipulation· and· the

·4· ·evidence that has been submitted.· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS.· STROUD:· · And· it· would· be

·6· ·appropriate at this time if it is the Board's

·7· ·pleasure to hear from Ms. Calitri with respect to

·8· ·what has been stated and submitted for the

·9· ·record.· And Ms. Calitri is here.

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Hello, Ms. Calitri.

11· ·Thanks for being here.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. CALITRI:· Oh, hi.· Can you all

13· ·hear me?

14· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yes.

15· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Yes.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. CALITRI:· Okay, great.· Yes, so I

17· ·have previously spoken with Christine about this

18· ·whole thing.· As she mentioned, I have been

19· ·living at this address for the past three years.

20· ·And I have voted previously from this address.

21· · · · · · · ·I do continue to receive some of Seth

22· ·Oppenheim's mail, and -- he was the previous
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·1· ·resident before me.· And so when I received my

·2· ·ballot for the 2024 election, because I had voted

·3· ·at this address previously, I thought that the

·4· ·ballot was mine, and I filled it out accordingly.

·5· ·And I did not realize that his name was on the

·6· ·ballot and not mine.· And this was not, you know,

·7· ·informed to me until Christine reached out about

·8· ·the investigation.

·9· · · · · · · ·So· ·I· ·fully,· ·you· ·know,· ·take

10· ·responsibility for the mistake and, yeah, I just

11· ·--· anything· to· get· this· resolved· is· much

12· ·appreciated.· And thank you, Christine, for all

13· ·of your cooperation as well.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Do the Board members

15· ·have questions or --

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· No questions.  I

17· ·appreciate· your· comment,· Ms.· Calitri.· · It

18· ·certainly sounds like it was an inadvertent

19· ·mistake on your part with no intent to deceive or

20· ·commit fraud or that sort of thing.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. CALITRI:· Yes, and --

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· So I appreciate --
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. CALITRI:· Sorry.· The one thing I

·2· ·will also mention is that I also do not know Seth

·3· ·Oppenheim personally.· I have not met him.· He

·4· ·just used to live in the apartment that I used to

·5· ·live in.· That's all.

·6· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. CALITRI:· Yeah.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. CALITRI:· Thanks so much.

10· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you, Ms. Calitri.

11· ·So with that, I would recommend, consistent with

12· ·past decisions of the Board in related matters

13· ·that a civil fine of $100 be imposed against Ms.

14· ·Calitri for her erroneous voting of the ballot

15· ·consistent with the stipulation agreement.

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· I appreciate that.

17· ·And I will accept that recommendation and so move

18· ·that we impose a civil fine of $100.· And Ms.

19· ·Calitri, it is kind of like a traffic ticket or,

20· ·you know, that kind of thing.

21· · · · · · · ·I think it is important for us to

22· ·identify these cases and in the situation of an
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·1· ·inadvertent mistake like this, impose a modest

·2· ·civil fine.· So I am good with that and so move.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that --

·4· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· -- with respect to --

·6· ·the second -- and then we will have a vote.

·7· ·Chairman Thompson?

·8· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

10· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· The Board has accepted

12· ·the recommendation of the General Counsel to

13· ·impose a $100 civil fine on Ms. Calitri for her

14· ·erroneous· voting· of· the· ballot.· · And· that

15· ·concludes this matter.

16· · · · · · · ·And we have the second one, which is

17· ·in the matter of Claire Gudewich.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· Yes.· And, again, this

19· ·is a matter that came to our attention because of

20· ·the· ERIC report with respect to the 2024 general

21· ·election.

22· · · · · · · ·We· received· information· in· that
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·1· ·report that the same individual voted in the

·2· ·District of Columbia in person and also voted by

·3· ·absentee ballot in South Carolina.

·4· · · · · · · ·When we investigated this matter, we

·5· ·were able to contact Ms. Gudewich.· She responded

·6· ·promptly and fully cooperated with us in our

·7· ·investigation.

·8· · · · · · · ·She attended a pre-hearing conference

·9· ·and was represented by counsel and eventually

10· ·entered into a stipulation agreement with the

11· ·Office of General Counsel.

12· · · · · · · ·And in that stipulation agreement,

13· ·she essentially explains that she had a second

14· ·residence in South Carolina.· And during COVID

15· ·she experienced difficulties getting her D.C.

16· ·license renewed through the mail while she was

17· ·living temporarily in South Carolina.· And faced

18· ·with· the· prospect· of· losing· her· driving

19· ·privilege, she went and registered as a driver in

20· ·South· Carolina,· which· meant· she· became  a

21· ·registered voter in South Carolina.

