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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
10: 31 a. m

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Good norni ng, Karyn.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: Hel | o.

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Good norni ng, everybody
el se. W are assenbled, we are recording.

Good norning. My nane is Gary Thonpson,
|"mthe Chair of the DC Board of Elections. And
with ne today is ny fell ow Board Menber, Karyn
G eenfield, who's on by Zoom Together, we have
a quorum and we are open for business.

The first thing we do is adopt our agenda.

W' ve each had a chance to review it in advance,
and at this tinme | would nove the agenda.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

CHAIR THOMPSON: All right, all in favor.

(Chorus of aye.)

CHAI R THOMPSON:  And al so, we've revi ewed
our mnutes from Novenber 5th, and at this tinme |
woul d nove we adopt those m nutes.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

CHAIR THOWSON: All in favor.
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MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

CHAIR THOMPSON: And with that, 1'Il turn
It over to Monica Evans for our Executive Director's
report.

M5. EVANS: Thank you. Good norni ng.
This is the Executive Director Report for Novenber
2025.

On Novenber 5th, | gave a presentation at
Georgetown's McCourt School of Public Policy. W
provi ded general election information and descri bed
t he process of ranked choice voting. W also
conducted a nock election for the students.

On Novenber 18th, BOE hosted a group from
the National Conference of State Legislatures. The
group included individuals fromother election
jurisdictions.

The group was particularly interested in
our voting practices and the equi pnent we use.

On Novenber 24th, the general counsel and
| attended a DC Council roundtable. BOE was asked
to provide updates on equi pnment upgrades, voter

registration efforts, |ist nmaintenance,
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requi renents and deadl i nes for candi dates, ball ot
production, the 2026 el ection cal endar, and the
ranked choice voting process. W were asked to
descri be the details for the inplenentation of
ranked choice voting. The Council record closes
on Decenber 8th.

Voter registration rolls. |In Novenber,
BOE registered 2,255 new voters and processed 5, 376
regi stration changes. In total, we prepared 7,631
voter registration cards to be mail ed.

Additionally, 436 registered voters noved
out of DC, 294 voters canceled their DC
regi strations, and registered wth ot her
jurisdictions, and 826 voters registered in DC after
canceling their registrations in other states.

We are continuing to register voters using
our website portal. To date, we have processed over
101, 730 applications using the portal.

These include new voter registrations and
updates to existing registrations. Total
non-citizen registration is 964. W registered

three new non-citizen voters | ast nonth.
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Sonme non-citizens have been renoved from

the registry due to our list nmaintenance efforts.

W' re continuing our outreach in DC conmuniti es,
to share information about non-citizens voting in
| ocal el ections.

2026 el ection cycle planning. As
previously nentioned, we inplenented the Autonmatic
Vot er Regi stration Expansion Act that was passed
by the DC Council in 2022.

| ndi viduals who are eligible to register
to vote will no Ionger be able to conpletely decline
registration at the Departnent of Mdtor Vehicles.

The nanmes of individuals who decline will be

forwarded to the Board of El ecti ons.

These individuals wll be placed into a
pendi ng voter registration status. W w | contact
t hese people and they will have three options.

They can have their nanmes renoved fromthe
pending list, they may register to vote, or they
may do nothing at all.

| f they do nothing, they will receive a

mai | ballot for two general election cycles. The
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mail ballots will allow themto register and vote
at the sanme tine,.

W are now maintaining a list of pending
voters, and we have begun sending nailers to
i ndi viduals on the pending voter |ist.

We are also continuing to nonitor
| egislation and information on the federal |evel.

Legislation to repeal the Local Resident Voting
Ri ghts Anmendnent Act has passed the House.

Senator Britt introduced Senate Bill 2636
that prohibits individuals who are not citizens of
the United States fromvoting in elections in the
District of Colunbia, and to repeal the Local
Resi dent Voting R ghts Anendnent Act of 2022.
There has been no further action in the Senate.

Ranked choi ce voting. During the 2026
el ection cycle, we are scheduled to inplenent ranked
choi ce voting, or RCV. W have been neeting with
ot her jurisdictions and resource entities, to
gat her information and prepare.

The BOE Vot er Education and Qutreach

Di vi si on adm ni sters year-round educati on,
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outreach, and engagenent activities and prograns.

| n advance of the 2026 prinmary el ection,
the BEOD will focus its strategic efforts on
educating eligible voters in the District of
Col unbia on RCV. The goal is to educate and build
voter confidence to ensure a snooth transition.

BOE' s outreach objectives regardi ng RCV
are to provide educational materials and
information to all eligible district voters,
expl ai ni ng how RCV works, to conduct hands-on
denonstrations using voting equi pnment, to
col l aborate with conmunity organi zati ons and groups
to access their nenbership to expand engagenent and
outreach opportunities around RCV, and to coll ect
feedback fromDi strict residents on overall
ef fectiveness of voter education efforts for RCV.
We have reached out to other jurisdictions as we
prepare to inplenent RCV

To date, we have reached out to
representatives from Al aska, New York, M nnesota,
Mai ne and Virginia. W have also net with entities

such as FairVote M nnesota, Wrld Denocracy DC, and
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t he Ranked Choice Voting Resource Center.

Because RCV is inplenented differently by
other jurisdictions, we are continuing to reach out
to election offices to ensure we capture
best -practices and review outreach materi al s.

BOE outreach efforts will include
postcards, a voter guide, online training tools,
sanpl e ballots, and a dedicated information | ab at
BOE headquarters. Ml ballots will also include
I nformati on about RCV.

W will attend ANC and Civic Association
neetings, we will visit schools, senior facilities,
l'ibraries, the Departnent of Corrections, and
rehabilitation centers. W plan to staff outreach
events, conduct town hall neetings.

W will have in-person and virtual
engagenents with DC residents. However, we know we
cannot do it alone. W have devel oped a st at enent
of work to receive assistance with inplenentation
services. BCE will focus our strategic efforts on
all DC residents.

The target audi ence consists of registered
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voters, pre-registered voters, and prospective new
voters. Special enphasis will be placed on the
foll ow ng popul ati ons.

Communities with |l ow voter registration,
first tinme and young voters, high school students,
seniors and voters with disabilities, displaced and
honel ess citizens, voters wwth limted English
proficiency, and faith-based communities. There
are also many online tools to assist with explaining
RCV.

The BOE website will have information
dedi cated to RCV, including nock ballots,
frequent| y-asked questions, and a priner.

W will take nock ballots and voting
equi pnmrent into communities. W wll also nmake
i nformati onal materials available to our community
part ners.

Education will not end ahead of in-person
voting. W wll also be prepared to provide
educational materials at vote centers.

Finally, other jurisdictions have

I ndi cated that having the support of elected
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officials is essential for our success. W are
acutely aware that nessaging will need to happen
bef ore our CV can be successful.

In addition to education, we need to set
certain expectations. There will be delays in
know ng which contests will be subject to RCV

Until the candidate list is finalized, we

wll not know all of the contests that will contain
three or nore candi dates. Vote tines will also
I ncr ease.

Ranki ng candi dates during the voting
process wll take longer. W nmay need to depl oy
nore equi pnent to vote centers. The use of nail
ballots wll also be helpful to reduce in-person
vote tines.

Finally, final election results may be
del ayed in contests subject to RCV. W w il not
be able to finalize tabulation rounds until all
ballots are received, and that is ten days after
El ecti on Day.

Qur biennial mail, canvass and |i st

mai nt enance process. W're actively engaged in

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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list mai ntenance to ensure the accuracy and
integrity of the voter registration database. The
ongoi ng effort is critical to keeping the voter

regi strati on database accurate, and includes

I dentifying and updating records for voters who have
noved out of DC, voters who have changed addresses
wi thin DC, duplicate registrations, and deceased

I ndi vi dual s.

As part of our canvass, we sent two rounds
of mailers to nake sure the voter registration
records are accurate. During the first canvass
mai l er, a total of 153,407 non-affordable mailers
were sent to voters who did not participate in the
2024 el ection cycle.

The second canvass nmailer was sent to
21,983 voters who did not respond to the initial
mai | i ng.

ERI C voter participation case activity.

We are actively working wwth ERI C nenber states
to review cases and identify any potential instances
of voters casting multiple ballots in DC and anot her

jurisdiction, or on behalf of a deceased i ndividual
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during the 2024 general el ection.

This review is part of our ongoing efforts
to safeguard election integrity, and ensure that
all votes cast are valid. W have reviewed 144
fl agged cases.

During the nonth of Novenber, the Voter
Educati on Qutreach Division participated in four
outreach events on behalf of the agency. Events
I ncl uded Potomac Job Corps and KI PP Public Charter
School .

The division also drafted an outreach plan
for RCV. W're currently refining that plan based
on feedback we have received.

El ecti on Worker Division. The Election
Worker Division is processing all election worker
applications that have been received through our
website or fromoutreach efforts, and is preparing
for the 2026 el ection cycle.

Specifically, the division continues to
update the registration clerk scenarios for all
training classes, to include the new procedures for

ranked choice voting and the Autonmatic Voter
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Regi strati on Expansi on Act, work on updates for
online training nodules, to include new nodul es for
early voting and El ection Day openi ng and cl osi ng
procedures, update the 2026 Vote Center Qperation
Manual , work on enhancenents for our EWP nodul e,
and make nodifications for ranked choi ce voting,
as it relates to education and el ecti on worker
training for the Vote Center Qperations Mnual .

ANC vacancies. W currently have sixteen
active ANC vacancies for the 2025-2026 term These
positions are in different stages of being fill ed.

