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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(10:30 a.m.)

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· Good

·4· ·morning, everybody.· Happy October.· My name's

·5· ·Gary Thompson, the Chair of the D.C. Board of

·6· ·Elections.

·7· · · · · · ·And with us here today is my fellow

·8· ·Board Member, Karyn Greenfield.· We've got a

·9· ·quorum.· At this time I would move we adopt the

10· ·agenda that's been distributed.

11· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor say, aye.

13· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

14· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· And I also move that

15· ·we adopt the minutes that we've had a chance to

16· ·review from our last meeting.

17· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· And I second that.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor, aye.

19· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

20· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· That was easy.

21· ·I guess we have some other things to talk about.

22· ·So I will turn it over to our Executive
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·1· ·Director, Monica Evans.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Good morning, and thank

·3· ·you.· This is the Executive Director's report

·4· ·for September 2025.

·5· · · · · · ·On September 23rd, I attended an AI

·6· ·workshop in Reston, Virginia.· The workshop

·7· ·focused on the ways skills are changing in the

·8· ·workforce.

·9· · · · · · ·Employee expectations have changed and

10· ·technology skills often become obsolete within

11· ·two years.· We are becoming a society where

12· ·people want an on demand learning process.

13· · · · · · ·AI addresses the skill gaps.· Skills

14· ·are the currency to help businesses transform

15· ·with AI.· There was a discussion about how AI

16· ·complements work by reinforcing adaptive skills.

17· · · · · · ·On September 26th, several staff

18· ·members and I visited early voting at the

19· ·Arlington County Board of Elections.· In

20· ·addition to observing early voting we took an

21· ·office tour and we asked questions about their

22· ·implementation of rank choice voting.
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·1· · · · · · ·We, also, staffed an outreach event on

·2· ·Sunday, September 28th.· I was able to talk to

·3· ·teens who did not know you can pre-register to

·4· ·vote at the age of 16 in the District of

·5· ·Columbia.

·6· · · · · · ·Many teens expressed interest in

·7· ·registering to vote.· However, several lived in

·8· ·Virginia and Maryland.· Voter registration

·9· ·rolls.

10· · · · · · ·In September we registered 2,816 new

11· ·voters, and processed 4,067 registration

12· ·changes.· In total, we prepared 6,883 voter

13· ·registration cards to be mailed.

14· · · · · · ·Additionally, 268 registered voters

15· ·moved out of D.C., 519 voters cancelled their

16· ·D.C. registrations and registered with other

17· ·jurisdictions.· And 724 voters registered in

18· ·D.C., after cancelling their registrations in

19· ·other states.

20· · · · · · ·We are continuing to register voters

21· ·using our website portal.· To date we have

22· ·processed over 99,460 applications using the
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·1· ·portal.· These include new voter registrations

·2· ·and updates to existing registrations.

·3· · · · · · ·Total non-citizen registration is 962.

·4· ·In September we registered two new non-citizen

·5· ·voters.· Some non-citizens have been removed

·6· ·from the registry due to our list maintenance

·7· ·efforts.· And we are continuing our outreach in

·8· ·D.C. communities to share information.

·9· · · · · · ·2026 election cycle planning.

10· ·Beginning today we are implementing the

11· ·Automatic Voter Registration Expansion Act.

12· ·Individuals who are eligible to register to vote

13· ·would no longer be able to completely decline

14· ·registration at the Department of Motor

15· ·Vehicles, or DMV.

16· · · · · · ·The names of individuals who decline

17· ·will be forwarded to the Board of Elections.

18· ·They will be placed into a pending voter

19· ·registration status.

20· · · · · · ·We will contact these individuals, and

21· ·they may have their names removed from the

22· ·pending list.· They may register to vote.· Or
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·1· ·they may do nothing at all.

·2· · · · · · ·If the do nothing they will receive a

·3· ·mail ballot for two general election cycles.

·4· ·The mail ballots will allow them to register and

·5· ·vote at the same time.

·6· · · · · · ·We are, also, monitoring pending

·7· ·legislation and information on the federal

·8· ·level.· Legislation to repeal the Local Resident

·9· ·Voting Rights Amendment Act has passed the

10· ·House.

11· · · · · · ·Senator Britt introduced Senate Bill

12· ·2636 that prohibits individuals who are not

13· ·citizens of the United States from voting in

14· ·elections in the District of Columbia.· And to

15· ·repeal the Local Resident Voting Rights

16· ·Amendment Act of 2022.· There's been no further

17· ·actions in the Senate.

18· · · · · · ·During the 2026 election cycle we are

19· ·scheduled to implement rank choice voting.· We

20· ·have been meeting with other jurisdictions and

21· ·resource entities to gather information and

22· ·prepare.
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·1· · · · · · ·Our mail canvas and list maintenance

·2· ·process.· We are actively engaged in list

·3· ·maintenance to ensure the accuracy and integrity

·4· ·of the voter registration database.

·5· · · · · · ·This ongoing effort is critical to

·6· ·keeping the voter registration database

·7· ·accurate, and includes identifying and updating

·8· ·records for voters who have moved out of D.C.,

·9· ·voters who have changed addresses within D.C.,

10· ·duplicate registrations, and deceased

11· ·individuals.

12· · · · · · ·As part of our biennual canvas we sent

13· ·two rounds of mailers to make sure the voter

14· ·registration records are accurate.· During the

15· ·first canvas mailer, a total of 153,407 non-

16· ·forwardable mailers were sent to voters who did

17· ·not participate in the 2024 general election.

18· ·And the full responses will be available in my

19· ·complete report.

20· · · · · · ·The second canvas mailer was sent to

21· ·21,983 voters who did not respond to the initial

22· ·mailing.· And from this group the numbers who
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·1· ·either confirmed their registration, moved,

·2· ·deceased, or mailers that were undeliverable,

·3· ·all of those categories can also be found in the

·4· ·complete report as far as the breakdown.