22· · · · · · · ·So in the summer of 2024, she was
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·1· ·dealing with family matters that she knew would

·2· ·make it difficult for her to be sure where she

·3· ·would· be· located· during· the· 2024· general

·4· ·election.· So she reached out to South Carolina

·5· ·and requested an absentee ballot.

·6· · · · · · · ·South Carolina sent her an absentee

·7· ·ballot.· She completed it and actually personally

·8· ·handed it to a mail carrier, who was collecting

·9· ·mail in the area where she was.

10· · · · · · · ·And then after she mailed the ballot,

11· ·she· became· concerned· that· it· would· not· be

12· ·delivered· to· the· South· Carolina· election

13· ·authorities because she did not include postage

14· ·on the mail ballot return envelope and she was

15· ·worried that would mean that the ballot would not

16· ·be received.

17· · · · · · · ·So· she· began· to· monitor· South

18· ·Carolina's online ballot tracking system.· And

19· ·she could see that a ballot had been sent to her

20· ·but she was not able to see any evidence that the

21· ·South· Carolina· authorities· had· received· her

22· ·ballot.
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·1· · · · · · · ·And just as an aside, South Carolina

·2· ·is a little bit different.· In South Carolina,

·3· ·your mailed ballot has to be received by election

·4· ·day whereas in the District there is a 10-day

·5· ·grace· period· for· mailed· ballots· that· are

·6· ·postmarked before the election.· So the timing

·7· ·constraints on her were a little bit tighter than

·8· ·if she had voted by mail in D.C.

·9· · · · · · · ·So when she wasn't able to confirm

10· ·that South Carolina had received her mailed

11· ·ballot, early on election day, she went in person

12· ·to a D.C. vote center and voted there.

13· · · · · · · ·Unbeknownst to her, South Carolina

14· ·had in fact credited her mailed ballot on 3:50 on

15· ·the day before the election.

16· · · · · · · ·I did speak with a representative of

17· ·the South Carolina Voting Authority in Beaufort

18· ·County, which was the applicable jurisdiction.

19· ·And they confirmed that Ms. Gudewich should have

20· ·been able to see on their online ballot tracking

21· ·system that her ballot had been received at 3:50

22· ·on the day before the election.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· So that information was

·2· ·posted at 3:50 on --

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. PEMBROKE:· Yes.· That is what

·4· ·they affirmed.· Because the records we had from

·5· ·the South Carolina Authority said that her ballot

·6· ·had been credited.· And I wasn't sure just what

·7· ·that meant in terms of what Ms. Gudewich would

·8· ·have been able to ascertain the day before the

·9· ·election.

10· · · · · · · ·Ms.· Gudewich· entered· into· the

11· ·stipulation, acknowledging that, you know, she

12· ·didn't vote with the intent of double voting.

13· ·She was just trying to exercise her right to vote

14· ·in the 2024 election.· And I believe she is here

15· ·with her attorney to make statements.

16· · · · · · · ·At this point, I would request that

17· ·the Board accept into the record the stipulation

18· ·agreement and the other documents that support

19· ·the stipulation which were submitted to the

20· ·Board.· And then that would conclude the General

21· ·Counsel Office presentation on this case.

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you so much.

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·Those materials are received.· I appreciate it.

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that, we will

·3· ·hear from Ms. Gudewich and/or her attorney, who

·4· ·may be present with her.

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Hello, Ms. Gudewich.

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. GUDEWICH:· Can you hear me?

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Sure can.· Good

·8· ·morning.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. GUDEWICH:· Thank you.· I just

10· ·wanted to say that I accept the stipulation,

11· ·which does accurately reflect and explain how I

12· ·mistakenly cast ballots in South Carolina and in

13· ·Washington, D.C.

14· · · · · · · ·And· · although· · this· · happened

15· ·unintentionally,· I· am· truly· sorry· that· it

16· ·occurred.· I have the utmost respect for the

17· ·voting process, and I can promise the Board that

18· ·this will never happen again.

19· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you.

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you so much.

21· ·I appreciate it.· You are obviously a committed

22· ·and zealous voter so we appreciate that albeit
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·1· ·that it was another inadvertent mistake here.

·2· · · · · · · ·I just want to add for the record.