After candidate filing requirenents are
nmet, an open vote of registered voters of the
affected SMD will be held during regularly schedul ed
ANC neetings, and we are working with the Ofice
of OGANC and we wi |l begin attending ANC el ections
to oversee the tabul ati on process.

And that concludes ny report. Thank you.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Al right. Thank you
very much. And thank you to the Director and the
staff for all this excellent work.

| would also refer people, if they would
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i ke nore detail, including about ranked choice

voting preparation, to the Director's testinony

that was provided on Novenber 24th before the

Comm ttee on Executive Adm nistration and Labor.
You can find that at the DC Council website. It's

got a |l ot of good detail, especially about our many

preparations for voter outreach and other efforts

I n advance of the ranked choice voting

I npl enent ati on.

So, with that, I will turn it over to our
Ceneral Counsel, Terry Stroud.

M5. STROUD: Thank you, and good norning.

The first itemon ny agenda is the Board's adoption
of the fornulations for Initiative Measure Nunber
85, the Prohibiting Force-Feeding of Birds Act.

And | just want to determ ne whether or
not the proposer of the neasure, Cady Wtt, is
present. And | see that Ms. Wtt is present. So,
| just wanted her to be able to be raised to the
| evel of panelists so that she could participate.

By way of background, the neasure was

submtted by Ms. Wtt on October 2nd. On Cctober
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27th, the Board received proper subject advisory
opi nions from both the General Counsel for the
Council and the O fice of the Attorney General.

Based on the information provided and the
Board's own anal ysis of the neasure, the Board
accepted the neasure as presenting a proper subject
on Novenber 5th, and issued a witten order the next
day.

And with respect to the order, the General
Counsel for the Council was unable to reach a
conclusion as to whether or not the neasure
presented a proper subject, and the Attorney General
said that it did present a proper subject.

And the Board concl uded that, based on the
evidence it had at the time, which did not include
the fiscal inpact statenent, we could not determ ne
that the neasure did not present a proper subject,
and so undertook to proceed with the continuation
of processing the neasure.

And what we are here today to do is have
the Board adopt the fornul ations that were prepared

by Board staff, in accordance with 1-1001. 16(c),
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whi ch says that within twenty cal endar days of the
date that the Board accepts an initiative nmeasure,
the Board shall prepare a true and inpartial sunmary
statenent, prepare a short title for the neasure,
prepare in the proper legislative formthe

| egislative text of the neasure, with i nput from
the Attorney General and the General Counsel for

t he Council.

The other thing that the Board is to do
-- Board staff -- is request a fiscal inpact
statement fromthe Ofice of the Chief Financial
O ficer, who shall issue a fiscal inpact statenent.

And so, the Board staff adm nistered that
process. And today, it falls to the Board to, adopt
the formul ati ons that have been prepared.

And so, that is the purpose of today's
neeting. And so, Randy, we're going to put the
formul ati ons, as prepared, on the screen for you
to see.

So, the initiative neasure is titled --
it's nunber 85. The short title is Prohibiting

Force-Feeding of Birds Act, and | will read the
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sunmary statenent into the record.

| f enacted, this initiative would, (A
prohi bit any person fromforce-feeding a bird for
t he purpose of enlarging the bird' s liver beyond
normal size; (B) ban the sale or distribution of
any product resulting fromforce-feeding a bird,
including foie gras; (C) define force-feeding as
inserting a tube into the bird's throat to deliver
excessi ve feed,

(D) provide for enforcenent by the
Departnent of Energy and Environnment during routine
food safety inspections; (E) provide for civil
penal ti es.

And then the legislative text follows, and
the Board received input fromthe Ofice of the
Attorney Ceneral with respect to the proper fornmat.

And this is the result of the process of
formul ati on.

And so, Ms. Wtt has had the opportunity
to review the fornulations, and, Ms. Wtt, if you
have anything to share at this tine.

M5. WTT: Yes. Thank you for having us.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| was wondering, could | actually pass this over
to our | awer Hannah, who's on this call?

M5. STROUD: Yeah, | see no reason why not.

M5. WTT: Awesone. Thank you.

M5. TRUXELL: Hello, can you hear ne?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Yes.

M5. TRUXELL: Good norning. M nane's
Hannah Truxell, and before we get started, | want
to disclose first that I"'mbarred in the State of
Kent ucky, not in the District, and wanted to ask
that to the extent that ny participation here
constitutes the practice of law, that you all wll
aut horize ne to represent Cady.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  You are authorized and
wel cone on a pro hoc vice basis. Thank you.

M5. TRUXELL: Geat, thanks so much. So,
we have two requests. The first is our understandi ng
fromthe Novenber 5th hearing was that we authorized
the Board to insert | anguage about enforcenent, that
I ncluded that it would be subject to appropriations.

And based on our review, we don't see that

| anguage included. So, what point will that be
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added?

M5. STROUD:. That wll not be added,
because we do not think that it is within the Board's
authority to add that |anguage.

M5. TRUXELL: You don't believe it's
within the Board's authority?

M5. STROUD: W do not.

CHAI R
THOVPSON:  You woul d have to withdraw and resubmt
it. Nevertheless, | think we determned that it
was a proper subject matter

M5. STROUD: Well, we determ ned, based
on the information that we had, that the Board coul d
not rule that it was not a proper subject based on
specul ative, fiscal inpact. W did not have at the
time the fiscal inpact statenent, which is avail able
NOW.

And it is not within the Board's authority
to stop the process at this point. And so, once
the neasure is published, any objections that anyone
has based on proper subject or the fornul ations,
can be addressed via litigation.

But the Board does not viewits role as

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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to insert that |anguage. But the Board did rule
that wwth the information that the Board had at the
time, there was no reason to not find that it
presented a proper subject. And the order that was
I ssued makes the Board' s position clear on that
poi nt .

M5. TRUXELL: Sure. Gkay. That seens
different fromwhat we di scussed at the hearing,
because we had authorized you all to add that
| anguage.

M5. STROUD: The authority to add that
| anguage does not change the Board's authority with
respect to the fornul ations.

M5. TRUXELL: | see. Ckay. Al right
then. So, with regard to Section D under the
Summary Statenent, the change that we were going
to request was to add | anguage that says, "Provide
for enforcenent by the Departnent of Energy and

Environnent," and then the specific | anguage woul d
be, "as part of its existing routine food safety
I nspection framework."

M5. STROUD: So, this was | anguage that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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you requested to have added subsequently? O, |I'm
not clear on what --

M5. TRUXELL: At this nonment, is that a
change that can be nade to the fornul ati on?

M5. STROUD: That is up to the Board. The
Board woul d have to determ ne -- because again, |
just want to stress that it's the Board's authority
to adopt the formul ati ons.

| f you' re requesting that the Board nmake
that edit to the proposed fornulations, |'massum ng
that you're asking the Board to do that now.

M5. TRUXELL: That is correct.

M5. STROUD: Ckay.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Yeah. Can you say that
agai n?

M5. TRUXELL: Provide for enforcenent by
the Departnment of Energy and Environnment as part
of its existing routine food safety inspection
framework. | don't know if you --

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Fr anmewor k?

M5. STROUD: You said as part of its

exi sting routine food safety inspection franmework?
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M5. TRUXELL: That's correct.

CHAIR THOMWPSON: It's a little wordy, but
it's okay. | nean, it --

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | nean,
realistically, isn't it not part of its existing
routi ne food inspection?

O is it "framework," because it's not in
t he framework?

M5. TRUXELL: They already have a food
I nspection franmeworKk.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Ckay.

M5. TRUXELL: So, this would be part of
it. The point is that they would not be conducting
additional inspections as a result of this
initiative. |t would be part of the existing
process that they already have.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: kay.

M5. STROUD: So, what about, "Provide for
enforcenent by the Departnment of Energy and
Envi ronnment during its routine food safety
I nspections?"

MS. TRUXELL: That works.
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MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Yeah, okay. Ckay.
Yeah, I"'mfine with that.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Yeah. We'Il just insert

the word, "its," after "during," and | think that
goes to the point that -- | assunme your argunent

Is that therefore, this act would not require
appropriations, because it fits within the existing
I nspecti on.

M5. TRUXELL: That's correct.

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Ckay. kay.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. So, | wll read the
summary statenent into the record again, wth the
new addition. "If enacted, this initiative wuld
prohi bit any person fromforce-feeding a bird for
t he purpose of enlarging the bird s" -- | can't see
the screen -- "the bird's |iver beyond normal size;
(B) ban the sale or distribution of any product
resulting fromforce-feeding a bird, including foie
gras; (C) define force-feeding as inserting a tube
into the bird's throat to deliver excessive feed,;

(D) provide for enforcenent by the Departnent of

Energy and Environnent during its routine food
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safety inspections; (E) provide for
civil penalties.”

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Ckay.

M5. STROUD: | mght want to add an "and"
after that (E).

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Yeabh.

M5. STROUD: Just for grammar.

CHAI R THOMPSON: You nean after --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. STROUD. After the semcolon in (D),

add an "and," so that it reads, "and provide for
civil penalties.”

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay.

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Ckay.

M5. STROUD: Ckay? And so, having
received the input fromthe proposer -- again, these
are the Board's fornulations to adopt, which it is
doing at a public neeting. And | just want to read
into the record the statute that provides for this,
1-1001.16(d) (1), "After preparing an initiative or

ref erendum neasure, the Board shall call a public

neeting to adopt a summary statenent, short title,
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and |l egislative formof the neasure.”

And that is what is happening today. And
so, I've read into the record the Board's
formul ation of the short title and sumary
statenent, which will appear on the ballot and in
information that is provided regarding the neasure.

