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CHAPTER 16 CANDIDATE NOMINATION: DELEGATE TO THE U.S. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAYOR, CHAIRMAN AND 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA, ATTORNEY GENERAL, U.S. SENATOR, U.S. 

REPRESENTATIVE, MEMBERS OF THE STATE BOARD OF 

EDUCATION, AND ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMISSIONER 

 

1607   VALIDITY OF SIGNATURES1  
   

1607.1 Once a petition has been properly challenged pursuant to this chapter, a 

challenged signature shall not be counted as valid in any of the following 

circumstances: 

 

(a) The signer’s voter registration was designated as inactive on the voter roll 

at the time the petition was signed; 

 

(b) The signer, according to the Board’s records, is not registered to vote at 

the address entered by the signer on the petition at the time the petition 

was signed; provided that an address on a petition which is different than 

the address which appears on the Board's records shall be deemed valid if 

the signer's current address is within the boundary from which the 

candidate seeks nomination and the signer files a change of address form 

with the Board by no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 10th day after the 

candidate receives notice of the challenge; 

 

(c) The signature is a duplicate of a valid signature; 

 

(d) The signature is not dated; 

 

(e) The petition does not include the address of the signer; 

 

(f) The petition does not include the name of the signer where the signature is 

not sufficiently legible for identification;  

 

(g) The circulator of the petition sheet was not a qualified petition circulator at 

the time the petition was signed; 

 

(h) The circulator of the petition failed to complete or correctly enter all 

required information in the circulator’s affidavit; 

 

 
1 Emergency rulemaking updates for this section were enacted at the DC Board of Election’s March 4, 2026 Board 

Meeting and are reflected here. 
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(i) The signature is not made by the person whose signature it purports to be, 

provided that registered voters who are unable to sign their names may 

make their marks in the space for signature. These marks shall not be 

counted as valid signatures unless the persons witnessing the marks shall 

attach to the petition affidavits that they explained the contents of the 

petitions to the signatories and witnessed their marks; 

 

(j) The signature was not personally witnessed by the circulator; 

 

(k) The signature appears on a sheet that was not personally circulated by the 

circulator;  

 

(l) The signer is not a registered voter in the ward or Single-Member District 

from which the candidate seeks nomination at the time the petition was 

signed;  

 

(m) On a petition to nominate a candidate in a primary election, the signer is 

not registered to vote in the same party as the candidate at the time the 

petition is signed;  

 

(n) With respect to a petition for the office of Delegate to the U.S. House of 

Representatives, U.S. Senator, or U.S Representative, the signer is not a 

U.S. citizen; 

 

(o) Correction fluid or tape was used on information provided by the 

circulator  

in the circulator affidavit;  

 

(p) Correction fluid or tape was used on information provided by the signer, 

including their name, address, signature, or date of signing; or  

 

(q) Information about the signer was written, altered, corrected, clarified, or 

obscured on the petition by a person other than the signer, and the signer 

did not request such assistance before affixing their signature. 

 

1607.2 Notwithstanding Subsection 1607.1, the Board may waive a defect for good cause 

shown unless waiver would conflict with a statutory petition requirement. 
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