·3· ·It is so -- the ERIC system is so important.· It

·4· ·is the system that allows us to identify these

·5· ·situations where double voting has occurred.· In

·6· ·these two cases, by inadvertent mistake, but

·7· ·perhaps in other cases, with a higher level of

·8· ·intent.

·9· · · · · · · ·It· only· works· if· other· states

10· ·participate in it.· So we urge all of the states

11· ·in our nation to participate so we and they can

12· ·identify situations like this.

13· · · · · · · ·So, just an observation.· I will turn

14· ·it back to the General Counsel.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you, Mr. Chair.

16· ·And with that, I recommend that the Board impose

17· ·a· civil· fine· of· $100· on· Ms.· Gudewich· for

18· ·unintentionally voting twice in the 2024 general

19· ·election.

20· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The Chair accepts

21· ·the recommendation, and I so move to impose a

22· ·civil fine of $100.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· And I second.

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And I will wait until

·3· ·that second, which I did this time.· And I will

·4· ·take a roll call vote.· Mr. Chair?

·5· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Chair votes aye.

·6· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

·7· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I vote aye.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that, the Board

·9· ·accepts the recommendation of the General Counsel

10· ·to impose a $100 civil fine on Ms. Gudewich for

11· ·unintentionally voting twice in the 2024 general

12· ·election.· And that concludes this matter and the

13· ·enforcement matters.

14· · · · · · · ·And I will proceed to the next item

15· ·on my agenda, which is the formulations for

16· ·Initiative Measure 84, the District of Columbia

17· ·Time Stability Act.· And I just want to see

18· ·whether or not Mr. Bernier is present today.· And

19· ·if he could raise his hand to indicate he is

20· ·present.· Yeah, that's it.

21· · · · · · · ·Mr. Bernier, am I pronouncing your

22· ·name right?· I just want to make sure I have it.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MR.· BERNIER:· · Yeah,· it's· close

·2· ·enough.· It is pronounced Bernier, but --

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· Thank you.

·4· · · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· Mm-hmm.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS.· STROUD:· · I· will· provide

·6· ·background for the benefit of the public.

·7· · · · · · · ·On June 5, 2025, the Board rendered

·8· ·an oral ruling in which it determined that the

·9· ·proposed measure, the District of Columbia Time

10· ·Stability Act, met proper subject requirements

11· ·and it issued a written order to that effect on

12· ·June 9.

13· · · · · · · ·The· Board's· task· today· is· to

14· ·formulate the short title and summary statement

15· ·for the measure and to prepare the legislative

16· ·text in the proper legislative form.

17· · · · · · · ·Pursuant to 1-1001.01(16)(c) of the

18· ·elections statute, the Board is required to

19· ·prepare a true and impartial summary statement,

20· ·written in plain language not to exceed 100

21· ·words, bearing the serial number of the measure

22· ·and expressing the purpose of the measure.
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·1· · · · · · · ·Such· · statements· · shall· · not

·2· ·intentionally create prejudice for or against the

·3· ·measure.· The Board shall prepare a short title

·4· ·for the measure, consisting of not more than 15

·5· ·words to permit the voters to identify readily

·6· ·the initiative measure and to distinguish it from

·7· ·other measures which may appear on the ballot.

·8· · · · · · · ·It is also to prepare in the proper

·9· ·legislative· form· the· proposed· measure· where

10· ·applicable,· ·which· ·shall· ·conform· ·to· ·the

11· ·legislative· drafting· styles· of· acts· of· the

12· ·Council· and· consult· experts· in· legislative

13· ·drafting, including the Attorney General and the

14· ·general counsel of the Council.

15· · · · · · · ·And the Board has done that.· The

16· ·Board's Office of the General Counsel drafted

17· ·proposed formulations for the initiative, which

18· ·were published in the D.C. Register on several

19· ·dates, June 20, June 27, and August 1 due to

20· ·rescheduling.· And it was also published on the

21· ·Board's website on June 18.

22· · · · · · · ·The· ·formulations· ·included· ·the
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·1· ·legislative text in the proper legislative form,

·2· ·which was drafted with very helpful input from

·3· ·the District's Office of Attorney General.

·4· · · · · · · ·The proposer has reviewed the draft

·5· ·language and to my knowledge has provided no

·6· ·suggestions for the Board to consider today.· And

·7· ·we received no input from the public regarding

·8· ·the proposed formulations.

·9· · · · · · · ·And so we will use these proposed

10· ·formulations from which to work.· If helpful,

11· ·suggestions are provided that the Board deems

12· ·necessary to achieve full compliance under the

13· ·statute.

