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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(10: 03 a.m)

CHAI R THOMPSON: Good norni ng, everybody.
Wel come to the July 2nd regul ar Board neeti ng.

My nane is Gary Thonpson, the Chair; and with ne
is Karyn Geenfield, ny fell ow Board nenber.
Toget her, we have a quorum

And we've | ooked at the agenda. And, at
this time, I'd nove to adopt that agenda.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Second.

CHAIR THOMWPSON: Al in favor? Aye.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD.  Aye.

CHAI R THOMPSON: We've al so | ooked at our
meeting mnutes fromlast nonth. And, at this tine,
|'d nove that we adopt them

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: Second.

CHAIR THOMPSON: All in favor?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Aye. W have a pretty
i ght agenda today. Like a sumer day, it's |ight
and breezy. So I think, with that, we'll hear from

our Executive Director, Mnica Evans.
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M5. EVANS:. Good norning and thank you.
As far as Executive Director engagenents in the

nont h of June, on Friday, June 8th -- | nean, June
6th, the D.C. Council's Comm ttee on Executive
Adm ni stration and Labor had the Budget Oversi ght
Hearing on the Board of Elections. W testified
regardi ng the FY 2026 budget enhancenent requests
and filling ANC vacancies. Many of the w tnesses
who signed up to testify urge the Council to fund
83.

On June 16 and 17, we nmet with the Institute
for Responsive Governnent, and we acconpani ed them
to several D.C. public library locations to conduct
user testing of sone of the materials that wll
support inplenentation of the Automatic Voter
Regi strati on Expansion Act. And this act wll be
effective on Cctober 1.

Voter registration rolls. In June, we
regi stered 2,040 new voters and processed 3, 654
registration changes. 1In total, we prepared 5, 694
voter registration cards to be nmail ed.

Additionally, 1,445 registered voters noved out of

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

D.C.; 116 voters canceled their D.C. registrations
and registered with other jurisdictions; and 770
voters registered in D.C. after canceling the

regi strations in other jurisdictions.

Voter registration online. W are
continuing to register voters using our website
portal. To date, we have processed over 98, 351
applications using the portal. These include new
voter registrations and updates to existing
registrations. Total non-citizen registration is
981. In June, we registered two new non-citizen
voters. Since the election, we have seen a
noti ceabl e decline in the nunber of non-citizens
registering to vote. Additionally, sone
non-citizens have been renoved fromthe registry

due to our list maintenance efforts. W are

continuing our outreach in D.C. conmunities to share

I nformati on.

As previously nentioned, on June 16, we
began beta testing sone of the docunents and
processes that will be used to conply with the AVR

Expansi on Act. W are nmaki ng changes based on the
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findings. W are also working wth our vendor to
i npl emrent the requirenents of the AVR Expansi on Act.

We are al so nonitoring pending |egislation
and information on the federal |evel. Legislation
to repeal the Local Resident Voting R ghts Anendnent
Act has passed the House. The legislation is now
Wi th the Senate.

As part of our voter registration |ist
mai nt enance efforts, we are required to conduct a
bi ennial nmail canvas to verify the residenti al
addresses of voters who were eligible but did not
participate in the 2024 general presidential
el ection. This process included sending
first-class, non-forwardable canvas mailers to the
address on record. This initiative hel ps naintain
the integrity of the voter roll by identifying
out dated or inaccurate address information.

To initiate the process, 153,404
first-class, non-forwardable canvas mailers were
sent to voters' registered addresses on February
28. And on May 25, a second forwardabl e canvas

mai |l er was sent to 21 registered voters. To date,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

a total of 36,569 of those mailers have been returned
by the Postal Service and 2,769 individuals have
confirmed their address online.

Additionally, we are actively conducting
voter |list maintenance to ensure the accuracy and
integrity of the voter registration database. This
ongoi ng process involves identifying and updating
records for voters who have noved out of the
District, changed addresses within the D strict,
have duplicate registrations, or are deceased. The
Board utilizes data fromthe U S. Postal Service
Nati onal Change of Address, or NCOA system DW;
and other reliable sources to flag and verify
changes in voter status.