·5· · · · · · ·OCTO launched a new mandatory

·6· ·cybersecurity refresher campaign.· This

·7· ·campaign, which ran from July 22nd through

·8· ·September 22nd consisted of a self-paced

·9· ·training module designed to reinforce the

10· ·central cybersecurity practices and protocols.

11· · · · · · ·One hundred percent of BOE staff

12· ·members completed the training timely.· There

13· ·are no cybersecurity incidents reported in

14· ·September.· And all systems remain secure and

15· ·fully operational.

16· · · · · · ·We are actively working with ERIC

17· ·member states to review cases and identify any

18· ·potential instances of voters casting multiple

19· ·ballots in D.C. and other jurisdictions or on

20· ·behalf of deceased individuals during the 2024

21· ·general election.

22· · · · · · ·This review is part of our ongoing
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·1· ·efforts to safeguard election integrity, and

·2· ·ensure all votes cast are valid.· We're

·3· ·currently reviewing 144 flagged cases.

·4· · · · · · ·Of these, approximately 19 cases across

·5· ·six states have been referred to the General

·6· ·Counsel for further investigation.· We expect to

·7· ·be finished with this effort before the end of

·8· ·the year.

·9· · · · · · ·Voter education and outreach.· During

10· ·the month of September the voter education and

11· ·outreach division participated in 13, I'm sorry,

12· ·in 32 outreach events on behalf of the Agency.

13· · · · · · ·Events included eight outreach events

14· ·on National Voter Registration Day, which was

15· ·Tuesday, September 16.· National Voter

16· ·Registration Day ended with a registration drive

17· ·at Nationals Park.· There we partnered with

18· ·Prince George's County, Maryland, and Arlington

19· ·County, Virginia to register voters.

20· · · · · · ·Election Worker Division.· The Election

21· ·Worker Division is processing all election

22· ·worker applications that have been received
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·1· ·through our website, or from outreach events.

·2· ·The Election Worker Division is working with our

·3· ·vendor, VR systems, on enhancements to our

·4· ·election worker portal.

·5· · · · · · ·The Division is currently updating

·6· ·training materials to reflect rank choice voting

·7· ·and making revisions to the election worker

·8· ·operations manual.

·9· · · · · · ·We currently have 16 active ANC

10· ·vacancies for the 2025/2026 term.· These

11· ·positions are in different stages of being

12· ·filled.

13· · · · · · ·After candidate filing requirements are

14· ·met an open vote of registered voters of the

15· ·affected SMD will be held during regularly

16· ·scheduled ANC meetings.

17· · · · · · ·Finally, the Board received a

18· ·resolution with the results of the 7F08

19· ·election.· And that is the SMD that includes the

20· ·Department of Corrections.· And as a result,

21· ·Harold Cunningham was named as the winner.

22· · · · · · ·The Board certified the vacancy is
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·1· ·filled with a posting in the D.C. Register on

·2· ·September 26th.· And that concludes my report.

·3· ·Thank you.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Well thank you.· And I

·5· ·want to thank on our staff for all the hard work

·6· ·they did on National Voter Registration Day.

·7· · · · · · ·I went out myself to a couple of sites.

·8· ·It was a lot of fun.· It's always great to see

·9· ·people registering to vote.· It's something we

10· ·do constantly, not just on that particular day.

11· ·It's an ongoing process.· So, but thank you to

12· ·everybody at the BOE.

13· · · · · · ·So, with that we'll turn to our General

14· ·Counsel, Terri Stroud.

15· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Good morning.· The first

16· ·item on my agenda is the issuance of the

17· ·petition for Initiative Measure Number 84, the

18· ·Time Stability Act of 2025.

19· · · · · · ·And I would, we're going to share the

20· ·petition that the Board has prepared.· And I

21· ·will invite the proposer, Daniel Bernier, to --

22· ·I see he has his hand raised.
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·1· · · · · · ·So, we'll invite him as a panelist.

·2· ·Oh, I see him.· Daniel, I think that's him.

·3· ·Daniel He/Him.

·4· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· Looks like I'm unmuted

·5· ·now.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· Okay.

·8· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· So, I'm going to have the

·9· ·proposer, Mr. Bernier.· Am I pronouncing your

10· ·name correctly?

11· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· It's fine.· It's Bernier.

12· ·But however.· I'm not stressing about my name.

13· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· So, we will have

14· ·Mr. Bernier state his name for the record, and

15· ·our Registrar of Voters who is here with us

16· ·today.· And then we will, I will provide

17· ·background with respect to where we are in the

18· ·process.

19· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· Sure.· For the record, my

20· ·name is Daniel John Bernier, and I'm a resident

21· ·of Washington, D.C.

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· Ms. Corrente.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. CORRENTE:· Good morning.· My name

·2· ·is Marissa Corrente, and I'm the Registrar of

·3· ·Voters here at the D.C. Board of Elections.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· Thank you.· By way

·5· ·of background, on Thursday, August 7th the Board

·6· ·formulated the language for the Time Stability

·7· ·Act of 2025, which was approved as a proper

·8· ·subject on Monday, June 9th, 2025.

·9· · · · · · ·The formulations were published in the

10· ·D.C. Register on Friday, August 18th for a ten

11· ·day review period, during which any registered

12· ·voter could challenge the Board's formulations

13· ·in D.C. Superior Court.

14· · · · · · ·The review period ended on Monday,

15· ·August 25th with no challenges being filed.

16· ·Accordingly the Board formulations are deemed

17· ·approved.

18· · · · · · ·I will now read the formulations for

19· ·the initiative as they were published in the

20· ·D.C. Register, and as they will appear on all

21· ·materials related to the proposed measure into

22· ·the record.
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·1· · · · · · ·Yes.· And you can see it.· We've posted

·2· ·on the screen the petition that is the subject

·3· ·of today's proceeding.· The petition.· Okay.