14· · · · · · · ·After adoption, the Board will notify

15· ·the proposer of the measure of the exact language

16· ·adopted today, and submit the formulations to be

17· ·published in at least one newspaper of general

18· ·circulation, on the Board's website, and in the

19· ·D.C. Register.

20· · · · · · · ·The publication in the D.C. Register,

21· ·which will take place on either August 15 or

22· ·August 22, depending on whether we can meet
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·1· ·today's deadline for publication, will launch a

·2· ·10-day period during which any registered voter,

·3· ·who object to the formulations, may seek review

·4· ·in the Superior Court of the District of Columbia

·5· ·stating objections and requesting appropriate

·6· ·changes.

·7· · · · · · · ·Registered· qualified· electors· may

·8· ·also file objections regarding the initiative

·9· ·with the Court on other grounds during this

10· ·period, including the Board's determination that

11· ·the proposed measure presents a proper subject

12· ·for initiative.

13· · · · · · · ·That· 10-day· period· will· end· on

14· ·Monday, August 25 or Tuesday, September 2, again,

15· ·depending on the date that the formulations are

16· ·published in the D.C. Register.

17· · · · · · · ·And if we could share on the screen

18· ·-- as we have on the screen, the formulations

19· ·that were published in the D.C. Register.· And I

20· ·will read it into the record.

21· · · · · · · ·The short title is, The District of

22· ·Columbia· Time· Stability· Act.· · The· summary
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·1· ·statement reads as follows.

·2· · · · · · · ·The District of Columbia shall opt

·3· ·out of observing Daylight Savings Time, DST, as

·4· ·permitted by the Uniform Time Act and shall

·5· ·establish Permanent Standard Time equivalent to

·6· ·Eastern Standard Time, EST, year-round.

·7· · · · · · · ·The· legislative· text· reads· as

·8· ·follows:· The District of Columbia Time Stability

·9· ·Act, Section 1.· Title and Purpose.· This

10· ·initiative shall be known as the District of

11· ·Columbia Time Stability Act.· Its purpose is to

12· ·exempt Washington D.C. from observing Daylight

13· ·Savings· Time,· DST,· and· establish· Permanent

14· ·Standard Time· year-round.

15· · · · · · · ·Section 2. Summary.· Exemption from

16· ·Daylight Saving Time.· The District of Columbia

17· ·shall opt out of observing Daylight Saving Time,

18· ·DST, as permitted by the Uniform Time Act and

19· ·shall· ·establish· ·Permanent· ·Standard· ·Time

20· ·equivalent· to· Eastern· Standard· Time,· EST,

21· ·year-round.

22· · · · · · · ·Section· 3.· Implementation.· · The
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·1· ·District of Columbia government shall implement

·2· ·Permanent Standard Time on Sunday, November 1,

·3· ·2026 at 2:00 a.m. when the rest of the country

·4· ·sets clocks back to standard time, thereby opting

·5· ·out of future Daylight Saving Time changes.

·6· · · · · · · ·Section 4. Effective Date.· This

·7· ·initiative shall take effect upon approval by a

·8· ·majority of D.C. voters and completion of any

·9· ·necessary· legislative· procedures,· including

10· ·potential congressional review.

11· · · · · · · ·Section 5. Intent.· This initiative

12· ·intends to improve safety, health and quality of

13· ·life for D.C. residents by eliminating biannual

14· ·time changes and providing a stable time zone.

15· · · · · · · ·And so those are -- one second.  I

16· ·think I am missing -- effective -- one moment.

17· ·Section· 3· says· fiscal· impact· statement· and

18· ·Section 4, effective date.· This act shall take

19· ·effect after a 30-day period of congressional

20· ·review as provided in Section 16(r)(1) of the

21· ·District of Columbia Code of 1955, effective June

22· ·7, 1979, D.C. Law 3-1, D.C. Official Code Section

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·1-1001.16(r)(1).

·2· · · · · · · ·And so with that, we can have a

·3· ·discussion about whether or not the Board's

·4· ·formulations meet the standards for acceptance as

·5· ·formulations.

·6· · · · · · · ·And Mr. Chair or Member Greenfield,

·7· ·if you have any comments at this time, or we can

·8· ·hear from Mr. Bernier if you would like.

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· I will just say at

10· ·the outset, that I found it to be very clear,

11· ·very succinct.· It is really quite obvious what

12· ·it is saying.· And, you know, thank you to the

13· ·Board staff for formulating such a clear and

14· ·concise statement of the proposition.