Vot er Education and Qutreach. During the
nont h of June, the Voter Education and Qutreach
Division participated in 26 outreach events on
behal f of the agency. Many of these events were
in Ward 8. The events included the Beat the Streets
Late Night Hype Event, the Salvation Arny's Annual
Conmmunity Fair, and the Ward 8 Clergy and Faith

Leaders Meeti ng.
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El ection Worker Division. |In preparation
for the Ward 8 Special Election, the El ection Wrker
Division held its final training class on June 23rd.

We successfully trained 215 el ection workers for
the Ward 8 Special Election.

On Election Day, we wll have a small group
of reserve election workers report for duty. These
I ndi vi dual s have been trai ned but not assigned for
El ection Day. Additionally, the operations team
has prepared all supply bins and equi pnent for early
voting and El ection Day.

ANC Vacancies. W currently have 16
active ANC vacancies for the 2025-2026 term These
positions are in different stages of being filled.

After candidate filing requirenents are net, an
open vote of registered voters of the affected SMD
will be held during regularly schedul ed ANC
meeti ngs.

Ward 8 Special Election. The Ward 8
Special Election is officially underway. There are
four candi dates on the Ward 8 Special Election

ballot. Ballots were nmailed on June 10th and mai
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bal | ot drop boxes opened on June 13. W have
al ready received 1,531 ballots via the U S. Postal
Service and 367 ballots via mail ballot drop boxes.

Early voting will begin on Friday, July
11 and will end on Mdnday, July 14. Four | ocations
will be open from8.30 am to 7 p.m There wll
be 12 El ection Day Vote Centers open on Tuesday,
July 15. Election Day Vote Centers wll be open
from7 a.m to 8 ppm As a rem nder, in-person
voters nay vote at any vote center regardl ess of
their residential address. Voters nay al so deposit
their mail ballots at vote centers without waiting
inline. WMl ballot drop boxes will close at 8
p.m on Election Day, and ballots mailed via the
U.S. Postal Service nmust be postnmarked by July 15
and received at BOE by July 25.

And | do have one clarification for the
record. There have been allegations that the Board
of Elections did not investigate and inproperly
di sm ssed clains that BOE had m sappropri at ed
chall enges to M. Trayon Wite's petition sheets.

BOE did launch a full investigation into the matter.
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10

In response to the allegations, no
evi dence was found that any of the sheets were
mslaid or msappropriated. BOE and the D.C.

Counci | repeatedly asked for evidence of the m ssing
sheets. Again, no evidence was provided. The only
BOE staff m sstep appears to be that the intake staff
person neglected to count the chall enge sheets
submtted page by page and to enter on the chall enge
recei pt formthe actual nunber of sheets submtted.

This m sstep has been properly addressed
t hrough our personnel proceedings. And that
concl udes ny report. Thank you.

CHAI R THOWPSON: Ckay. Thank you very
much. And before we turn to General Counsel Terr
Stroud, join me in wi shing her a happy birthday
t oday.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Happy bi rt hday.

M5. STROUD: Thank you. And | wll say
for the record that Monday was the Executive
Director's birthday.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  On wow.

M5. STROUD: And today is the Chair's
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11
bi rt hday.

CHAI R THOMWPSON:  Awesone.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: It's all around.

CHAIR THOMPSON: It's birthday season.

VEMBER GREENFI ELD: Yeah.

CHAI R THOMPSON: And a fun fact, if you
didn't knowit, July 2nd was the actual day that
the Continental Congress voted to declare our nation
I ndependent. And July 4th was a nere signing
cer enony.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ch, wow.

CHAIR THOMPSON: So that's an inportant
day. It's also the date that the state of New
Hanpshire ratified the Constitution, the ninth
state to do so, the day that the Congress received
that news and fornmally declared the existence of
the United States of America. So July 4th gets all
the fireworks, but July 2nd is the real day.

M5. EVANS: For many reasons, right.