·4· ·You can leave it there for now.

·5· · · · · · ·Okay.· So, Initiative Measure Number

·6· ·84.· The short title is The Time Stability Act

·7· ·of 2025.· And the summary statement reads as

·8· ·follows.

·9· · · · · · ·If enacted this initiative would exempt

10· ·the District from observing Daylight Savings

11· ·Time (DST) in accordance with the Federal

12· ·Uniform Time Act, and establish permanent

13· ·standard time (which would be equivalent to

14· ·Eastern Standard Time (EST)) year round

15· ·beginning Sunday, November 1st, 2026 at 2:00

16· ·a.m.

17· · · · · · ·And so, this is the language that was

18· ·established as that which would appear in

19· ·materials related to this measure.· And we are

20· ·providing this petition to you today, Mr.

21· ·Bernier, for your adoption.

22· · · · · · ·And it includes, as indicated, the
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·1· ·formulations as they were published in the D.C.

·2· ·Register.

·3· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· Great.· Thank you.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And, Mr. Chair, if you

·5· ·could ask the proposer if they formally adopt

·6· ·the petition as their own.

·7· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah, Mr. Bernier, do

·8· ·you formally adopt this as your own petition?

·9· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· I formally adopt it as my

10· ·own petition.

11· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· And then I would

12· ·ask for the Board to give a motion that the

13· ·Board approves the petition form that was

14· ·adopted by the proposer of the Time Stability

15· ·Act of 2025.· And so, Mr. Chair, if you could do

16· ·the motion.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you.· I so move

18· ·that we adopt the petition as formulated and

19· ·published in the Register, and as adopted by the

20· ·proposer.

21· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· And then we'll do a

22· ·roll call vote.· Mr. Chair?
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·1· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· The Chair votes aye.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Ms. Greenfield?

·3· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I vote aye.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that the ayes

·5· ·have it.· And the Board approves the petition

·6· ·form as indicated.· And now we will have the

·7· ·Registrar read the signature requirement report

·8· ·for the initiative into the record.

·9· · · · · · ·MS. CORRENTE:· Thank you.· So, I'm

10· ·reading a memorandum that's addressed to General

11· ·Counsel from myself.· The subject is titled

12· ·Initiative 84, Time Stability Act of 2025.· It

13· ·is dated with today's date, October 1st.

14· · · · · · ·So it begins, with the preparation of

15· ·the petition form it is important to note that

16· ·in order for the measure to be placed on the

17· ·ballot the petition submitted in support of I84

18· ·must contain the valid signatures of at least

19· ·five percent of registered District of Columbia

20· ·voters, provided that this total includes five

21· ·percent of the registered voters in at least

22· ·five of the eight wards.
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·1· · · · · · ·Pursuant to D.C. Official Code 1-

·2· ·204.102(a) the number of registered voters used

·3· ·to compute these requirements is, quote, the

·4· ·latest official count of registered voters by

·5· ·the Board of Elections, which was issued 30 or

·6· ·more days prior to the submission of signatures.

·7· · · · · · ·While the signature requirement cannot

·8· ·be determined yet, the current calculations

·9· ·using the published August 31st, 2025 monthly

10· ·voter registration statistics report include

11· ·476,685 total voters, which would be an overall

12· ·requirement of 2,834 voters.

13· · · · · · ·It also breaks down the wards.· But I

14· ·won't go into that.· This will be available to

15· ·the proposer.· So, the proponent is advised to

16· ·check with the Board on a monthly basis as new

17· ·statistics are issued, to get up to date

18· ·estimates of the signature requirement.

19· · · · · · ·In addition, with the proposer formally

20· ·adopting the original petition form as their own

21· ·at today's Board meeting, the 180 day period for

22· ·circulating the petition, pursuant to D.C.
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·1· ·Official Code 1-1001.16(j)(I) expires on Monday,

·2· ·March 30th, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

·3· · · · · · ·The proposer will be sent the following

·4· ·documents to their provided email after the

·5· ·Board meeting concludes, a PDF of the petition,

·6· ·this memorandum, and a secure link to various

·7· ·ballot access handouts and forms.

·8· · · · · · ·It is the duty of the proposer to

·9· ·ensure that when the petition is printed the

10· ·formatting matches the original document, which

11· ·for an initiative petition is on 8.5 by 11 inch

12· ·paper.

13· · · · · · ·The proposer is also responsible for

14· ·adhering and ensuring that all parties connected

15· ·to their efforts adhere to the pertinent rules,

16· ·regulations, and laws.· Thank you.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Chair has a quick

18· ·question.· Just to clarify, I thought I heard

19· ·you say 2,834.· But it could be my audio

20· ·connection.· Is the correct number 23,834

21· ·signatures that are needed?

22· · · · · · ·MS. CORRENTE:· Yes, yep, 23,834.· My
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·1· ·mistake if I misread that.

·2· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· Mr. Bernier, do you

·3· ·have any questions?· No, he's not.· He --

·4· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· Yep, sorry.· You guys had

·5· ·muted my mic there.· So, I couldn't respond.

·6· ·No, I don't have any questions.· Thank you very

·7· ·much.· And thanks for the clarification over the

·8· ·number of votes.· I thought initially that was

·9· ·pretty low.

10· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· No such luck, Mr. Bernier.

11· ·No such luck.

12· · · · · · ·MR. BERNIER:· That's all right.

13· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· We've issued the petition.

14· ·And you are aware of the requirements for

15· ·circulation.· And yeah.· So, we can move

16· ·forward.· And you will be provided with the

17· ·petition in accordance with what the Registrar

18· ·of Voters has indicated.

19· · · · · · ·And you are aware of the deadline by

20· ·which you must submit the petition with the

21· ·correct number of ballot signatures.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · ·The next item on my agenda is
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·1· ·enforcement hearings.· The first is in the

·2· ·matter of Jocelyn Fant.· And I will have staff

·3· ·attorney, Jorge Quintana, come and present this

·4· ·matter.