15· · · · · · · ·And we, of course, at the Board of

16· ·Elections, we don't have a position on this.· We

17· ·don't have a stake in the outcome.· We don't --

18· ·and the idea of making the language balanced and

19· ·neutral like this is not to tip, you know, the

20· ·reader, the voter one way or the other.· It is

21· ·not -- I don't find it to be loaded rhetorically

22· ·at all, in any sense.
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·1· · · · · · · ·So I think it achieves its purpose

·2· ·for being clear, neutral and succinct.· And I

·3· ·hope the proposer feels the same way.· If there

·4· ·is any small changes or suggestions, we would

·5· ·love to hear.

·6· · · · · · · ·MS.· STROUD:· · I· am· sorry.· · I

·7· ·apologize.· I read what was initially submitted

·8· ·and not what the formulations turned out to be.

·9· ·They are not very many differences, but I will

10· ·read what was actually --

11· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Okay.

12· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Title, Time Stability

13· ·Act of 2025.· Summary Statement.· If enacted this

14· ·initiative· would· exempt· the· District· from

15· ·observing· Daylight· Savings· Time,· DST,· in

16· ·accordance with the Federal Uniform Time Act and

17· ·establish Permanent Standard Time, which would be

18· ·equivalent· to· Eastern· Standard· Time,· EST,

19· ·year-round beginning Sunday, November 1, 2026 at

20· ·2:00 a.m.

21· · · · · · · ·Legislative text.· Be it enacted by

22· ·the electors of the District of Columbia that
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·1· ·this act may be cited as the Time Stability Act

·2· ·of 2025.

·3· · · · · · · ·Section 2. Subchapter 2 of Chapter 27

·4· ·of Title 28 of the District of Columbia Official

·5· ·Code is amended as follows:

·6· · · · · · · ·A.· Section 28-2711 is repealed.

·7· · · · · · · ·B.· A new Section 28-2712 is added to

·8· ·read as follows:

·9· · · · · · · ·Section 28-2712.· Time Stability.

10· · · · · · · ·(a)· The purpose of this section is

11· ·to exempt the District from observing Daylight

12· ·Saving Time and establish Permanent Standard Time

13· ·year-round.

14· · · · · · · ·(b)· The intent of this section is to

15· ·improve safety, health and quality of life for

16· ·District residents by eliminating biannual time

17· ·changes and providing a stable time zone.

18· · · · · · · ·(c)· The District shall opt out of

19· ·observing Daylight Savings Time as permitted by

20· ·Section 3(a) of the Uniform Time Act of 1966,

21· ·approved April 13, 1966 (80 Stat. 107, 15 U.S.C.

22· ·Section 260A(a)) and shall establish Permanent
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·1· ·Standard Time equivalent to Eastern Standard Time

·2· ·year-round in accordance with subsection (d) of

·3· ·this section.

·4· · · · · · · ·(d)· The District government shall

·5· ·implement Permanent Standard Time on Sunday,

·6· ·November 1, 2026 at 2:00 a.m. thereby opting out

·7· ·of future Daylight Saving Time changes.

·8· · · · · · · ·Section 3. Fiscal Impact Statement.

·9· · · · · · · ·Section 4. Effective Date.· The Act

10· ·shall take effect after a 30-day period of

11· ·congressional· review· as· provided· in· Section

12· ·16(r)(1) of the District of Columbia Election

13· ·Code of 1955, effective June 7, D.C. Law 3-1,

14· ·D.C. Official Code Section 1-1001.16(r)(1).

15· · · · · · · ·And this is the formulation that was

16· ·published in the D.C. Register each time.

17· · · · · · · ·So the difference is just putting it

18· ·in the proper legislative text, which it was not

19· ·before based on the counsel provided by the

20· ·Office of the Attorney General for the District

21· ·of Columbia.· So the substance is the same, but

22· ·the formatting is consistent with legislative
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·1· ·acts of the Council.

·2· · · · · · · ·CHAIR· THOMPSON:· · All· right.· · I

·3· ·appreciate that.· And if you could pull up the

·4· ·short statement again, that would be helpful.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· The short statement.

·6· ·Okay.· So we, let me --

·7· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Two pages back.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Yup.· Let me send you

·9· ·this --

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIR· ·THOMPSON:· · · The· ·summary

11· ·statement, yeah.· This is what the voters will

12· ·see if they go -- if this makes it to the ballot

13· ·with sufficient signatures, the voter would see

14· ·what is called the summary statement.

15· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Yes.

16· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· It's pretty clear to

17· ·me.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Mm-hmm.

19· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· It's a lot like the

20· ·first· ·one· ·you· ·read· ·previously· ·with

21· ·parenthetical-like changes.· But it seems quite

22· ·clear, so.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Mm-hmm.· I agree.

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· So it is the

·3· ·Board's role to adopt.· I just want to say that

·4· ·for the record.· And to take into account, if it

·5· ·pleases, any comments made by the proposer or

·6· ·members of the public.· But it is the Board's

·7· ·duty to adopt the formulations.

·8· · · · · · · ·And with that, if Mr. Bernier has any

·9· ·comments and then other members of the public.

10· ·But it's the Board's pleasure.

11· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yes, yes, please.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· Yeah, thank you.  I

13· ·have no objection to the language put forth here

14· ·by the Board of Elections.

15· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· We

16· ·appreciate that.· And so we can hear from the

17· ·public as well if they, of course, would please

18· ·limit their comments to just this issue alone.

19· · · · · · · ·And if you have got a comment about

20· ·something else, we will call you on again during

21· ·the public comment section.· So you just have to

22· ·raise a Zoom hand if anybody is out there and
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·1· ·would like to comment on this proposed initiative

·2· ·language or legislative text.

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· I see one hand raised.

·4· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· And, yes, Ms.

·5· ·Brizill.· And of course, we are not interested in

·6· ·the merits of whether it is a good idea or not a

·7· ·good idea.· We are just looking at the language

·8· ·itself.· Please go ahead.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· It appears she is muted.

10· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· We have got a hand

11· ·raised by Dorothy Brizill.· But she remains

12· ·muted.· There she goes.· Okay.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · · ·Can you hear us?· Ms. Brizill?· Maybe

14· ·she is having a technical connection problem.

15· ·Can everybody hear me?

16· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· We can hear you, yes.

17· ·Maybe the other option for Ms. Brizill or anyone

18· ·else who has comments would be to text in the

19· ·chat function, using the chat function of the

20· ·Zoom.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· The chat functionality

22· ·is currently disabled.
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·1· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Apologies.· Are

·2· ·there any other hands raised?

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· No.

·4· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· All right.

·5· ·Ms. Brizill, I don't know if you can hear us, but

·6· ·we are going to wait just a little bit longer and

·7· ·see if you can make the connection.

·8· · · · · · · ·While we are waiting, I will go ahead

·9· ·and make the motion.· I move that we adopt the

10· ·proposed language in the proposed legislative

11· ·text for the next round of publication in the

12· ·D.C. Register.

13· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· So it appears,

14· ·Mr. Chair, that -- I just wanted to say this.

15· ·With this platform, they can use the Q&A function

16· ·as opposed to the chat function.

17· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And so maybe that needed

19· ·to be stated in order for people to be heard.

20· · · · · · · ·However, if you would like to proceed

21· ·with the motion, then we can --

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah.· And maybe Ms.
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·1· ·Brizill will work out the technical issue by the

·2· ·time of general public comment, and we can hear

·3· ·it then.

·4· · · · · · · ·But, I mean, I think it is quite

·5· ·clear and concise.· And it is very helpful that

·6· ·the· proposer· agrees.· · And· so· I· am· very

·7· ·comfortable making my motion and ask for a

·8· ·second.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.

10· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

11· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that, we will

12· ·take a roll call vote.· Mr. Chair?

13· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Chair votes aye.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Member Greenfield?

15· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

16· · · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that, the Board

17· ·has adopted the formulations proposed.· The

18· ·formulations· will,· again,· being· posted· as

19· ·indicated, published in a newspaper of general

20· ·circulation and the D.C. Register on the Board's

21· ·website.

22· · · · · · · ·And with the publication of the D.C.
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·1· ·Register, we will be able to begin a review

·2· ·period during which voters may challenge the

·3· ·formulations.· But the notice that will be

·4· ·published will so indicate so that the public is

·5· ·aware of actions they may take and when.

·6· · · · · · · ·And· with· that,· that· matter· is

·7· ·concluded.· The next item on my agenda is

·8· ·litigation status.

·9· · · · · · · ·There· are· five· active· matters

10· ·currently involving the Board.

11· · · · · · · ·The first is Stacia Hall v. the

12· ·Board.· That is in the U.S. Court of Appeals for

13· ·the D.C. Circuit.· This is an appeal from the

14· ·U.S. District Court's denial of a challenge to

15· ·the legislation allowing non-citizens to vote in

16· ·local elections on the basis of standing.