M5. STROUD: So good norning, everyone.

| have one itemon ny agenda, and that's the

litigation status report. The first matter is
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Stacia Hall versus the Board. This is an appeal
fromthe U S District Court's denial of a chall enge
to legislation allow ng noncitizens to vote in | ocal
el ections on the basis of standing. On
June 20th, the D.C. Grcuit Court of Appeals
reversed and remanded this case back to the D strict
Court, finding that the appellants had sufficiently
made a claimof standing to proceed. And so that
Is the status of that case. And we wll, of course,
keep everyone up to date as to the status of that
matt er.

The second matter is Charles WI son versus
the Mayor and the Board. That's in the D.C
Superior Court. This is a remand fromthe D.C
Court of Appeals of a challenge to both the Board's
finding that Initiative Measure Nunber 83 net proper
subject requirenents in its formulation of the
measure. The Court of Appeals disagreed with the
Superior Court's decision that the case was untinely
filed because it was submtted before the 10-day
period for judicial review

On April 8th, the Board filed a notion to
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dismiss in the D.C. Superior Court. On June 5th,
the plaintiffs filed their opposition to the Board's
notion. Both the Initiative 83 proposers and G ow
Denocracy D. C. sought and were granted authority
to intervene and have filed their own notion to
dismss. On June 30th, the Board filed a reply to
the plaintiff's opposition, as well as a notion to
strike inproper clains and materials fromt hat
opposi tion.

The third matter is Long versus the D.C
Board of Elections. That is in the D.C. Superior
Court. This was a case that was brought back from
the U S. District Court to the D.C. Superior Court.

It is a case that Plaintiff Long resubmtted in

the Superior Court after it was previously dism ssed
wi t hout prejudice. M. Long seeks $10,000 in
danmages for an overdraft fee caused by a stop paynent
on a check issued for his service as an election
worker. To date, no activity has been docketed in
this matter.

The fourth matter is Sobin versus the

Board. This matter -- and that's in U S. Dstrict
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Court. It concerns a conplaint in the US. District
Court in which the plaintiff alleges that the
Board's petition circulation process requiring
candi dates to gather signatures violates the
Anericans with Disabilities Act. And an Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Comm ssion election to be held in his
single-nmenber district is illegal; that's another
cl ai m

On June 11th, the OCAGfiled a notion to
di sm ss on behalf of the Board. On June 16th, the
court directed the plaintiff to respond by June
30th. On June 23rd, the plaintiff filed an
opposition to the notion to dismss. And on June
30th, defendants replied to the opposition.

The final matter is Muhammad versus the
D.C. Board of Elections. That's in the D.C. Court
of Appeals. It involves a petition filed by
Petitioner Muhammad for review of a Board
enforcenent order inposing a civil fine of $150
agai nst her because she failed to personally w tness
signatures on her nomnating petition. There has

been no activity in this case since the Board' s | ast
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meeti ng.

And | would also like to clarify sone
m sunder st andi ngs that appear to be held by sone
menbers of the public. The first is that there were
several challenges to the nomnating petition filed
by Trayon White in the 2022 primary el ection.

There was one, and that challenge, the
nanmed chal | enger was an individual named Luis
Martinez Mal donado. Although it was w dely
referred to in the press as being filed by either
Robert Wiite or the Robert Wite canpaign, he was
not the nanmed challenger in this matter. But it
appears to have been filed by his canpaign, but he
did not file a separate challenge to, in addition
to the one that was filed by Luis Martinez Ml donado.

Agai n, there was the one.

The second is that we have treated certain
candi dates differently in terns of how their nanmes
appear on the ballot. A concern is that we all ow
sonme nmenbers to place variations of their nane that
are not nodifications of their given name on a

ball ot, and that has not been the case. W enforce
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a rul e regardi ng nanes on ballots, not nanmes on
nom nating petitions. So while there m ght be sone
| eniency with respect to how candi dates identify
their nanes on the ballot, we only all ow candi dates
to use nodified fornms of their given nanme on the
ballot if that use would not confuse or mslead the
publ i c.