·5· · · · · · ·And I see that we have the attorney for

·6· ·the subject present, as well, Mr. Sokolove.

·7· ·Welcome, Mr. Sokolove.· And if you could just

·8· ·state your, both of you state your name and

·9· ·residence address or work addresses for the

10· ·record.

11· · · · · · ·MR. SOKOLOVE: Yes, this is William

12· ·Sokolove on behalf of Jocelyn Fant, from

13· ·Covington Burling.· I, also, have my colleague

14· ·here from Covington Burling, Heather Finstuen.

15· ·Our address at Covington is 850 10th Street

16· ·Northwest, Washington, D.C.

17· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· And is it my

18· ·understanding, is it correct that Ms. Fant is

19· ·not present today?

20· · · · · · ·MR. SOKOLOVE:· Ms. Fant is present

21· ·today in the meeting.

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· So, we will make
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·1· ·her a panelist, as well.· And what is her name?

·2· ·What is Ms. Fant, what are you listed under in

·3· ·the participant's list?

·4· · · · · · ·I'm trying -- If you could raise your

·5· ·hand on the Zoom that would be great.· Okay.  I

·6· ·see it.· There we go.· Okay, Mr. Quintana.

·7· · · · · · ·MR. QUINTANA:· Thank you, Members of

·8· ·the Board.· This matter came to our attention as

·9· ·a result of our participation in the voter

10· ·participation project with the Election

11· ·Registration Information Center, or ERIC.

12· · · · · · ·Based on that report we became aware,

13· ·the Office of General Counsel became aware that

14· ·ballots were cast in the same voter's name in

15· ·both D.C. and in Colorado in the 2024 general

16· ·elections.

17· · · · · · ·Records indicated that that same

18· ·individual had voted twice.· And then when we,

19· ·the staff, reviewed the mail ballot return

20· ·envelope it was immediately apparent that the

21· ·person who had signed the ballot return envelope

22· ·was not the person to whom the ballot was
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·1· ·issued.

·2· · · · · · ·After further investigation we were

·3· ·able to determine that the signature on the

·4· ·ballot return envelope matched the signature for

·5· ·a Jocelyn Fant, who resided at that same

·6· ·address.

·7· · · · · · ·We scheduled a pre-hearing conference

·8· ·with Ms. Fant who, through Counsel, promptly

·9· ·responded.· And they fully cooperated with us in

10· ·the pre-hearing conference, as well as, in the

11· ·follow-up investigation.

12· · · · · · ·Based on the facts presented at the

13· ·pre-hearing, or established at the pre-hearing

14· ·conference Ms. Fant entered into a negotiated

15· ·stipulation with the Office of General Counsel.

16· ·And I'll briefly go over those facts.

17· · · · · · ·In October of 2024, the Board issued a

18· ·ballot to Ms. Thomas Pate.· At that time, Fant

19· ·was residing alone at that same address, and

20· ·anticipated receiving an election ballot issued

21· ·in her name.

22· · · · · · ·Unaware that the ballot was delivered -
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·1· ·- unaware that the ballot delivered was

·2· ·addressed to another voter, Ms. Fant

·3· ·inadvertently completed and cast that ballot.

·4· · · · · · ·While inadvertent, she did sign the

·5· ·ballot return envelope indicating she was

·6· ·swearing or affirming that she was the voter to

·7· ·whom the ballot was issued, which technically

·8· ·violates the law against fraudulent voting.

·9· · · · · · ·The stipulation as well as the evidence

10· ·has been submitted to the Board.· And as we

11· ·established Ms. Fant and her attorneys are

12· ·present.· And they may wish to address the

13· ·Board.

14· · · · · · ·But with that I would ask that the

15· ·Board accept the stipulation and evidence into

16· ·the record.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Mr. Sokolove, would

18· ·you like to comment?

19· · · · · · ·MR. SOKOLOVE:· Yes.· Thank you, Mr.

20· ·Quintana for that recollection of events

21· ·preceding today, with which we entirely agree.

22· · · · · · ·And thanks to the Board for your

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·attention to this matter, and collaboration in

·2· ·resolving this matter.· Nothing to dispute.

·3· ·Only agree with what Mr. Quintana said.

·4· · · · · · ·I would just say that we appreciate

·5· ·your willingness to hear from us on this.· And

·6· ·to summarize as Mr. Quintana has already done,

·7· ·Ms. Fant's actions in this matter were entirely

·8· ·inadvertent.

·9· · · · · · ·As Mr. Quintana said, it was her

10· ·intention that she submit her own ballot at her

11· ·own home address, not recognizing that she had

12· ·actually received a ballot in the name of

13· ·another.

14· · · · · · ·So, moving forward Ms. Fant will

15· ·certainly confirm that on the name of the ballot

16· ·envelope.· And as I mentioned we appreciate your

17· ·attention to this.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yep.· Thank you very

19· ·much for that.· Thank you for the stipulation.

20· ·I read through it.· I think the key word is

21· ·indeed inadvertent, non-intentional.

22· · · · · · ·In an era of mail ballots this can
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·1· ·happen.· It's, you know, surprising it doesn't

·2· ·happen more.· But, I kind of analogize this to

·3· ·like a traffic ticket in the era of mail

·4· ·ballots, these inadvertent signing of a ballot

·5· ·that's not addressed to the recipient.

·6· · · · · · ·So, Ms. Fant, thank you so much for

·7· ·your cooperation in this.· And with that I would

·8· ·move, I think it's time for a motion, that we

·9· ·adopt the stipulation.

10· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· And I second.

11· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And in light of that I

12· ·would, also, recommend to the Board that an

13· ·enforcement action against Ms. Fant, that the

14· ·Board impose a fine of $100 for her inadvertent

15· ·voting of the ballot.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah.· Thank you for

17· ·that.· Which is encompassed in the stipulation.