And so it's appropriate at this tine for
the Board to nake a notion with respect to the
adopti on.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay. | find the short
title to be very clear, the summary statenents --

M5. STROUD: |'msorry, M. Chair. M.
Truxell has rai sed her hand.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Oh. You have a conment
before | nmake ny notion?

M5. TRUXELL: | actually have a question.

| want to go back to the piece about the subject

to appropriations. So, based on what you shared,
in order to add the | anguage about subject to
appropriations, the initiative would need to be
wi t hdrawn and resubmtted with that |anguage. Is

that correct?
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M5. STROUD: That is correct. | think that
the Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral indicated that
as part of the formulation process that | anguage
coul d be added.

W do not share that view. And so, if you
wanted to add that |anguage, that would require the
subm ssi on of another version.

MS. TRUXELL: | see.

CHAI R THOMPSON: There's precedent for
that. | think a forner initiative wthdrew and then
resubmtted with that | anguage.

| nmean, it seens sinple, but we don't want
to crack that door open and start being responsible
for making even snmall edits to a proposer's
initiative, so we just |leave that for you to decide
whet her you feel |ike you need to do it or not do
it, for whatever purpose.

M5. TRUXELL: Sure. |In our view, it's not
a material change, and the case |aw seens to align
Wi th the Board having authority to add that

| anguage, that it could cure the issue of fiscal

I npact .
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MS. STROUD: | think the Chair is correct

Wi th respect to precedent, with respect to this

poi nt .

M5. TRUXELL: Okay.

M5. STROUD: And again, what's going to
happen is that -- and this is just to informthe

publ i c about what the next steps are with respect
to this process.

Once the Board adopts these fornul ations,
they will be posted for a ten-day review period,
duri ng which people can weigh in not only with
respect to the fornulation, but the proper subject
I ssue.

So, what's happening today is the adoption
of the fornulations, and then it will proceed down
the course as specified by |aw, for processing of
Initiative nmeasures.

M5. TRUXELL: Thank you.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay. Wth that, the
Chair noves that we adopt the short title and the
summary statenent as fornulated and edited in this

neet i ng.
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MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

M5. STROUD: Ckay, and we'll take a roll
call vote with respect to the notion. M. Chair?

CHAI R THOMPSON: Chair votes aye.

M5. STROUD: Madam G eenfi el d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:.  Aye.

M5. STROUD: And with that, the Board has
adopted the fornul ations prepared and nodified
today. And so, this will be placed in the DC
Regi ster and in a newspaper of general circulation,
and it will be the publication in the DC Regi ster
that triggers the ten-day review period during which
any registered qualified elector in DC can object
to the fornmulations, as well as other itens.

And so, | anticipate that the fornul ati ons
wi || appear in the Decenber 12th issue of the DC
Regi ster, because we will put it in, and then it'l|
appear in, not this Friday's edition, but the next
Friday's edition. So, that will launch the review
peri od.

And with that, the Board havi ng adopted

the summary statenent, we will nove the process
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al ong.

CHAIR THOWSON: All right, all good.
Thank you very nuch. Ckay.

M5. STROUD: And the next itemon ny agenda
are enforcement matters. W have five, and they
are indicated on the agenda.

And while we'll go through each one, | want
to say that the first two have to do with activity
that occurred during the petition circulation
period for the July special election for Ward 8,
and the other three have to do with information the
Board received in the course of its ERIC, the
El ectronic Registration Information Center, our
participation in their voter participation project,
where we determ ne whether or not ballots were cast,
both in DC and in another jurisdiction, or nultiple
times wwthin DC, and take action with respect to
that activity, as necessary.

And with that, | have senior staff attorney
Christine Penbroke present to present with respect
to the enforcenent hearings.

M5. PEMBROKE: Thank you, General
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Counsel. So, as the General Counsel nentioned, the
first two matters concern petition circulation

I ssues with respect to candidate in the special

el ection for Ward 8 Counci |l nenber Kenneth Di ggs.

So, on April 1st, M. Diggs submtted his
decl aration of candi dacy at the Board's offices for
t hat seat.

And at that tine, he signed a receipt of
bal | ot access docunents form whereby he
acknow edged that he was being provided with
instructions on circulating and filing petitions,
pertinent regul ations, and other ball ot access
docunent s.

M. Diggs then submtted his petition.

In each petition sheet he provided consisted of a
Board-i ssued formthat had on the top half the fields
for the nanmes, addresses and signatures of ten
petition signers, and the |ower half was

I nstructions for circulating the sheet that

i ncluded a statenent that the circul ator nust
personally witness the signing of each of the

signatures that appears on this petition.
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The affidavit portion required the
circulator to swear or affirmthat the circul ator
personally wtnessed the signing of each signature
t hereon, and personally inquired of each signer,
whet her the signer is a duly registered voter in
the District of Colunbia.

That affidavit was based on statutory
requi rements that circulators personally w tnessed
the signing of each signature on the sheet and
I nquire of each signer as to whether they were
regi stered voter. Then, M. Diggs was al so
provided with regulations that reiterated those
requi renments.

On April 17th, he submtted his petition.

And after the petition was accepted by the Board
staff and posted as required by |law, a DC voter
submtted a tinely challenge to the petition
si gnat ures.

As a result, the Board' s registrar voter
revi ewed the chall enged signatures and issued a
report of her findings on the chall enges.

In that report, the registrar found that,
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anong ot her things, petition sheet nunber 64, dated
April 17, 2025, contained two signatures that were
made in the sanme hand. The register's report was
emailed to M. Diggs on May 1, 2025.

In light of that report's findings with
respect to sheet 64, the O fice of General Counsel
attorney assigned to the chall enge matter, which
was ne, sent M. Diggs an email rem nding hi mof
the requirenent that circulators personally w tness
each person sign the petition, and of the possible
fault circulator affidavits, and of the
prohi bi ti ons agai nst naking fal se statenents to DC
gover nnent
entities, and the crimnal penalties for violating
t hese requirenents.

| sent that to M. Di ggs, because he
happened to be the circul ator of petition sheet
nunber 64. So, not only was he the candi date, but
he was also the circulator. M. Diggs then w thdrew
hi s candi dacy for the Council nenber seat.

After the conclusion of the 2025 speci al

election, the Ofice of General Counsel | aunched
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an investigation into the suspect signatures.

On Novenber 17, 2025, a prehearing
conference was conducted before, the Ofice of
CGeneral Counsel. M. Diggs was present, as well
as the individuals having the nanmes of the voters
Wi th the suspect signatures.

During the prehearing conference, M.

Di ggs deni ed know ngly participating in any forgery
on sheet 64, but acknow edged that he was not paying
attention to the entry of every signature, and coul d
have been distracted when a signer entered a

si gnat ure.

As a result of the information obtained
at the prehearing conference in its investigation,
OGC determ ned that Sanmante Bal dwi n had signed M.
Diggs' petition for hinmself and for another resident
of his househol d.

Fol |l owi ng the prehearing conference, M.
Diggs was duly notified that this matter woul d be
presented to the Board, and in anticipation of the
Board hearing, M. Diggs provided a witten

statenent to the Board, in which he reiterated that
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he did not engage in any forgery.

M. Samante Bal dwin was al so notified that
this matter would be presented to the Board at this
neeting. And in addition, we provided the Board
with evidence that's relevant to this matter,

I ncl udi ng several exhibits that consist of the
registrar's report in the challenge matter, where
she noted her finding of signatures witten in the
sane hand on petition sheet 64.

The email that | sent to M. Diggs warning
hi m of the consequences of a possible failure to
W t ness, personally, each person signing petition
sheet 64, showing the lines were -- two signatures
are witten in the sanme hand, and signature sanpl es
for Samante Bal dw n, showi ng that those sanpl es
mat ch the signatures that were entered on the
suspect lines on petition sheet 64.

At this time, | would ask the Chair adm't
into the record the exhibits that have been provi ded
by the O fice of General Counsel.

CHAI R THOMWPSON:  Yes, thank you. So

adm tted.
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(Wher eupon, the above-referred to
exhibits were received into evidence.)

MS. PEMBROKE: So, | believe M. Di

here, but | do not knowif M. Baldw n is appearing.

MR DIGES: |'mhere, M. Dggs.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Hey. Good norning, M.

Di ggs. Thanks for being here. W appreciate it.

VR. Dl GGS: Yes.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Did you hear all that

okay?
MR, DIGGS: | heard everything.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay. So | guess,

you'd li ke, you could make a statenent, and perhaps

you could focus at the nonent of distraction.

you say - -

MR DIGGES: Sure. Sure, I'dlike to first

start off by saying good norning, Menbers of the

Boar d.

My nane is Kenneth Diggs, and | appreciate

the opportunity to speak. | want to state cl

that | did not forge any signatures, | did not

encour age anyone to sign for another person,
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| submtted ny petition in conplete good faith,

| submtted nore than 545 valid signatures

-- far above the required mnimum-- within a
si xty-day period. So, | was hustling to obtain
t hese signatures.

Even after challenges, | still had
sufficient valid signatures, which reflects ny
genui ne effort to conply fully wth election rules.

It was a tine constraint for ne, and as
well as resources. So, when | initially received
the threatening enmail from M. Marissa Corrente --
threats that ultinmately caused ne the prenmature
w thdrawal fromthe el ection, because |I didn't have
the tinme or the resources to deal with that, deal
with the election. | was in school, |I've got
several sons in school, | just didn't have tine.

| knew | had nore than enough signatures,
but | just didn't have tine to address this issue,
the two frivol ous chall enges.

Ch, and as far as the distraction, | was
harassed nultiple tinmes when acquiring signatures.

Let ne al so add this. M. Baldwin, his
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mom was not visible. She didn't allow video
correspondence during prehearing, and M. Samante,
he kept the canmera at an angle where | was unabl e,
or my wtnesses were unable, to identify him So
| wasn't able to recollect if and when he signed
nmy petitions.