17· · · · · · · ·On· July· 31,· the· District· Court

18· ·ordered the parties to confer and file a status

19· ·report by tomorrow, August 8, 2025.

20· · · · · · · ·The next matter is Charles Wilson v.

21· ·Muriel Bowser and the Board.· That is in the D.C.

22· ·Superior Court.· This is a remand from the D.C.
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·1· ·Court of Appeals of a challenge to both the

·2· ·Board's findings that Initiative Measure Number

·3· ·83· met· proper· subject· requirements· in· its

·4· ·formulation of the measure.

·5· · · · · · · ·The Court disagreed with the Superior

·6· ·Court decision that the case was untimely filed

·7· ·because· it· was· submitted· before· the· 10-day

·8· ·statutory period for judicial review.

·9· · · · · · · ·On April 8, the Board filed a motion

10· ·to dismiss.· And several pleadings that we have

11· ·discussed at previous meetings have been filed,

12· ·including responses to the motions to dismiss,

13· ·motions to intervene, and motion to dismiss filed

14· ·by· the· intervenors.· · A· status· hearing· is

15· ·scheduled for August 15 of 2025.

16· · · · · · · ·The next matter is Long v. the Board.

17· ·That is in the U.S. District Court.· This case,

18· ·which was brought back from the U.S. District

19· ·Court to the D.C. Superior Court is a case that

20· ·Plaintiff Long resubmitted in the D.C. Superior

21· ·Court after it was previously dismissed without

22· ·prejudice.
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·1· · · · · · · ·Mr. Long seeks $10,000 in damages

·2· ·where an overdraft caused by a stop payment on a

·3· ·$500 check issued for his service as an election

·4· ·worker.· To date, the Superior Court has not

·5· ·docketed any activity.

·6· · · · · · · ·The fourth matter is Sobin v. the

·7· ·Board in the U.S. District Court.· This matter

·8· ·concerns a complaint in which the plaintiff

·9· ·alleges that the Board's petition circulation

10· ·process requiring candidates to gather signatures

11· ·violates the Americans with Disabilities Act and

12· ·an ANC election to be held in his single member

13· ·district is illegal.

14· · · · · · · ·On July 11, the OAG filed a motion to

15· ·dismiss.· On June 16, the Court directed the

16· ·plaintiff to respond by June 30.· On June 23, the

17· ·plaintiff filed a motion in opposition to the

18· ·motion· to· dismiss.· · And· on· June· 30,· the

19· ·defendants replied to the opposition.

20· · · · · · · ·The last matter is Muhammad v. the

21· ·Board of Elections in the D.C. Court of Appeals.

22· ·This matter involves a petition by the plaintiff
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·1· ·for review of a Board enforcement order imposing

·2· ·a $150 civil fine against her because she failed

·3· ·to· personally· witness· signatures· on· her

·4· ·nominating petition.

·5· · · · · · · ·The Board filed a -- the Court issued

·6· ·a briefing order in May directing that the

·7· ·appellant file her brief within 40 days of that

·8· ·date and that the Board file its brief within 30

·9· ·days thereafter.· The petitioner failed to timely

10· ·respond, and the Board moved to dismiss for

11· ·failure to prosecute.

12· · · · · · · ·The· petitioner· then· sought· an

13· ·extension of time to file her brief until July

14· ·17.· When no brief was lodged by July 17, the

15· ·Board renewed its motion to dismiss.

16· · · · · · · ·On· July· 28,· the· court· ordered

17· ·petitioner to file her initial brief within 10

18· ·days.

19· · · · · · · ·And that is the last matter in the

20· ·litigation status report.· And that concludes my

21· ·report overall.

22· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· Thank
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·1· ·you so much.· And with that I believe it is time

·2· ·to hear from the Office of Campaign Finance.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WILLIAMS:· Good morning.· My name

·4· ·is Wesley Williams.· I am the Operation and

·5· ·Policy Officer for the D.C. Office of Campaign

·6· ·Finance.· I am here on behalf of our Director

·7· ·Cecily Collier-Montgomery.

·8· · · · · · · ·I will read a brief synopsis of the

·9· ·activity of the Office of Campaign Finance for

10· ·the month of July.

11· · · · · · · ·Starting· off· with· our· community

12· ·outreach, during the month of July, the Office of

13· ·Campaign· ·Finance· ·participated· ·in· ·several

14· ·community outreach events across the District

15· ·with other District agencies sharing valuable

16· ·insights about its campaign finance programs with

17· ·attendees.