And so if we nmake a decision, if the Board
makes a decision that a person's given nanme i s not
what they want to appear on the ballot, they can
bring their case to the Board and indicate that they
have been w dely regarded in the public as using
the nicknane that they want to use. But we -- and
so, in those instances, the Board m ght all ow
I ndividuals to use noni kers other than their given,
their actual nanme or their nodified version of their
given nanme. But if we allow soneone to use
sonething on their petition, it does not necessarily
follow that that will be allowed on the ball ot
because the rule that we're enforcing does not apply
to petitions that are being circul ated, but only

to the ballot that voters actually cast votes on
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in the election. So just wanted to clarify those
two things for the record.

CHAIR THOMWPSON: Ckay. Also a fun fact
about July 2nd, it's the birthday of Thurgood
Marshall. We're proud to share that one. Also

Jimy Hoffa. W're not sure where he is, but Jimy

Hof f a.

Al right, those fun facts aside, let's
see. It's time for the Ofice of Canpai gn Fi nance
updat e.

PARTI Cl PANT: Good norning, M. Chairman
and di stingui shed Board Menber G eenfield. [|'m

appeari ng on behalf of Director of Cecily
Collier-Mntgonery. The Ofice of Canpaign

Fi nance appeared before the D.C. Council Oversight
Comm ttee on Executive Adm nistration and Labor on
the 6th of June 2025. Anobng the topics discussed
were funding for the Fair Elections Program during
the July 15th, 2025 special election in Ward 8;
funding for the Fair Elections Programduring the
2026 el ection cycle; and possible |legislative

changes or recommendati ons regardi ng reducing the
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five-to-one matching funds that are provided to
candi dates in the Fair Elections Program when the
governnent faces budgetary shortfalls.

During the nonth of June 2025, the Ofice
of Canpai gn Fi nance participated in several
conmmuni ty outreach events across the District. On
June 11, 2025, the office joined District agencies
and organi zations in participating in the Community
Resources Fair held at the Paul Laurence Dunbar
Apartnments. On June 12th, 2025, the Ofice joined
ot her district agencies and organi zations
participating in the Harvard Towers resources
wor kshop held in the Munt Pl easant nei ghborhood.

On June 16, the office joined the district agencies
participating in the Anacostia Fair held al ong
Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue in southeast
Washington, D.C. And on June 18, the office, in
partnership with D.C. Public Libraries, held an
i nformati on session at the Lanond-Riggs/Lillian J.
Huf f Nei ghbor hood Li brary.

In the Fair Elections Division, during the

2025 special election cycle in Ward 8, as of today's
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date, there are three certified participating
candidates in the Fair Elections Program And the
O fice of Canpaign Finance has authorized

di sbursenents in the total sumof $335,375.95. The
followi ng certified candi dates have received

di sbursenents during the nonth of June: Mke for
Ward 8 Principal Canpaign Commttee was authorized
for disbursenent of $4,900 in matching funds on June
26, 2025. Mke for Ward 8 Principal Canpaign
Committee was authorized for disbursenent of

$20, 000, which is the second half of the base anount,
on June 3rd, 2025. Sheila Bond for Ward 8 Princi pal
Canmpai gn Comm ttee was authorized for disbursenent
on June 26, 2025, in the anmount of $7,600 in matching
paynments. Sheila Bond for Ward 8 Princi pal

Canpai gn Comm ttee was authorized for disbursenent
on June 3rd, 2025, in the anpbunt of $20, 000, which
is the second half of the base anount. Friends of
Sal i m Adof o Princi pal Canpaign Conmttee was

aut hori zed for disbursenent in the anmount of $8, 323
i n mat chi ng paynents on June 4th, 2025. And,

finally, Friends of Salim Adofo Principal Canpaign
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Comm ttee was authorized for disbursenent in the
amount of $20, 000, the second half of matching of
t he base amobunt, on June 3, 2025.

The Fair Elections D vision conducted 49
desk reviews and issued 13 requests for additional
information letters during the nonth of June 2024.