But |I'mal nost certain that during one of
my several encounters at the Gant with security,
who showed favor for one candi date over another one,
| was actually told that I was not able to acquire
signatures on the property.

And so | was pulled while ny clipboard was
circulating. | was distracted with that degree of
harassnment. And that happened nmultiple tinmes at
the Safeway, and the Gant nultiple tines.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Thank you very nmuch. Do
you all have any questions for M. D ggs?

M5. STROUD: | just want to just state for
the record that the allegation was never, M. Diggs,
that you forged signatures. Wat the evidence
seens to suggest is that you just did not personally

W tness the signing of that particular petition
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sheet.

So, there's no suggestion or finding that
you forged any signatures whatsoever. That's not
what this matter is about. It is about the
circulator's responsibility to personally w tness
t he signing of each signature on the petition sheets
that they are circul ating.

And as the circulator of that sheet -- and
It seens that you have, yourself, indicated that
there was distraction in connection with, perhaps
not only this sheet, but perhaps others. But the
finding is with respect to petition sheet 64, that
signatures were nmade, in the sane hand.

And the evidence seens to suggest that that
did happen. So, | just want to clarify for you that
t he question is not whether
or not you forged any signatures.

MR DIGES: Well, let ne be clear. |I'm
clear on that. | believe that this would have been
dispelled if the Board of Elections had found
prudence that M. Samante did, in fact, sign these

signatures prior to ny withdrawing, or prior to the
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t hreats nade.

So, there's never been a doubt there. But
| just have to make it clear, because there were
other findings in the signatures. So, | just want
to make it clear across the board, |I didn't forge
any signatures. So, that's why that was stated.

M5. PEMBROKE: M. Chairman, could | just
add one thing to the record? Because | know M.

Di ggs keeps referring to threats nade.
MR, DI GGS: Yeah.

M5. PEMBROKE: Wien we're in the
prehearing situation, where there's evidence of a
possible crine that's been coomtted, we have to
warn people of their right against
self-incrimnation, and the risk that they are
taki ng when they appear at a prehearing conference
and makes conments.

And so, the email that was sent to hi mwas
not intended as a threat. It was to nake sure that
his rights, his constitutional right against
self-incrimnation, was protected.

CHAIR THOMPSON: | fully appreciate that.
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At this time, why don't we hear General Counsel's
recomendation, then I'lIl have some comments for
you, M. Diggs.

MR, DI GGS:  Sure.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. So, ny recommendati on
woul d be that the Board inpose a civil fine of $50
on M. Diggs because of the apparent absence of
nmeeting the obligation to personally witness the
signing on the petition sheet that he was
circulating -- specifically, petition sheet 64 --
Wi th respect to the signatures attributed to M.
Bal dw n and anot her i ndi vi dual .

MR DIGES: Can | say sonething to that?

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Go ahead.

MR DIGGS: Ckay. Yes, the Ofice of
CGeneral Counsel has already determ ned that the
signatures attributed to M. Baldw n natches his
official signature sanples. But he and his nom
denied clearly that they had signed ny petition,
whi | e not nmaki ng thensel ves identifiable via
vi deoconf erence. Ckay?

This confirns that he did in fact sign ny
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petition. But | cannot be held responsible for a
signer who | ater denies signing, especially when
the Board's own analysis confirnms the signhature is
his. But you want to inpose a fine upon ne. That
makes no sense.

CHAIR THOMPSON: AlIl right. Let ne do you
a favor, M. Diggs. | appreciate you being here,
| appreciate your candor, and | appreciate the

counsel's reconmmendat i on.

But personally, | don't support a notion
to inmpose a civil fine. | guess |I would anal ogi ze
this to, |like, a warning.

MR DIGES: Right.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Cetting pulled over and
getting a warning. And | nean that seriously,
because, | nean, the tine |'ve been on the Board,
| think we've nade it quite clear to everybody, that
iIf you're a circulator, you have to personally
W t ness each signer signing the petition.

And that's a really inportant requirenent.

We have inposed civil fines on many people who have

failed in that regard.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Sonetines it's a pattern across entire
circulator sheets. You can see that it's a real
problemw th the integrity of the circul ator over
and over and over. And that's sonething that we
take seriously, and that we'll continue to
I nvestigate and enforce.

However, in this particular case, it |ooks
like this was a nonent in tinme where sonebody el se
possi bly forged the signature of soneone else in
t heir househol d, and you as the candi date, as the
circulator, are standing there, and | appreciate
that it's not easy to wtness precisely what's
happeni ng at those points in tinme that you could
have been distracted, but | think it's fair to say
t hat nmaybe you | et your guard down and you could
have done a better job, and in the future, if you
run again, to just sort of take each signature as
you see it quite seriously.

But | personally, | appreciate you being
here. 1've listened to you. |'ve heard you. 1|'ve
personal ly been a candidate trying to get

signatures, and | know what that's like, trying to
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flag sonebody down while they're wal king their dog
or sonething. | try to pay attention, of course.
But there's a disconnect there that isn't
al ways perfect. So, | take to heart your comments
about being distracted in that nonent, and while
| mght criticize you or give you a warning, | don't
support a notion for a fine.
MR DIGES: | appreciate that. Thank you
for your enpathy.
CHAI R THOMPSON:. My fell ow Board Menber
m ght want to make a notion. |'mnot sure.
VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: No, | agree with you
on this one. Thanks for comng to testify, M.
Diggs, but I'"'min agreenent with you, Gary, on this.
M5. STROUD: And so, what is the notion?
CHAI R THOMPSON: No noti on.
M5. STROUD: There's no notion? Ckay.
CHAIR THOMPSON: We need a notion to say
we're not inposing a fine?
M5. STROUD: Maybe a notion that you do
not accept the general counsel's reconmendati on,

and have deci ded --
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CHAIR THOWSON: A notion that the Board
does not accept Ceneral Counsel reconmendation to
i npose a $50 civil fine, with a warning to M. D ggs.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay. | second.

M5. STROUD:. Ckay. And with that, we'll
take a roll call vote. M. Chair?

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Aye.

M5. STROUD: Madam G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

M5. STROUD: GCkay. And with that, the
Board has decided to not inpose a civil fine of $50
on M. Diggs, and instead issue a warning, which
it has on the record. And wth that, this matter
I S concl uded.

The second matter is related to the first
and involves the circulator. And if | could
determ ne whether M. Samante Baldwin is present
on the phone.

O if you're one of the nunbers, M.

Bal dw n, because we can't determne -- if you could
rai se your hand, or put in the chat whether or not

-- okay. It appearing that M. Baldwin is not
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present, first, |I'Il have Ms. Penbroke indicate the
means that she used to notify M. Baldw n of today's
proceedi ng.

M5. PEMBROKE: Yes. So, M. Baldw n, as
M. Diggs noted, appeared at the prehearing
conference. At that tine, | did ask M. Baldwin to
provide his email address and to agree to use that
emai | address for communicating in this matter.

He agreed to that, he provided an enmuail.

| emailed himnotification of the Board
hearing. | believe | also emailed himrecently
anot her rem nder, and none of those emails bounced
back.

And let nme just say the first email in which
| reached out to himfollow ng the prehearing
conference, was after we did further investigation
of the signatures on sheet 64 and ascertai ned that
t hose signatures matched signature sanples for him
In our voter file.

So, ny email to himinformed himof that
and notified himthat the matter would go before

t he Board on Decenber 3rd. And, he has not been
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I n comuni cation with us since then.
And al so, just quickly, for the record.

So, with respect to M. Baldwin, the statutory
provision at issue is DC Code 1-1001.08(b)(3), which
provi des that each petition signature nust be made
by the person whose signature it purports to be,
and not by any other person.

And so, when he signed for another nenber
of his household, M. Baldw n violated that
provi si on.

M5. STROUD: And | will say that he does
not appear to be present, but pursuant to 3 DCWVR
403.4, the Board is permtted to proceed ex parte
Wi th respect to this matter.

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Ckay.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  kay.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Who is the other nenber
of his household? Hi s nother?

M5. PEMBROKE: | try not to disclose
peopl e who are arguably victins in these cases.

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Cot it.

M5. PEMBROKE: But yeah.
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M5. STROUD: Ckay.

M5. PEMBROKE: So, | would also nention
that, M. Baldw n was al so warned that the Board
could proceed in his absence. That's part of our
routine notification of hearing matters that was
provi ded.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. And will you wal k
t hrough t he background?

M5. PEMBROKE: Yeah. So, the facts are
essentially the sane as they were in M. Diggs case.

W had contacted the individual s whose nanes
appeared on M. Diggs, petition sheet nunber 64,

that were witten in the sane hand, using

I nformati on we had fromour voter roll, and notified
themthat there would be a prehearing conference.
And they appeared at that prehearing conference
spont aneously, and argued at that tinme that a check
of the signatures on the voter roll against the
signatures on the petition sheet would show t hat
they had not signed M. Diggs petition.

So, after the prehearing conference, | did

that check, and in fact, it turned out that the
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signatures match for M. Samante Bal dw n.

CHAIR THOMWPSON: |Is there a
recommendation at this tine?

M5. STROUD: Yes, M. Chair. | recomend
that the Board inpose a civil fine against M.
Samante Baldwin in the amount of $50, for signing
on behalf of another individual, in addition to
signing his own signature on the petition.