18· ·And we accept, I accept your recommendation and

19· ·include it in my motion.

20· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.

21· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second, again.

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Roll call vote with
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·1· ·respect to that, just for crossing Ts and

·2· ·dotting Is.· Mr. Chair?

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Ms. Greenfield?

·5· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And with that the Board

·7· ·accepts the stipulation agreement, including the

·8· ·recommendation to impose a $100 civil fine

·9· ·against Ms. Fant for her inadvertent voting of

10· ·the ballot.· Okay.

11· · · · · · ·MR. SOKOLOVE:· Thank you, Ms. Stroud.

12· ·And just one quick follow-up question, which is

13· ·in terms of the payment of the fine.· Should we

14· ·expect to hear from Mr. Quintana on how Ms. Fant

15· ·should comply with that obligation?

16· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Yes.· And a written order

17· ·in this matter will issue, which will outline

18· ·the fine and how it should be paid.

19· · · · · · ·MR. SOKOLOVE:· Understood.· Thank you.

20· ·And thanks to all of you for attending to this

21· ·today.· With that should we plan to attend the

22· ·rest of the hearing?· Or may we be excused?

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· You may be excused.

·2· · · · · · ·MR. SOKOLOVE:· Thank you.· Have a nice

·3· ·rest of your day.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· We've got hours to go.

·5· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you.· The next item

·6· ·on my agenda is the enforcement matter

·7· ·involving, in the matter of Antonio Watkins.

·8· ·Mr. Watkins has indicated that he could not be

·9· ·present today, and did want to appear.· And so,

10· ·he has asked the matter be continued to the next

11· ·Board meeting.

12· · · · · · ·And if it is the Board's pleasure, then

13· ·we can remove this item from the agenda.· We

14· ·have spoken to him.· And he did indicate that he

15· ·would be present in November.

16· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah.· That works.

17· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Okay.· So, with that I'll

18· ·move to the next item on my agenda, which is the

19· ·litigation status.· And the first item on my

20· ·agenda is Stacia Hall versus the Board, which is

21· ·in the U.S. Court of Appeals.

22· · · · · · ·This is an appeal from the U.S.
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·1· ·District Court's denial of a challenge to

·2· ·legislation allowing non-citizens to vote in

·3· ·local elections on the basis of standing.

·4· · · · · · ·On August 7th, the parties filed a

·5· ·joint status report.· And based on that report

·6· ·the Court ordered that the Defendant's renewed

·7· ·motion to dismiss be filed by September 26th,

·8· ·Plaintiff's opposition be filed by October 31st,

·9· ·and the Defendant's reply be filed by November

10· ·21st, 2025.

11· · · · · · ·The next item is Charles Wilson versus

12· ·Muriel Bowser, et al., in the D.C. Superior

13· ·Court.· This is a remand from the D.C. Court of

14· ·Appeals of a challenge to both the Board's

15· ·finding that initiative number 33 -- 83 met

16· ·proper subject requirements in its formulation

17· ·of the measure.

18· · · · · · ·The Court of Appeals disagreed with the

19· ·Superior Court decision that the case was

20· ·untimely filed, because it was submitted before

21· ·the ten day statutory period for judicial

22· ·review.
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·1· · · · · · ·On April 8th, the Board filed a motion

·2· ·to dismiss.· On September 16th, 2025 the Board

·3· ·filed an answer to the complaint.· Interveners

·4· ·subsequently, also, filed an answer.

·5· · · · · · ·On September 23rd, the Board filed a

·6· ·motion for judgement on the pleadings, and a

·7· ·motion to take judicial notice of the Agency

·8· ·record.

·9· · · · · · ·At a status hearing on September 26th,

10· ·the Court set October 13th, 2025 as the deadline

11· ·for Plaintiffs to file a motion for discovery,

12· ·and granted the Defendant until October 29th to

13· ·respond.· An additional status hearing was set

14· ·for March 13, 2026.

15· · · · · · ·The next item is Long versus the Board

16· ·in D.C. Superior Court.· This case, which was

17· ·brought back from the U.S. District Court to the

18· ·D.C. Superior Court is a case that Plaintiff

19· ·Long resubmitted in the D.C. Superior Court

20· ·after it was previously dismissed without

21· ·prejudice.

22· · · · · · ·Mr. Long seeks $10,000 in damages for
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·1· ·an overdraft fee caused by a stop payment on a

·2· ·$500 check issued for his service as an election

·3· ·worker.· To date the Superior Court has not

·4· ·docketed any activity.

·5· · · · · · ·The next matter is Sobin versus the

·6· ·D.C. Board of Elections in U.S. District Court.

·7· ·This matter concerns a complaint in which the

·8· ·Plaintiff alleges that the Board's petition

·9· ·circulation process requiring candidates to

10· ·gather signatures violates the Americans with

11· ·Disabilities Act.· And that an Advisory

12· ·Neighborhood Commission elections held in his

13· ·single member district was illegal.

14· · · · · · ·On June 11th, the OAG filed a motion to

15· ·dismiss.· On June 16th, the Court directed the

16· ·Plaintiff to respond by June 30th.· On June

17· ·23rd, the Plaintiff filed an opposition to the

18· ·motion to dismiss.· And on June 30th, Defendants

19· ·replied to the opposition.· And there has been

20· ·no further activity in this matter.

21· · · · · · ·The final matter is Sherice Muhammad

22· ·versus the D.C. Board of Elections.· That's in
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·1· ·the D.C. Court of Appeals.· This matter involves

·2· ·the petition filed by petitioner Muhammad for

·3· ·review of a Board Enforcement Order imposing a

·4· ·$150 civil fine against her because she failed

·5· ·to personally witness signatures on her

·6· ·petition.

·7· · · · · · ·On September 17th, the Court dismissed

·8· ·the matter for Petitioner's failure to file an

·9· ·appendix, which was after other deficiencies in

10· ·the Defendant's, or the Petitioner's prosecution

11· ·of this matter.