Fair El ections Program D vision issued the
followng audit reports and findings during the
nmont h of June 2025. Toni Criner for Ward 7,
State Board of Education, Principal Canpaign
Commttee, was issued on June 10th, 2025,
post-election final audit. LaJoy for Ward 8, State
Board of Education, Principal Canpaign Comnmttee,
was i ssued on June 19, 2025 a prelimnary statenent
of findings.

Nate Flem ng for Ward 7 was issued on June
24, 2025, a prelimnary statenent of findings.

Paul Johnson for Ward 4 Principal Canpaign Conmttee
was issued a prelimnary statenent of findings on
June 24th, 2025. Rodney "Red" Gant for Cty
Counci |l Principal Canpaign Commttee was issued a

prelimnary statenent of findings on June 24th.
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Commttee to re-elect Janeese Lew s (George was
i ssued a final post-election audit on June 26, 2025.
And Ebony Payne for Ward 7 Principal Canpaign
Commttee was issued a post-election final audit
report on June 26, 2025.

In the Public Informati on and Records
Managenent Division, during the nonth of June, there
were nine required filers who were required to file
June 10th reports in the traditional program Six
tinely files filed and three were referred to the
Ofice of the General Counsel. There were four
required filers who were required to file the June
10th reports in the Fair Elections Commttee, two
timely filed, one was granted an extension, and one
matter was referred to the Ofice of the General
Counsel .

Regar di ng Advi sory Nei ghbor hood
Comm ssion candi dates, a total of 413 Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Conm ssion candi dates were required
to file summary financial statenents, 377 tinely
files and 36 failed to file and were referred to

the O fice of the General Counsel.
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Regar di ng new candi dates in June, one
candi date, Regan Jones, registered as a candi date
for mayor on June 10, 2025. One candi date, Ryan
Futter, registered as a candidate for Ward 1 Council
on June 23rd, 2025. During the nonth of June 2025,
there were no recall or initiative commttees
registered in the Ofice of Canpaign Finance. 1In
addition, during the nonth of June 2025, Ryan
Futter, candidate for mayor of Washington, D.C. ,
conpl eted the mandatory entrance conference.

In the Reports Analysis and Audit
Di vi sions, 32 desk reviews were conducted during
the nonth of June, which included the foll ow ng:
one desk review for a political action commttee,
26 desk reviews for principal canpaign commttees,
and 5 desk reviews for initiative, referendum and
recall commttees. The Reports Analysis and Audit
Di vision al so conducted two consultations wth the
follow ng candi dates: Oye for D.C and Eboni - Rose,
State Board of Education. The Reports Anal ysis and
Audit Division also issued a prelimnary draft audit

report regarding Mchelle Colson, the State Board
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of Education, on June 11, 2025.

In the General Counsel's Division, during
t he nonth of June 2025, the O fice of General Counsel
received 39 referrals and issued six orders, which
i ncluded the followng: two orders in which no fines
were inposed or issued, and four orders of
satisfaction of outstanding fines were issued in
t he amount of $395. During the nonth of June, the
foll owi ng respondents satisfied outstanding fines:
Nate Flemng for Ward 7 satisfied a fine of $50,
Nate Flem ng for Ward 7 satisfied a fine of $132.50,
the Commttee to Elect Nate Flem ng satisfied a fine
of $50, and Carly Sessions for State Board of
Education satisfied a fine of $162.50. During the
nont h of June 2025, the O fice of Canpai gn Finance
collected a total of $395 in fines.

During the nonth of June 2025, there were
no open investigations pending before the Ofice
of Canpai gn Finance. There were no requests for
I nterpretive opinions, and no show cause
proceedi ngs were conducted. Contents of the

reports that | have just read will be published in
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their entirety at the Ofice of Canpai gn Fi nance
website under the Reports and Data section by close
of business on today's date, the 2nd of July 2025.
And that should conclude ny report.

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Ckay. Thank you very
much.

PARTI CI PANT: Thank you.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Two ot her fun facts.

The birthday of conedian Larry David and, perhaps
nost inportantly in American history, it's also the
day that President Lyndon Johnson signed the G vil
Ri ghts Act of 1964. So there you have it, this day
in history.