18· · · · · · · ·There were four events.· Starting off

19· ·on July 7, a resource workshop was held at the

20· ·Howard Community Hall.· On July 11 with MPD and

21· ·D.C.R., a Late Night Hype community outreach

22· ·event at Riggs LaSalle Recreational Center.
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·1· · · · · · · ·On July 14, a community resource fair

·2· ·at Congress Heights Senior Wellness Center.· And

·3· ·on July 16, in partnership with the D.C. Public

·4· ·Library System, the D.C. Office of Campaign

·5· ·Finance held an informational session at Mount

·6· ·Pleasant Neighborhood Library.

·7· · · · · · · ·Also during the month of July, the

·8· ·Fair Elections Program issued or disbursed in

·9· ·matching payments a total amount of $67,400,

10· ·which brought in total -- a total amount in --

11· ·and let me go back and say that amount was in

12· ·relation to the 2025 special election for Ward 8

13· ·council.· So it was $67,400, bringing total

14· ·disbursement· for· the· special· election· to

15· ·$335,375.90.

16· · · · · · · ·And finally with the Office of the

17· ·General Counsel with the Office of Campaign

18· ·Finance, during the month of July, there was one

19· ·referral, seven informal hearings were conducted,

20· ·and seven orders were issued in which no fines

21· ·were imposed.

22· · · · · · · ·And that concludes my synopsis of the
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·1· ·activity of the Office of Campaign Finance for

·2· ·the month of July.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· Mr.

·4· ·Williams, thank you so much.· Much appreciated.

·5· · · · · · · ·And before we turn to public comment,

·6· ·is there anything else from the BOE or the OCF

·7· ·that we need to chat about?

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Nothing from me.

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· So

10· ·hearing nothing, we love to hear from members of

11· ·our D.C. public.· So at this time, if anybody has

12· ·a comment about anything BOE or election related,

13· ·just raise your Zoom hand, and we'll call on you.

14· · · · · · · ·And I see Ms. Brizill's hand remains

15· ·raised.· And I don't know if she has been able to

16· ·make the connection yet.· But anybody else who

17· ·would like to comment, just raise your Zoom hand.

18· ·I can't quite see all the Zoom hands from here.

19· ·So I am going to rely on BOE there to identify

20· ·anybody.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Mr. Chair, it looks like

22· ·Ms. Brizill is the only hand raised at this time.
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·1· ·I am not sure if she is trying to resolve the

·2· ·issues with the mute function.

·3· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Ms. Brizill, I don't

·4· ·know if you can hear us.· But if you can, you can

·5· ·also type into the Q&A part of the Zoom function,

·6· ·at least just to let us know that you are trying

·7· ·or something.

·8· · · · · · · ·Otherwise, I am looking at all of the

·9· ·participants, and I also don't see any other

10· ·hands raised.· So we'll just give it like 20

11· ·seconds or so.

12· · · · · · · ·Okay.· Well, thank you everybody for

13· ·a very productive meeting, and I hope everybody

14· ·has a great day.

15· · · · · · · ·And most of all, thank you again to

16· ·our interns for being with us this summer.· Once

17· ·again, we wish you the best.

18· · · · · · · ·And we will resume tomorrow morning

19· ·at 9:00 a.m. -- and it won't take long, I don't

20· ·think -- to briefly certify the results of the

21· ·Ward· 8· special· election.· · And· then· my

22· ·understanding is the D.C. Council will then be
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·1· ·able to address the matter on their end in the

·2· ·same day.

·3· · · · · · · ·So hearing nothing else going on,

·4· ·with that, I move we adjourn.

·5· · · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

·6· · · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· All in

·7· ·favor?

·8· · · · · · · ·(Chorus of ayes.)

·9· · · · · · · ·CHAIR· ·THOMPSON:· · · All· ·right,

10· ·everybody.· Thanks so much.

11· · · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

12· ·went off the record at 11:59 a.m.)
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·1· · · · · · · · C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed

·4· ·under my direction; further, that said transcript

·5· ·is a true and accurate record of the proceedings;

·6· ·and that I am neither counsel for, related to,

·7· ·nor employed by any of the parties to this action

·8· ·in which this matter was taken; and further that

·9· ·I am not a relative nor an employee of any of the

10· ·parties nor counsel employed by the parties, and

11· ·I am not financially or otherwise interested in

12· ·the outcome of the action.
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