12· · · · · · ·And so at this, as of September 17th,

13· ·this matter is no longer active, having been

14· ·dismissed for failure to file an appendix.

15· · · · · · ·And that concludes my litigation status

16· ·report, as well as, my report in its entirety.

17· ·Thank you.

18· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· Thanks

19· ·very much.· Director Collier-Montgomery, it's

20· ·great to see you, albeit by Zoom.

21· · · · · · ·MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY:· It's good to

22· ·be back.· Good morning.· The first thing I would
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·1· ·like to report in the Office of the Director --

·2· · · · · · ·Well, before I start, I would also say

·3· ·that the full report of the activity of the

·4· ·Agency for the month of September 2025 will be

·5· ·posted at our website, www.ocf.dc.gov before the

·6· ·close of business today.

·7· · · · · · ·And at this point, I will highlight a

·8· ·few matters of interest for the public from the

·9· ·report.

10· · · · · · ·The first in the Office of the

11· ·Director, the Office of Campaign Finance

12· ·recently became aware of proposed legislation

13· ·which was introduced on July the 14th, 2025 by

14· ·Council Member Charles Allen, and referred to

15· ·the Secretary of the Council.

16· · · · · · ·The bill is assigned Bill Number 26-03-

17· ·29, and is under review by the Council.· The

18· ·proposal is titled The Campaign Finance

19· ·Modernization Amendment Act of 2025, and will

20· ·through the amendment of several provisions of

21· ·the Act purportedly improve transparency in

22· ·elections, adopt a customer oriented approach to
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·1· ·making information on elections available, and

·2· ·clarify or strengthen several provisions of the

·3· ·Fair Elections Act.

·4· · · · · · ·The Agency is reviewing the legislation

·5· ·and expects to present comments when appropriate

·6· ·concerning its impact upon the operations of the

·7· ·Agency.

·8· · · · · · ·Community outreach.· The Office of

·9· ·Campaign Finance participated in four community

10· ·outreach events during the month of September,

11· ·and shared information with the public about the

12· ·programs of the Agency.

13· · · · · · ·In the Fair Elections Program Division

14· ·for the month of September 2025, I would report

15· ·first on authorized base mounts and matching

16· ·payments.

17· · · · · · ·To summarize the 2024 election cycle,

18· ·there were 19 certified participating candidates

19· ·in the Fair Elections Program.· And the office

20· ·authorized the disbursement of the total sum of

21· ·$2,834,646.15 from the Fair Elections fund in

22· ·base amounts. and matching payments.· The 2024
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·1· ·election cycle closed on November the 5th 2024.

·2· · · · · · ·The 2025 special elections cycle, there

·3· ·were three certified participating candidates in

·4· ·the Fair Elections Program.· And the office

·5· ·authorized the disbursement of the total sum of

·6· ·$447,472.90 from the Fair Elections fund in base

·7· ·amount and matching payments.

·8· · · · · · ·The 2025 special elections cycle closed

·9· ·on July the 15th, which was the date of the

10· ·special election.

11· · · · · · ·With the 2026 election cycle, as of

12· ·this date there's one participating candidate

13· ·who has been certified in the Fair Elections

14· ·Program, and eligible to receive public funds

15· ·for their campaign operations.

16· · · · · · ·During the month of September, the OCF

17· ·authorized one disbursement from the fund to an

18· ·FEP participating candidate from the 2025

19· ·special election cycle.· Excuse me.

20· · · · · · ·Matching payments were issued for

21· ·qualified small dollar contributions, which were

22· ·received by the Committee on or before the July
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·1· ·15th 2025 on special elections.

·2· · · · · · ·The Committee was Ms. Sheila Bunn with

·3· ·a special campaign committee.· The matching

·4· ·payments were in the total amount of $2,175, and

·5· ·were authorized on September the 3rd, 2025.

·6· · · · · · ·There were no new certifications of

·7· ·candidates or disbursements authorized for the

·8· ·candidates participating in the 2026 election

·9· ·cycle during the month of September.

10· · · · · · ·The FEP Division also conducted 25 desk

11· ·reviews of reports of receipts and expenditures,

12· ·which had been filed with the Agency and issued

13· ·ten requests for additional information as a

14· ·result of those filings.

15· · · · · · ·With the ongoing post-election full

16· ·field audits in the Division for the 2020

17· ·election cycle, there are currently six ongoing

18· ·post-election audits for the 2020 election

19· ·cycle, which are at various stages.

20· · · · · · ·The Division has issued a total of 28

21· ·final audit reports of the 34 full sealed audits

22· ·which were initiated for the 2020 election
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·1· ·cycle.

·2· · · · · · ·For the 2022 election cycle, the office

·3· ·issued 42 post-election audit letters for the

·4· ·June 2022 primary election and the November 2022

·5· ·general elections to candidates who were

·6· ·certified to participate in the 2022 election

·7· ·cycle.

·8· · · · · · ·To date the FEC has issued 28 final

·9· ·audit reports for the '22 election cycle,

10· ·including the following audit reports we were

11· ·issued during the month of September.

12· · · · · · ·The first is Anita Bonds for 2022

13· ·principal campaign committee, post-election

14· ·final audit report.· And that was issued on

15· ·September the 3rd.· Veda for Ward 7 principal

16· ·campaign committee post-election final audit

17· ·report issued on September the 3rd.

18· · · · · · ·Frazier O'Leary for Ward 4 principal

19· ·campaign committee post-election final audit

20· ·report issued on September the 9th.· And Nate

21· ·Fleming for Ward 7 principal campaign committee

22· ·post-election audit report issued on September
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·1· ·the 24th, 2025.