Ckay. Anything else before we turnto
public comment fromthe BOE or the OCF?

M5. STROUD: | have not hi ng.

CHAIR THOMWPSON: Al right. Any nore fun
facts? Hearing nothing, there is a request in the
QA froma Robert Vincent Branhamto speak, so we'l|l
call on Robert first. And hello, M. Branham
Wl cone. And pl ease give us your comrent of

approximately three m nutes | ength.
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MR. BRANHAM  Thank you. G eetings and
salutations, Board nenbers. M nane is Robert
Vi ncent Branham One of ny earliest comunity
service participation activities as a young nman was
to assist in the counting of election ballots. W
mentor then was Dr. Robert Martin, who was a nenber
of the D.C. Board of Elections.

Today, as a senior, doing ny best to remain
civically involved, I amdi smayed and di sappoi nted
by today's Board, which seens unwilling to engage
the public and to receive valid criticism The
manner by which the Board holds its public neetings
illustrates how the Board is determ ned to di stance
itself fromthe public. | urge Board nenbers and
certain senior staff nmenbers to hunble thensel ves
as public servants to the people.

Finally, | request a correction to be nade
in the mnutes, as reported, regarding |-83. |
testified at the council's budget hearing on the
D.C. Board of Elections, and | strongly urged the
council not to fund 1-83. It is disingenuous to

assert there is wde public testinony and support
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to fund I-83.

| thank you.

M5. EVANS: Thank you, sir. | appreciate
your comments, and I'll respond. At no tinme did

| say there was w de support for funding I-83. All
| stated was many individuals did testify in
support. | never used the word w de support for
that funding in any way. And that was based on
nmerely nunbers of individuals for and agai nst, and
many were for. And so ny conment does stand.

MR. BRANHAM There was no reference to

the fact that there was public statenents opposed

to |-83.

M5. EVANS: May | finish ny sentence,
pl ease?

MR. BRANHAM  You did not say that.

M5. EVANS: May | finish ny sentence,
pl ease? Thank you. | didn't interrupt you; |

woul d appreci ate the sanme courtesy.
MR. BRANHAM | gave you the sane
courtesy. | thought you had ended your comment.

M5. EVANS: Thank you. Additionally, |
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wi Il say that as far as hunbling ourselves to accept
criticism we have always accepted criticism W
have nmade adj ustnents and nodifications as a result
of that criticism Qur processes are open to the
public. W have issued press rel eases for every
step of our process. Menbers of the public may cone
and observe our |ogic and accuracy testing. They
may cone and observe counting of ballots. As far
as the mail ballots that are being processed,
I ndi viduals can apply to be poll watchers, poll
observers. There is a process for that. There is
a process for reviewing our audit. Al of that is
articul ated through press rel eases that we put out
and post on our website. W absolutely wel cone the
public to be part of it. W have accepted and nade
changes based on public coment, and we will always
continue to do so. W do in no way discount public
engagenent in our work. Thank you.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay. Anybody el se out
there on the Zoon? Wuld you like to raise your
hand and nake a conmment? |'m not seeing anybody.

Also, it's a pretty |ow nunber of attendees. It
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| ooks like nostly BOE staff. Ckay.

Wel |, goodness, | hope everybody gets a
ni ce relaxing break for our holiday com ng up and
a ni ce weekend ahead. And soon enough, we'll be
conducting our special election in Ward 8, and then
we'll see you back here on August, the first
Wednesday i n August, whatever that is.

M5. STROUD: Actually, our election is
schedul ed to Friday, August 8th.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Friday, August 8th it is.

kay. Oh, that's the day we're going to certify
the election results as well for the special
el ecti on.

Ckay. Well, once again, happy holidays,
everybody, and thanks so nuch for being here. And
| got no nore fun facts. You're on your own.

Wth that, | nove we adjourn.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

CHAIR THOMPSON:  All in favor.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD.  Aye.

CHAI R THOMWPSON:  Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter was
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concl uded.)
CERTI FI CATE
This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwi se interested in the outcone

of the action.

Heae S G S (

Court Reporter
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