CHAIR THOMPSON:  And I'Ill support that
recommendati on, and so nove that we inpose a $50
civil fine on M. Bal dw n.

| nmean, on the one hand, | get it. |[|'ve
been married 36 years. M wife and | probably sign
for each other sonmetinmes. But there's a |ot of
ci rcunst ances where we know not to do that. Like
financial docunents, voter registration. | nean,
it could be sonebody that you're close to and you
feel like you' ve got sone kind of inplied authority
to do that, but we just can't accept that that is
a thing.

It's inportant for candidates to coll ect

valid signatures fromregi stered voters in their
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district that actually know ngly support the
signing of the petition. And you just can't sign
for sonmebody el se, no matter who it is.

And it's not the worst thing in the world,
but I think it's inportant that we send that nessage,
I npose the civil fine, and go into the 2026 el ection
cycle indicating to everybody out there that you' ve
got to take these petitions seriously.

M5. STROUD:. Ckay. And with that, we'll
take a roll call vote. On, did you second, M.

G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Second.

M5. STROUD: And now we'll take the roll
call vote. M. Chair?

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Aye.

M5. STROUD: Madam G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

M5. STROUD: And with that, the Board
votes to inpose a $50 civil fine against M. Baldw n
for signing on behalf of another person on a petition
that was submtted in connection wth the Ward 8

special election in July 2025.
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M. Chair, | see that M. Diggs has his
hand raised. If it's your pleasure to hear from
hi m

CHAI R THOMPSON: M. Diggs, would you Iike
to make a final coment? O naybe he just had it
rai sed from before.

M5. STROUD: Ckay.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Yeah, the hand' s down.

Who's M ke A? There's sonebody nanmed M ke A who's
got a hand raised, but that can wait until public
comrent. If it has nothing to do with this matter,
If you're direct witness to this particular matter,
we'll hear fromyou.

But it |ooks |ike the hand came down.
Thank you. So with that, we'll nove on to the next
matter.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. In the matter of
El bert Maxwel | .

M5. PEMBROKE: Yes, thank you.

MS. STROUD: And then first, we'll just
see whether or not M. Maxwell is present.

MS. PEMBROKE: And his counsel shoul d be
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here as wel .

M5. STROUD: Ckay. Onh, | see Dan
Schwager's hand raised. Yeah.

M5. PEMBROKE: So, as the General Counsel
had i ndicated previously, the next three matters
concern voter msconduct. And all of themarise
fromour voter participation project report that
the Board of Election receives fromthe El ectronic
Regi stration Information Center, or. ERIC

So, ERIC is a consortiumof a nunber of
states that share voter data. And ERI C generates
reports of voters voting twice in the sane el ection.

And in this case, we received a report of
information fromERIC that M. Maxwell voted in the
DC 2024 general election, and that a ball ot was cast
in the nane of M. Maxwell in the 2024 general
el ection in Arizona.

So, that triggered an investigation by the
O fice of General Counsel into illegally voting
twce in the sane election. So, federal |aw,
there's a provision against voting twice in the sane

el ection. And the DC Code 1-1001.09(g) prohibits
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voting twice in any el ection, and DC Code 1-1001. 14
provides for crimnal penalties for that. In

addi tion, the Board has authority under DC Code
1-1001. 18 to inpose civil fines.

So, as part of our investigation, we sent
M. Maxwell a notification of a prehearing
conference on Novenber 19th.

He and his counsel, M. Schwager, who's
here, attended the prehearing conference. And
follow ng the discussions at that conference, M.
Maxwel | entered into a stipulated agreenent with
the Ofice of General Counsel.

So, by that stipul ated agreenent, M.
Maxwel | acknow edged that the DC voter registration
application includes instructions that have the
fol |l ow ng | anguage:

"To vote in the District of Colunbia, you
must not claimvoting residence or the right to vote
in another U S. State."

And there's an oath at the end of the
application form which requires registrants to

swear and affirmthat they do not claimvoting

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

resi dence or the right to vote in another U S. State.

However, after registering to vote in DC
in 2015, M. Maxwell also submtted a voter
registration formin 2022 in Arizona, and the voter
registration form-- the Arizona form-- included
afield for the registrant to list their previous
address if they were registered to vote in another
state, but M. Maxwell left that blank.

Before and after registering in Arizona,
M. Maxwel |l did not cancel his DC registration.

So, we have a mail ballot voted by M.
Maxwel | in the 2024 general election in Arizona,
that's dated Septenber 28, 2024, and on Cctober 31,
2024, M. Maxwell voted in person at an early voting
center in DC

And at the tinme of voting in DC, he al so
signed an oath on the electronic poll pad device
whereby he swore and affirned that he resided at
t he DC address provided, and that he was eligible
to vote in that election, neaning that he clai ned
voting residency in the District of Colunbia.

So, those facts were covered by the
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sti pul ated agreenent.

And based on that, the CGeneral Counsel
agreed to recomend that the civil fine inposed on
M. Maxwell -- | believe under the agreenent --

M5. STROUD: It's $200.

M5. PEMBROKE: -- was capped at $200.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: That's correct.

M5. PEMBROKE: Yes, a $200 civil fine.
And we provided the Board with the exhibits that
are pertinent to this matter.

They include the signed stipul at ed
agreenent, the signed Arizona 2024 general election
bal | ot return envel ope, the DC 2024 general election
pol | pad record with the check-in signature, DC
voter focus mai ntenance tab show ng that M. NMaxwel |
registered to vote in DC in 2015, DC voter focus
el ection tab showing mail voting history, and the
signed 2022 Arizona voter registration form

And with that, | would ask that those
exhi bits be noved into the record.

CHAI R THOMPSON: So admitt ed.

(Wher eupon, the above-referred to
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exhibits were received into evidence.)

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: And | see that M.
Schwager, the attorney representing M. Mxwell,
Is present. And if it is the Board's pleasure, we
can hear fromhimat this tine.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Sure. M. Schwager,
woul d you like to conment?

MR. SCHWAGER: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

| am here with, M. Maxwell's attending
as well. [I'msorry if our video is not show ng that.

But | want to thank the O fice of Ceneral
Counsel for their professionalismand their
diligence. |'mnot going to go beyond the
stipulation, other than | did inform M. Penbroke
yesterday that prior to Thanksgiving, M. Mxwel |l
did submt a cancellation of his registration in
Arizona, confirnmed today that they received it.
They have not processed it yet, but we did want to
make the Board aware of that, as discussed with M.
Penbr oke yest erday.

The only other part of the stipulation |
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just wanted to point out is in paragraph 8, that

for any office, and he apol ogi zes that that is not

tw ce, which he does now accept and under st and.
And with that, | will leave it at thank you. And
we do not oppose the recommendation or the

stipul ati on.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Ckay.

much. Wth that, Chair accepts the reconmendati on,
and so noves that a civil fine of $200 be i nposed,
I n accordance with the stipul ation.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

M5. STROUD: Ckay, and we'll take a roll
call vote with respect to that notion. M. Chair?

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Aye.

M5. STROUD: Madam G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

voted to inpose a civil fine of $200 agai nst M.

Maxwel | for violating the double vote prohibition.
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And with that, this matter is cl osed.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: kay.

M5. STROUD: And the next matter on the
agenda is in the matter of Gary Lockhart, Sr.

M5. PEMBROKE: Yeah. So this is another
case which cane to our attention because of the ERIC
Report. W received information that M. Lockhart
voted in Maryland and in DC in the 2024 general
el ecti on.

M5. STROUD: Ms. Penbroke, | have one
question. | see that a Toni Harper has their hand
rai sed.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Yes. That is, M.
Lockhart's attorney.

M5. STROUD: Ckay.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you.

M5. PEMBROKE: So, one, when we obtai ned
that information, we reached out -- well, let ne
back up.

When | was review ng the signature
evidence, | went into voter focus to conpare our

signatures on file with the signatures that appeared

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

on the two 2024 ballots, and saw that there were
two Gary Lockharts.

And upon investigating those two voter's
records, it becane apparent that there was a younger
Gary Lockhart and an older. And the individual who
was flagged by the ERIC Report was the younger Gary
Lockhart .

But the signature on the ballot that was
Issued in the District of Colunbia to the younger
Gary Lockhart nmatched the signatures in our file
for the older Gary Lockhart.

So, | notified both of those individuals
of the prehearing conference in the matter and they
bot h appeared. And during the prehearing
conference, both Lockharts acknow edged that the
address to which the DC ball ot was sent was
previously an address for the younger M. Lockhart,
but at the tinme of the 2024 general election, was
occupi ed by another famly nenber, and that the
ol der Gary Lockhart lived at a different address.

And the older Gary Lockhart had no

recollection of signing the mail ballot in DC, and
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did not know how that ball ot woul d have cone into
hi s possession, and requested that we investigate
what happened to the ballot that was actually issued
to him

Fol |l owi ng the prehearing conference, | did
| ook into that and ascertained that he had voted
in person in DC during that election.

So what we have is a nmail ballot that was
cast by the older Gary Lockhart in the 2024 general
el ection, that was issued to a different person,
and a second ballot that was cast for himin the
2024 general election, which inplicates two
different types of election |aw violations.

One is fraudulently casting a ball ot
I ssued to another individual, and the second is
violating the law, as was discussed in the Maxwel |
matter, against voting tw ce.

M. Lockhart has continued to maintain
t hat he does not know how this all canme about, and
he notified nme, or | was contacted |ater by Ms.

Har per, who represented that she was representing

him and he authorized her to represent him So,
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she is here today. And that's the current status
of the matter.

We have the evidence of fraudul ent voting
and illegal voting in this case.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Thank you.

M5. STROUD: And as Ms. Harper is here,

if it is the Board's pleasure, then we can hear from

Ms. Harper with respect to this matter.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Yep, let's hear from
counsel. Thank you for being here.