·2· · · · · · ·With the ongoing 2024 post-election

·3· ·field audits, the Agency initiated on February

·4· ·the 3rd by correspondence which was directed to

·5· ·both the candidates and treasurers of the 19

·6· ·candidates who were certified to participate in

·7· ·the 2024 election cycle post-election audit for

·8· ·the, again the June 2024 primary election and

·9· ·the November on 2024 general election.

10· · · · · · ·To date the Fair Elections Program

11· ·Division has issued 19 preliminary audit finding

12· ·reports and ten final audit reports.· All final

13· ·audits are available for review by the public at

14· ·the OCF website.· And again, the website is

15· ·www.ocf.dc.gov.

16· · · · · · ·In our Public Information and Records

17· ·Management Division, during the month of

18· ·September there were no filing of reports of

19· ·receipts and expenditures which were due.

20· · · · · · ·Before the 2026 election cycle we did

21· ·have new registrations.· In the traditional

22· ·program we had two new candidate registrations
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·1· ·during the month of September 2025.

·2· · · · · · ·For the office of Mayor, Rhonda

·3· ·Hamilton, who registered on September the 2nd

·4· ·2025.· For the office of Ward 1 Council Member

·5· ·Travis Porter, who registered on September the

·6· ·29th 2025.

·7· · · · · · ·In the Fair Elections Program there

·8· ·were four new candidate registrations.· The

·9· ·first was for the office of Ward 3 Council

10· ·Member Matthew Frumin on September the 29th

11· ·2025.

12· · · · · · ·For the office of Attorney General,

13· ·John Paul Szmykowicz on September the 10th 2025.

14· ·For the office of Council Member at Large, Nate

15· ·Fleming on September the 5th, and Adeoye Ibrahim

16· ·Yakubu-Owolewa.· And I'm probably mispronouncing

17· ·his name, but he registered on September the 8th

18· ·2025.

19· · · · · · ·We, also, had three new committee

20· ·registrations during the month of September.

21· ·The first was an initiative committee, well the

22· ·first two are initiative committees.· Pro-Animal
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·1· ·D.C., Cady Witt is the treasurer.· Registered on

·2· ·September the 23rd 2025.

·3· · · · · · ·D.C. Living Wage for All, Becca Mandu,

·4· ·treasurer, registered on September the 24th

·5· ·2025.· And we had a referendum committee to

·6· ·register as well, D.C. Voters to Stop Pay Cuts,

·7· ·Nikki M.G. Cole, treasurer.· And the committee

·8· ·registered on September the 24th '25.

·9· · · · · · ·And we, also, had candidates who

10· ·completed our entrance conference.· And their

11· ·names will, are posted in our report, as well.

12· · · · · · ·In our Reports Analysis and Audit

13· ·Division, and that is our traditional program,

14· ·the audit branch conducted 17 desk reviews and

15· ·issued nine requests for additional information

16· ·as a result of the review of reports of receipts

17· ·and expenditures.· They also conducted three

18· ·candidate's consultations.

19· · · · · · ·There were no new audits which were

20· ·issued in the traditional program during the

21· ·month of September.· But there are six ongoing

22· ·audits.
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·1· · · · · · ·In the traditional program the post

·2· ·2025 election audits are Trayon White, 2025.

·3· ·That is in progress.· In the FEP program the

·4· ·post 2024 election audit of the committee to

·5· ·elect Eboni-Rose Thompson.

·6· · · · · · ·In the traditional program post-

·7· ·election cycle 2024 audits there are four.· Re-

·8· ·elect Trayon White 2024, Jacques 4 D.C. 2024, T.

·9· ·Michelle Colson, State Board of Education Ward

10· ·4, Eboni-Rose for State Board of Education, Ward

11· ·7.

12· · · · · · ·And the status of those audits is,

13· ·also, reported in the report, which will be

14· ·posted today, of the Agency.

15· · · · · · ·I would now ask the General Counsel to

16· ·present the report of the Office of the General

17· ·Counsel for the office.

18· · · · · · ·MR. SANFORD:· Thank you, Director.

19· ·Good morning.

20· · · · · · ·MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY:· Bill SanFord.

21· · · · · · ·MR. SANFORD:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · ·MS. COLLIER-MONTGOMERY:· Thank you,
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·1· ·Bill.

·2· · · · · · ·MR. SANFORD:· Good morning, Mr.

·3· ·Chairman and distinguished Board Member

·4· ·Greenfield.

·5· · · · · · ·During the month of September 2025 the

·6· ·Office of the General Counsel received three

·7· ·referrals, completed seven informal hearings,

·8· ·and issued seven orders in which no fines were

·9· ·imposed.

10· · · · · · ·In the month of September 2025 the

11· ·Office of the General Counsel maintained one

12· ·open investigation.· This matter was docketed on

13· ·August 5th, 2025.

14· · · · · · ·The Complainant was Sean Metcalf,

15· ·Managing Director of Universal Media Limited.

16· ·Respondent, Tracy Lucas, and the Tracy Lucas for

17· ·Mayor of D.C. Principal Campaign Committee.· The

18· ·allegation is false campaign finance filing.

19· ·This matter remains pending.

20· · · · · · ·During the month of September 2025

21· ·there were no requests for interpretive

22· ·opinions, and no show cause proceedings were
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·1· ·conducted.

·2· · · · · · ·The contents of the Office of General

·3· ·Counsel's report will be published at the Office

·4· ·of Campaign Finance website, under the reports

·5· ·and data section by close of business today.

·6· ·Today's date is the 1st of October 2025.· And

·7· ·that concludes my report.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Thanks very

·9· ·much to the Office of Campaign Finance.· And

10· ·with that it's time for public comment.  I

11· ·always love to hear from members of the D.C.

12· ·public.

13· · · · · · ·So, if we have anybody out there that

14· ·would like to talk with us, just raise your Zoom

15· ·hand, and I'll call on you in the order that I

16· ·see them.· And I see that Nicholas Schiller has

17· ·raised his hand.· Hello, Mr. Schiller.

18· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Can you hear me okay?

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· We sure can.

20· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Oh great.· I've got two

21· ·brief questions.· One of them I did see, Terri

22· ·did respond to my email concerning old ballot
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·1· ·initiatives that were submitted to the Board of

·2· ·Elections.· I was just curious how to find some

·3· ·of them.

·4· · · · · · ·To respond to Terri's email asking

·5· ·which numbers, today the D.C. Council is having

·6· ·a hearing on bottle bills concerning, you know,

·7· ·recycling of bottle.

·8· · · · · · ·And there was Initiative Number 28.

·9· ·And I was trying to find the legislative text of

10· ·Number 28, and also Number 24, which were

11· ·introduced in the 1980s.· So, it's kind of hard

12· ·to find those on the internet when they're that

13· ·old.· So, those are the two that I was looking

14· ·up.

15· · · · · · ·My other thing that I'd like to bring

16· ·up is, is there a timeline for public awareness

17· ·concerning the rank choice voting with respect

18· ·to public mailers?

19· · · · · · ·I know in New York where I now live the

20· ·Campaign Finance Board sends postcards and

21· ·messages to voters saying, hey we've got rank

22· ·choice voting coming up.· This is how you do it.
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·1· · · · · · ·And my concern is that the Board of

·2· ·Elections should be doing this kind of

·3· ·proactively in D.C., because this primary's

·4· ·coming up.

·5· · · · · · ·It's going to get, come -- it's going

·6· ·to rise very fast.· And I want to ensure that

·7· ·D.C. voters know of the change well in advance

·8· ·of their voter guide arising.

·9· · · · · · ·I know one of the holdups with respect

10· ·to the funding of Initiative 83 was that the CFO

11· ·said that there was going to be a mailer needed.

12· ·And I'm just curious if that mailer's going to

13· ·be happening in Calendar Year '25 or only in

14· ·Calendar Year 2026.

15· · · · · · ·Thank you so much.· And I appreciate

16· ·all your hard work for the people of the

17· ·District of Columbia.· Thank you.

18· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Yes.· Thank you, Mr.

19· ·Schiller.· And we share your concerns about

20· ·making sure D.C. residents are properly informed

21· ·before getting the voter guide.· And we will

22· ·have multiple mailers.

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· · · · · · ·And we, also, will embark upon a very

·2· ·robust voter education and outreach campaign

·3· ·where we will go into the communities and allow

·4· ·individuals to sample ranking their ballot.· And

·5· ·so that they are familiar with what it would

·6· ·look like and getting individuals comfortable.

·7· · · · · · ·So, we plan to go to ANC meetings,

·8· ·community meetings, and engaging in the normal

·9· ·education and outreach that we do.· We're still

10· ·working on the final calendar as far as when

11· ·those mailers will go out.

12· · · · · · ·I'm not quite certain we will have a

13· ·mailer going out in 2025.· We officially

14· ·launched the 2026 election cycle in January.

15· ·And we want to make sure that we are providing

16· ·information when it will be most easily consumed

17· ·by the individuals receiving it.

18· · · · · · ·And a lot of times if you send

19· ·something out too fast, and they're not thinking

20· ·elections, it gets tossed.· So, we are exploring

21· ·the timeline for those mailers.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Yeah, thank you.· That
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·1· ·actually, I had a related question.· I think I

·2· ·understand this.· With respect to Initiative 83

·3· ·the Council has funded the first part of it to

·4· ·implement rank choice voting, but I believe has

·5· ·not funded the second part that would enable

·6· ·independents to vote in either primary of their

·7· ·choice.· Is that right?

·8· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· That is correct.· So,

·9· ·beginning with the 2026 primary we will have

10· ·rank choice voting.· But we will not have open

11· ·primaries, because that was not funded.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Anybody else

13· ·from the public who would like to raise a hand?

14· ·Mr. Schiller?· Nope.· Oh you took your hand down

15· ·or?· It's coming back up, I can't tell.· There

16· ·you go.

17· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Yeah, it went back up.

18· ·I'm sorry.· The Initiative 84 was, the petitions

19· ·were issued today for it.· I was curious, what

20· ·is the deadline?· Because the summary statement

21· ·for Initiative 84 says that, excuse me, that it

22· ·would go into effect November 1st, 2026.
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·1· · · · · · ·That means they would have to be passed

·2· ·by the voters in the primary in order for it to

·3· ·be applicable in November of 2026.· It cannot be

·4· ·put on to the general election ballot.

·5· · · · · · ·Therefore, my question is, what would

·6· ·be the deadline for the petitions to be

·7· ·submitted by the proposer in order to be placed

·8· ·on the primary election ballot?

·9· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· I believe it is February

10· ·13th.· I think that is the -- let me check.

11· ·Yeah, it's February 13th.· The deadline for, to

12· ·submit a petition for an initiative measure to

13· ·appear on the primary election ballot.

14· · · · · · ·MR. SCHILLER:· Thank you.

15· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Well, not

16· ·seeing any other hands, it's a beautiful fall

17· ·day.· I hope everybody has the time to go

18· ·outside, take a walk, at least for a little bit.

19· ·Enjoy the sunshine.· And unless there's anything

20· ·else that anybody has I would move that we

21· ·adjourn.

22· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor?· Aye.

·2· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thanks, everybody.

·4· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

·5· ·went off the record at 11:20 a.m.)
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed

·4· ·under my direction; further, that said

·5· ·transcript is a true and accurate record of the

·6· ·proceedings; and that I am neither counsel for,

·7· ·related to, nor employed by any of the parties

·8· ·to this action in which this matter was taken;

·9· ·and further that I am not a relative nor an

10· ·employee of any of the parties nor counsel

11· ·employed by the parties, and I am not

12· ·financially or otherwise interested in the

13· ·outcome of the action.
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19· ·_______________________

20· ·Brandon Paterson
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