M5. HARPER  Good norning. And thank you
for allow ng ne to speak.

| am Ant oi nette M ntosh Harper, counsel
for M. Gary Lockhart in this matter.

The senior M. Gary Lockhart did not cast
a mail-in ballot for anyone in the 2024 general
el ection. The senior M. Gary Lockhart never
received the mail-in ballot for Gary Lockhart, Jr.

Furthernore, the senior M. Gary Lockhart may not

have received his own mail-in ballot.

During the tinme frame in question, the

junior M. Gary Lockhart lived in Baltinore, even
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though a mail-in ballot that he did not request was
mailed to a fornmer address, and that was 269 56th
Street NE, Washington, DC, 20019.

Additionally, there's no evidence that the
bal | ot in question was ever delivered to the senior
M. Lockhart, even inadvertently.

As it happens, on Cctober 15, 2024, the
date that the Lockhart, Jr. ballot, for lack of a
better way of acknow edgi ng what that was, Exhibit
1 was signed.

The senior M. Lockhart was staying in a
hotel , because there was extensive nold damage to
his home caused by a water issue in the property
next door. And | can produce those receipts from

t he i nsurance conpany, should the Board need to see

t hat .

During the prelimnary hearing on Novenber
18th -- I'"msorry, | think I have the date wong
for that -- but Ms. Penbroke asked M. Lockhart --

both of them-- to think about what they did on
Cctober 15th, the date that the mail-in ballot was

si gned.
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The senior M. Lockhart was quite
di straught and upset by these allegations of voter
fraud, and he could not renenber what was happeni ng
over a year ago.

But what the senior M. Lockhart knew, was
that no one ever brought nmail fromhis son's forner
residence at 269 56th Street NE, to himat his hone
at 834 Jefferson Street NW

Furthernore, the senior M. Gry Lockhart
does not, nor has he ever signed his name with the
generational suffix of senior, or SR, or even the
roman nuneral one.

The person who signed the Lockhart, Jr.
mai | -in ballot signed the nane wth the generati onal
suffix Jr, as it appears in Exhibit 1 Ms. Penbroke
has graciously provided.

Further review of the prelimnary hearing,
Ms. Penbroke states that Gary Lockhart is clearly
witten, "But what follows after the witten nane
Gary Lockhart, you can't tell if it is a junior or
senior.” And that's a direct quote fromthe

prelimnary hearing.
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So, she could not tell if it was a junior
or senior. Wich is why both junior and senior M.
Lockharts were invited to the prelimnary hearing.

Later during that sanme hearing, M.

Penbr oke gave her non-expert opinion that she can
tell that the person who signed the ballot in DC
Is Gary Lockhart, Sr., and that the signature on
the Lockhart Jr. ballot matched the senior M.
Lockhart's signature.

| don't think you need to be an expert to
| ook at Exhibit 1 and tell that it does not match
the signature in Exhibit 2, which she also provided.

Not hi ng about the signatures on the
mail -in ballot in question nmatched the senior M.
Lockhart's signature in previous elections. And
the reason they don't match is that soneone other
than the senior M. Lockhart signed it.

It is not the senior M. Lockhart's burden
to prove who signed it. And for these reasons, no
matter how small the fine is, or how onerous the
burden, M. Lockhart is not stipulating to sonething

that he did not do.
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CHAI R THOMPSON: Do you have a theory on
who signed it?

M5. HARPER | don't, because at the tine,
his son was not living at the house. He did have
his brother, | think, or another famly nenber
living there. But the senior, M. Gary Lockhart
or junior M. Lockhart, were not there. And if you
| ook at those signatures, they absolutely do not
mat ch.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Is it possible it could
have been a stranger, or sonebody just intercepted
the mail and decided to fill it out and sign it?

M5. HARPER It's possible. It is
absol utely possible, especially since | get mail
at my house delivered to ny next door neighbors all
the tine.

Fortunately, we're neighborly enough over
here that we bring each other the mail when it's
I nadvertently delivered.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Right. Let ne hear from
counsel . Yeah.

M5. PEMBROKE: So, in this particular
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matter, we had notified, | believe, M. Lockhart
and his counsel, that the General Counsel would be
recomendi ng that this matter be referred to the
DC Attorney General for possible crimnal

i nvestigation, as well as a fine.

And the reason for that recommendation is
because, if M. Lockhart's theory is correct, we
don't have the resources to conduct the
i nvestigation that would be required to identify
whoever committed the crine.

So, if M. Lockhart doesn't take
responsibility -- and | think the signatures natch,
but the Board can make its own determ nation about
that -- we don't have really any other choice but
to exercise the option under the statute to refer
matters for further investigation by prosecutorial
authorities that have the resources to conduct the
| evel of investigation that woul d be needed.

But M. Lockhart shoul d appreciate that
that may nean that that will result in crimnal
char ges.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay. Well, there
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certainly is reasonabl e doubt here. | nean, maybe
nore than reasonabl e doubt.

And you're right, we don't have the
resources to sort of try to get to the bottom of
exactly what happened. |'m|l ooking at both
signatures, and I'mno expert. | nmean, | can't say
one way or another whether they match or were signed
by the sane person, or two different people.

So, yeah, | guess I'msort of sharing I'm
not inclined to inpose a fine or a puni shnent
oursel ves, but a referral is a different matter,
because the referral puts it in the hands of sonebody
el se to conduct an investigation if they think it's
war rant ed, and perhaps get to the bottomof it.

I s that what you're reconmendi ng?

M5. STROUD: Yeah, | think that it does
make sense in this instance to refer the matter to
the Ofice of the Attorney General to determ ne
whet her or not they can assess whet her or not
anyt hi ng happened.

But | do think that -- I"'mtrying to think

t hrough whether or not -- how we get there, and what
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that --

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | have a question.
Maybe |'m confused. Are the signatures we're
| ooking at in terns of matching the one that's dated
Oct ober 15, 2024, to the ones that are dated 2022
and 20207

M5. STROUD: Well, the Exhibit 1 is a
signature for Junior, and the ones in Exhibit 2 --

M5. PEMBROKE: Well, no. Exhibit 1 is
junior's ballot, signed by senior, in ny view.

M5. STROUD: Ckay.

M5. PEMBROKE: And then Exhibit 2 are
ot her exanples of senior's signature. So, you're
saying there's simlarities between the signature
in Exhibit 1 and the signatures in Exhibit 2.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:.  Yes.

M5. STROUD: Yeah. | don't agree.

M5. PEMBROKE: And you can see the voter
| D nunbers are different. So, on the 2024 one,
whi ch has, printed underneath it, Gary Lockhart,
Jr., the voter registration nunber is one.

And then on Exhibit 2, it's a different
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voter registration nunber. That's the voter
regi stration nunber for Gary Lockhart, Sr.

In ny opinion, there's distinctive
simlarities between the L. | don't think it's our
burden to show where M. Lockhart was on those days,
or to prove this evidence unreliable.

| think this is a prinma facie case of
mat chi ng si gnatures and doubl e-voting, and voti ng
soneone else's ballot. But that's really for the
Board ultimately to deci de.

M5. HARPER  Respectfully, | disagree.
The signatures do not match, and there is no reason
to assune that M. Lockhart, Sr., was going to
anot her property to take mail, when there's no
evi dence of hi mdoing that.

To conclude that those signatures natch
Is just -- there's nothing about those signatures
that look simlar. And there's no history of M.
Lockhart's signature |ooking |Iike that, or signing
Junior, which is what you said it was, M. Penbroke,
in the previous prelimnary hearing.

It's clearly not his signature. And |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

70

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

appreciate that you don't have the resources to
I nvestigate this.

And as | previously said, M. Lockhart,
Sr., is not going to admt to sonmething that he did
not do, no matter how small the fine is, or the
resources that we have to put behind this.

So we're wlling, if it's your
recommendation that we go to an Attorney GCeneral
office that could actually do real research on this,
we wll do that.

CHAI R THOMWPSON:  Thank you, Counsel. |

appreciate that. | nean, | haven't reviewed all
the evidence. | personally amnot able to nmake a
determ nation one way or another. |'mconfortable

referring that exercise to the OQAG who has the
resources and handwiting experts and what not, to
conduct the investigation.

But | guess ny question for General Counsel
is, if we -- our Board -- do not nake a determ nation
of there being at least a prima facie violation,
or sonething Iike that, can we refer it to the OAG

just for themto |ook into, or do we have to first
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find that there's been a violation?

M5. STROUD: Yeah. The way | read the
statute is that recommendations can be nade of
crimnal or civil violations, and the Board can
accept and proceed according to the finding, or to
t he recommendati on.

So, | guess ny reconmmendati on would be to
find that there is -- because | can't say
definitively that the signatures match. Yeah, but
| think that we can refer the matter and have them
determ ne whether or not there is a basis for finding
crimnal activity.

CHAIR THOMPSON: |'mfine with that, just
referring it to the OAG And | think M. Harper,
you can take that as a win, at |least for now W're
not reaching any findings.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Yeah.

M5. PEMBROKE: If | mght just comment
about that. | nean, clearly, a ballot was illegally
cast. There's enough evi dence of that.

M5. STROUD: |I'm not disagreeing.

M5. PEMBROKE: The signature is not
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Junior's signature, right? W know that.

CHAI R THOVPSON:  Yeah.

M5. PEMBROKE: So, there's clearly sone
kind of illegal activity going on.

CHAI R THOWPSON: Ri ght .

M5. HARPER Right. And we're not
di sagreei ng that sonething clearly happened. But
what we're disagreeing with is that you' re saying
that senior M. Gary Lockhart is the perpetrator
of said crimnal activity.

And perhaps if the ballot had been nuailed
to his house, | could see how a m stake could be
made. But that ballot wasn't even mailed to his hone.

CHAIR THOMPSON: | think we're all on the
same page. And so, |I'Il nake a notion that we refer
this to the OAG for further investigation.

M5. STROUD: Yes.

MS. HARPER  How soon would M. Lockhart
hear back fromthe OAG? Do you know if there's sone
general --

M5. STROUD: That we can't speak to.

MS. HARPER. Ckay.
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CHAI R THOMPSON: They have a | ot of

di scretion.

IS SiXx years.

resources that they can enploy or not enploy.
MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ri ght.
CHAI R THOMPSON: Maybe never.
VEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ri ght.
M5. STROUD: But we will provide the

I nformati on as soon as possible, to the Ofice of

can speak to.

M5. HARPER  Ckay.

CHAIR THOMPSON: And Karyn, is there a
second on ny notion?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Yeah. Yeah, yeah,
okay. | agree we should refer it too, but not
poi nti ng at anybody. But just saying for further
I nvestigation. Because clearly, sonething was

done and they need to investigate it.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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call vote with respect to the notion. M. Chair?
CHAI R THOWPSON:  Aye.
M5. STROUD: Madam G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

voted to refer the matter to the Ofice of the
Attorney Ceneral for further investigation as to
whet her or not -- we know there was a viol ation,
but further investigation into who actually
commtted the violation.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Yes.

M5. STROUD: And with that, this matter
Is closed.

M5. HARPER  Thank you.

M5. PEMBROKE: All right, so the | ast

matter is another case of soneone voting tw ce.

cast in the nane of Britnee Scott, in the DC 2024

i n Maryl and.

Based on ny review of the signatures on

the DC ballot, the Maryland ballot, and the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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signatures on file, | reached out to Ms. Scott and
set a prehearing conference for pursuing an
I nvestigation agai nst her for doubl e-voting.

Ms. Scott appeared at the prehearing
conference, maintained that she had not lived in
DC for a nunber of years, and that the ballot that
was cast in DC was cast by soneone else. She could
not provide any information on who that individual
woul d be. And so, wth that, | notified her that
the matter would go before the Board today.

| have pulled together the exhibits in this
matter, which include the DC 2024 general el ection
signed ballot return envel ope, a DC August 2024
voter registration update, which, again, was done
just a few nonths before the general election in
DC, when Ms. Scott insisted she was living in
Mar yl and.

And | think, in ny opinion, there's
simlarities between the signatures on the ball ot
that was DC ballot return envel ope, and that voter
regi stration application.

The voter ticket for Maryland, so when you
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vote in person in Maryland, you sign a ticket. And
that has Ms. Scott's signature on it. But Ms. Scott
has never denied that she voted in Maryland. She's
I nsi sted that she voted Maryl and, and only Maryl and.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Exhibit 3 is admtted to
be her signature.

M5. PEMBROKE: Yes. So this was Exhibit
3. And then we have additional signature sanples
for Ms. Scott in her DC voter file from 2015.

And there's two for 2015, one for 2013,
one for 2012, and one for 2007. And Ms. Scott also
provi ded her voter records from Maryland. And
again, we've not ever contested that she voted in
Mar yl and.

There is a nuance here in this particular
case though, in that the DC 2024, ballot return
envel ope, the date line is not clearly decipherable.

And it has been the O fice of General Counsel's

position -- and this is how we handl e the

I nvestigations with ERIC -- that in the case of a
doubl e-voti ng, whichever jurisdiction is the |ast

jurisdiction in which the ballot is cast is the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

77

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

78

jurisdiction where the offense of doubl e-voting
occurred. And so that jurisdiction has authority
over the matter.

Because, Ms. Scott voted in person on
El ection Day in Maryl and, she woul d have had to have
voted sonetine later on Election Day in DC, for the
Board to have jurisdiction over the matter.

So, since Ms. Scott has denied casting the
mai |l ballot, it's inpossible for us to determ ne
exactly which jurisdiction would even have
authority over the matter.

And so, this was another case in which the
recommendat i on di scussed was referral to
prosecutorial authorities for further
I nvestigation, to try and figure out if this ball ot
-- the DC ballot -- was actually cast by M. Scott,
and if so, whether it was cast before or after the
Maryl and ballot, to determ ne which prosecutori al
authority would have jurisdiction over the case.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Can you tell what tine
the Maryl and ball ot was cast?

M5. PEMBROKE: | believe it says on the
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ticket at the top --

i ssue in other cases --

it.

because | know we have this

It's kind of hard to read, but

like it's fifteen-sonething. So, three o' clock in

the afternoon, right after the date of 11/05/24.

| believe that's a tinme entry.

CHAI R THOMPSON: And why does Exhibit 1

say Novenber 8th, 12:32 p.m?

MS. PEMBROKE: |'m sorry?

CHAI R THOMPSON:  What
V5. PEMBROKE:

return envel ope for the mail

in DC on 11/ 05/ 2024.

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Oh.

Novenber 8th at 12:32 p.m

V5. PENMBRCKE: Yes.

CHAI R THOMWPSON: CGot you.

M5. PEMBROKE: What's really

determ native is when this person signed it, if it

was Britnee Scott.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Right. Okay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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M5. PEMBROKE: In ny opinion, there's lots
of simlarities between the signature here, the way
she does the double T's and crosses themat the end
of the nanme, and how she does that in all of the
ot her signature sanples that we have. | nean, it's
kind of distinctive, as well as howthe S is forned.

But because we can't even tell who has
jurisdiction over it, it's kind of hard to --

CHAIR THOMWPSON: It does | ook very nuch

i ke the sane signature. |t appears to be a case
of doubl e-voting. |Is she here, by the way? O her
counsel ?

M5. PEMBROKE: She was infornmed nultiple
times about this neeting, and she's enail ed back
and forth with nme follow ng the prehearing
conf er ence.

As noted, she provided the additional
Maryl and ballot records. | don't know if she's here
t hough. She was duly notified nultiple tines.

M5. STROUD: And if she is present and is
one of those nunbers, she can press star-9 to raise

her hand fromthe call.
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CHAIR THOMPSON: Wl l, look, if you can't
tell the sequence, | don't think that creates --

M5. STROUD: Ckay, we do have a hand
rai sed.

CHAIR THOMWPSON: -- a free pass. M.
Scot t.

M5. STROUD: Ms. Scott, are you the 240
nunber that's rai sed your hand?

CHAI R THOMPSON:  You got to unnute.

M5. PEMBROKE: | do believe that's her
nunber. Does appear on voter records.

M5, STROUD.  240.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. STROUD: So that's your personal phone
that's nmuted, if you are Ms. Scott, if you could
put sonething in the QRA.

M5. SCOTT: Hell o.

M5. STROUD: Ckay.

PARTI Cl PANT: Hel |l o.

M5. SCOIT: Hell o.

M5. STROUD: Ms. Scott, is that you?

M5. SCOIT: Yes, |'ve been on the phone.
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M5. STROUD: Ckay.

M5. SCOIT: So, at the nonent, | did hear
what you all were speaking about in regards to the
mail-in ballot, and | did vote in person.

Unfortunately, at this tinme, | don't have
-- | would like to know if | would reschedul e,
because | don't have | egal representation.

M5. STROUD: Well, when did you receive
notice of this hearing? And | know that the
attorney, M. Penbroke, has spoken to that? But
did you try to --

M5. SCOIT: Let's see. Yeah, so | reached
out to nultiple resources to get |egal advice and
assi st ance.

| did not receive any update as of today,
but | did want to present nyself to show that | am
aware of the situation and the hearing.

So, her and | did go back and forth via
emai | about the matter, and | did speak with her
in regards to what are the steps as far as, | guess,
where we should go with this.

CHAIR THOMPSON:  All right. Yeah, M.
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Scott, |

representation. You don't have to comrent here
today in any regard. You certainly have a right

to counsel, if that's your intent is to obtain

counsel

| think

to reach a stipul ati on.

matter until our next regular Board neeting in

January,

you are

| egal representation, and | was unable to get them

to be present today.

I ndi cat ed, he understands you to be asking to have
the matter continued until the Board' s next neeting,

which is in January.

(202) 234-4433

83

appreci ate you' ve requested | egal

to address this matter further wth us.

that woul d be hel pful. W my even be able

So, ny advice would be to continue this

and see where we are then.
MS5. STROUD:. And Ms. Scott, 1s that what
asking for?

MS. SCOIT: Yes. So, | would |ike to have

M5. STROUD:. Ckay. So as the Chair has

M5. SCOIT: Ckay.
M5. STROUD: |'msorry, what did you say?

M5. SCOIT: No, | said okay.
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M5. STROUD: kay. And so, we w il
continue the matter until that tine. And
hopefully, in that tine you will be able to obtain
| egal representation.

And as you had, | think, tinme beforehand
to receive that before this hearing, you have until
next January to receive it. But | think that the
Board would go forward at that tinme, even in the
absence of your not having representation. But
they can speak to that.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Yeah, Ms. Scott, that's
going to be Wednesday, January 7th, at 10:30 a m

M5. SCOIT: January 7th at 10:30. Ckay.

M5. PEMBROKE: And | will send her,
obvi ously, the information on how to access the
meet i ng.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Yeah. You'll hear from
Ms. Penbroke, or please feel free to reach out to
her directly, or through your counsel, once you find
one, and you're certainly free to further discuss
this matter -- or your counsel is -- before that

neeting as wel | .
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M5. SCOIT: Ckay.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. And so, based on, your
request, M. Chair, do you --

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah, | guess it's a
notion to continue this nmatter to the January 7th
neeting. |Is there a second?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Second.

M5. STROUD: Okay. And with that, we'll,
take a roll call vote. M. Chair?

CHAI R THOVWPSON:  Aye.

M5. STROUD: Madam G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD.  Aye.

M5. STROUD: And with that, the matter of
Britnee Scott is continued to the January 7th Board
neeting at 10:30, to give Ms. Scott an opportunity
to obtain counsel. And with that, this matter is
conpl et e.

And the final itemon ny agenda is
litigation status. W have five matters to
di scuss. The first is --

CHAI R THOMPSON: Stacia Hall.

M5. STROUD: -- Stacia Hall.
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(Audio interference.)

M5. STROUD: Ckay. This is an appeal.
This is in the U S. Court of appeals for the DC
Crcuit.

This is an appeal fromthe U S. D strict
Court's denial of a challenge to |egislation
al lowi ng non-citizens to vote in local elections
on the basis of standing. There has been no action
inthis matter since the | ast Board neeti ng.

The second matter is Charles WIson versus
Muriel Bowser. That's in the D.C. Superior Court.

This is a remand fromthe D.C. Court of
Appeal s of a challenge to both the Board' s finding
that initiative neasure nunber 83 net proper subject
requirenents and its formulati on of the neasure.

On Novenber 4th, plaintiff sought a stay
of the action on the dispositive notions, until the
court made a decision as to discovery.

On Novenber 17th, the court denied
plaintiff's request for a discovery period and
granted the stay nunc pro tunc.

Pursuant to court rules, the plaintiff's
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response to the pending dispositive notions is due
Decenber 1st. A status hearing has been set for
March 13t h.

CHAIR THOWPSON: Can | ask a quick
question?

M5. STROUD:  Sure.

CHAIR THOWSON: In that case, is M.
W son appearing in his personal capacity, or in
his capacity as a party representative? | just
forgot.

M5. STROUD: | would have to confirmthat.
| do know that he is the head of the D.C. Denocratic
Party, but I'll confirmwhether he's appearing in
hi s personal capacity, or as head of the Denocratic
Party for DC.

CHAI R THOWPSON:  Just curi ous.

M5. STROUD: Jason Long versus the Board.
This is a case that was brought back fromthe U S
District Court to the DC Superior Court. It is a
case that Plaintiff Long resubmtted in DC Superi or
Court after it was previously dism ssed wthout

prej udi ce.
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There's been no action at this case since
It was ordered that the case be remanded back to
the Superior Court on February 3rd.

And the next matter is Sobin versus the
Board. That's in U S. District Court. This matter
concerns a conplaint inthe U S D strict Court for
DC in which the plaintiff alleges that the Board's
petition circul ati on process requiring candi dates
to gather signatures violates the Anericans with
Disabilities Act, and an Advi sory Nei ghborhood
Comm ssion election to be held in his single nenber
district is illegal.

There has been no action yet by the court
on the OAG s notion to dism ss, which was filed on
behal f of the Board.

The final matter is Lee versus the Board.

That's in DC Superior Court. On Novenber 3rd, a
chal |l enge was filed against the Board's
formul ations with respect to referendum nunber

ni ne, the referendumon the M ni num Wage Ti nel i ne

Amendnent Act of 2025.

On Novenber 14th, the Board filed a notice
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to the court that the matter, by |law, nust be
expedited, as well as the agency record.

On Novenber 18th, the Board filed a notion
for summary disposition and dism ssal for failure
to state a claim and a notion to strike extra-record
materi al .

On Novenber 19th, the Board filed an
unopposed notion for an expedited briefing
schedul e.

On the 21st, the court granted the notion
for an expedited briefing schedule. The plaintiff
filed his opposition to the Board' s dispositive
noti on on Novenber 25th, and the Board replied on
Novenber 26t h.

Argunent before the court on the
di spositive notion occurred on yesterday, Decenber
2nd, and a decision is to be made today with respect
tothat. So we are still waiting to hear fromthe
court, but should hear today.

And that concl udes ny report.

CHAIR THOWPSON: All right. That was

al nost Sol ononic at nonments there. W struck a good
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bal ance on those matters. And | appreciate how hard
our General Counsel's office worked on those.
They're not easy cases. W obviously take
t hem seriously, and we appreciate everybody's
attention
So with that, we'll turn to canpaign
finance report.
MR SANFORD: (Good afternoon, M.
Chai rman and di stingui shed Board Menber G eenfield.
Wl liam Sanford, appearing on behalf of
Cecily Collier-Mntgonery.
During the nonth of Novenber 2025, the
O fice of Canpaign Finance participated in several
community events, which included the foll ow ng.
On Novenber 5, 2025, the Ofice of Canpaign
Fi nance nmade virtual training available to nenbers
of the public. On Novenber 12, 2025, the Ofice
of Canpai gn Fi nance presented to the Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Comm ssion Singl e- Menber District
2B-08, and on Novenber 12, 2025, the Ofice of
Canpai gn Finance conducted virtual training

sessions on its traditional and fair el ection
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canpai gn prograns for participants in the 2026
el ection cycle.

In the Fair Elections division, during the
el ection cycle of 2026, which has already comenced,
as of this date there are six certified
participating candidates in the Fair Elections
program and the Ofice of Canpaign Fi nance has
aut hori zed the disbursenents of the total sum of
$1,037,885.25 fromthe Fair Elections Fund, in base
amount and mat chi ng paynents.

During the nonth of Novenber 2025, the Fair
El ections Division of the Ofice of Canpaign Finance
conducted twenty-one desk reviews, and issued five
requests for additional information |edgers.

In the Public Information and Records
Managenent Division during the nonth of Novenber,

t here were seven new candi dates who registered with
the Ofice of Canpaign Finance for the 2026
el ection.

Nyasha Harley regi stered as a candi date

for Council in Ward 6 on Novenber 7, 2025. M guel

Trindade Deranp registered as a candi date for
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Counci | menber from Ward 1 on Novenber 17, 2025.

Charles Allen registered as a candi date
for Ward 6 Council on Novenber 12, 2025.

A oria Nauden regi stered on Novenber 14,
2025 and Jorge Rice regi stered on Novenber 24, 2025,
all for candidate for Council nenber from Ward 6.

Darryl G een (phonetic) registered on
Novenber 3rd as a candidate for Council-at-1arge,
and Leni qua' dom ni que Jenkins registered as a
candi date for Council-at-large on Novenber 3, 2025.

In the Reports Analysis and Audit Division
during the nonth of Novenber, eleven desk reviews
were conpl eted, and one prelimnary draft audit was
| ssued regarding Trayon Wite, 2025 speci al
el ection canpaign comittee.

In the General Counsel's Division during
t he nonth of Novenber 2025, the Ofice of the General
Counsel received one referral, conpleted seven
i nformal hearings, and issued seven orders in which
no fines were inposed.

During the nonth of Novenber, there were

no open investigations. There were no requests for
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I nterpretive opinions, and no show cause
proceedi ngs were conduct ed.

The Director's Report and the General
Counsel's Report will be posted at the Ofice of
Canpai gn Fi nance website by cl ose of business today,
under the Reports and Data section. Today's date
I s Decenber 3, 2025.

And that concl udes our report.

CHAI R THOMPSON:  Thank you so nuch.
Appreci ate that.

MR, SANFORD: Thank you.

CHAI R THOWPSON: COkay. Well, | think to
concl ude the neeting, we've got sone tine at the
end for public comment. So, if you've got a conment
to make, raise your Zoom hand. "1l note for the
record, we did receive some witten coments in
advance from M. Dorothy Brizill, and they pertain
to our extensive readiness for ranked choice voting.
| would refer Ms. Brizill to the director's

t esti nony.

As | noted, that was given on Novenber 24th

before the Commttee on Executive Adm nistration,
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that goes into sone detail about our readiness for
ranked choice voting and things that are happening,
things that will be happening, consultations with
ot her jurisdictions, what those jurisdictions are,
a tineline of dates, a plan to utilize hands-on
denonstrati ons, and nock ballots, and ot her ways
to, reach out and educate our voters.

So is there anything you' d like to add to
t hat ?

M5. EVANS: Yes. And also, we are
preparing additional information to provide to the
Counci|l before the record cl oses on Decenber 8th.

So, we're just finalizing those draft docunents,
and we'l |l present those.

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Ckay. | appreciate
that. So there's nore to cone in the record there.

So, you can check the website of the Commttee on
Executive Adm nistration and Labor.

| foll ow devel opnents in that conmttee
and before the Council as a whole, and | appreciate
everybody's attention to the inplenentation of

ranked choice voting. |It's the task before us.
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W have a job to do, we know it, we understand the
details, we have the experts, we have the vendors,
and we have the commtnent to see it through.

So that's what we're doing. And we need
everybody's help and support. W need the support
of everybody on our DC Council. Utinmately, we're
going to need help fromthe candi dates thensel ves
to educate voters at every at every community
center.

We'll be out there at ANC neetings, et
cetera, talking to people, and with help froma | ot
of different sources, | think the voters are going
to understand what this is all about when the tine
cones, as many voters already do understand what
ranked choice voting is.

But we know we have to reach out, we know
we have to show people what it is, denonstrate what
it is, and so when the nonent cones on the primry
el ection and people go into the voting centers,
they'll understand what they're doing, perhaps with
sone assi stance on site, sanme day, as needed. And

we're all going to get this done together.
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So, the road' s ahead of us and we do what
we do here at the BCE. W keep calmand carry on,
we roll up our sleeves, and we get the job done.

And not seeing any ot her hands, any ot her
comrents from anybody?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | have none.

CHAIR THOMPSON: AlIl right. So wth that,
| wll, nove that we adjourn.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Al in favor?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 12:22 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

Shr est a Bel ede

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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