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·1· · · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(10:03 a.m.)

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Good morning, everybody.

·4· · Welcome to the July 2nd regular Board meeting.

·5· · My name is Gary Thompson, the Chair; and with me

·6· ·is Karyn Greenfield, my fellow Board member.

·7· ·Together, we have a quorum.

·8· · · · · · ·And we've looked at the agenda.· And, at

·9· ·this time, I'd move to adopt that agenda.

10· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Second.

11· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor?· Aye.

12· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· We've also looked at our

14· ·meeting minutes from last month.· And, at this time,

15· ·I'd move that we adopt them.

16· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Second.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor?

18· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Aye.· We have a pretty

20· ·light agenda today.· Like a summer day, it's light

21· ·and breezy.· So I think, with that, we'll hear from

22· ·our Executive Director, Monica Evans.
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·1· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Good morning and thank you.

·2· · As far as Executive Director engagements in the

·3· ·month of June, on Friday, June 8th -- I mean, June

·4· ·6th, the D.C. Council's Committee on Executive

·5· ·Administration and Labor had the Budget Oversight

·6· ·Hearing on the Board of Elections.· We testified

·7· ·regarding the FY 2026 budget enhancement requests

·8· ·and filling ANC vacancies.· Many of the witnesses

·9· ·who signed up to testify urge the Council to fund

10· ·83.

11· · · · · · ·On June 16 and 17, we met with the Institute

12· ·for Responsive Government, and we accompanied them

13· ·to several D.C. public library locations to conduct

14· ·user testing of some of the materials that will

15· ·support implementation of the Automatic Voter

16· ·Registration Expansion Act.· And this act will be

17· ·effective on October 1.

18· · · · · · ·Voter registration rolls.· In June, we

19· ·registered 2,040 new voters and processed 3,654

20· ·registration changes.· In total, we prepared 5,694

21· ·voter registration cards to be mailed.

22· ·Additionally, 1,445 registered voters moved out of
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·1· ·D.C.; 116 voters canceled their D.C. registrations

·2· ·and registered with other jurisdictions; and 770

·3· ·voters registered in D.C. after canceling the

·4· ·registrations in other jurisdictions.

·5· · · · · · ·Voter registration online.· We are

·6· ·continuing to register voters using our website

·7· ·portal.· To date, we have processed over 98,351

·8· ·applications using the portal.· These include new

·9· ·voter registrations and updates to existing

10· ·registrations.· Total non-citizen registration is

11· ·981.· In June, we registered two new non-citizen

12· ·voters.· Since the election, we have seen a

13· ·noticeable decline in the number of non-citizens

14· ·registering to vote.· Additionally, some

15· ·non-citizens have been removed from the registry

16· ·due to our list maintenance efforts.· We are

17· ·continuing our outreach in D.C. communities to share

18· ·information.

19· · · · · · ·As previously mentioned, on June 16, we

20· ·began beta testing some of the documents and

21· ·processes that will be used to comply with the AVR

22· ·Expansion Act.· We are making changes based on the
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·1· ·findings.· We are also working with our vendor to

·2· ·implement the requirements of the AVR Expansion Act.

·3· · · · · · ·We are also monitoring pending legislation

·4· ·and information on the federal level. Legislation

·5· ·to repeal the Local Resident Voting Rights Amendment

·6· ·Act has passed the House.· The legislation is now

·7· ·with the Senate.

·8· · · · · · ·As part of our voter registration list

·9· ·maintenance efforts, we are required to conduct a

10· ·biennial mail canvas to verify the residential

11· ·addresses of voters who were eligible but did not

12· ·participate in the 2024 general presidential

13· ·election.· This process included sending

14· ·first-class, non-forwardable canvas mailers to the

15· ·address on record.· This initiative helps maintain

16· ·the integrity of the voter roll by identifying

17· ·outdated or inaccurate address information.

18· · · · · · ·To initiate the process, 153,404

19· ·first-class, non-forwardable canvas mailers were

20· ·sent to voters' registered addresses on February

21· ·28.· And on May 25, a second forwardable canvas

22· ·mailer was sent to 21 registered voters.· To date,
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·1· ·a total of 36,569 of those mailers have been returned

·2· ·by the Postal Service and 2,769 individuals have

·3· ·confirmed their address online.

·4· · · · · · ·Additionally, we are actively conducting

·5· ·voter list maintenance to ensure the accuracy and

·6· ·integrity of the voter registration database.· This

·7· ·ongoing process involves identifying and updating

·8· ·records for voters who have moved out of the

·9· ·District, changed addresses within the District,

10· ·have duplicate registrations, or are deceased.· The

11· ·Board utilizes data from the U.S. Postal Service

12· ·National Change of Address, or NCOA system; DMV;

13· ·and other reliable sources to flag and verify

14· ·changes in voter status.

15· · · · · · ·Voter Education and Outreach.· During the

16· ·month of June, the Voter Education and Outreach

17· ·Division participated in 26 outreach events on

18· ·behalf of the agency.· Many of these events were

19· ·in Ward 8.· The events included the Beat the Streets

20· ·Late Night Hype Event, the Salvation Army's Annual

21· ·Community Fair, and the Ward 8 Clergy and Faith

22· ·Leaders Meeting.
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·1· · · · · · ·Election Worker Division. In preparation

·2· ·for the Ward 8 Special Election, the Election Worker

·3· ·Division held its final training class on June 23rd.

·4· · We successfully trained 215 election workers for

·5· ·the Ward 8 Special Election.

·6· · · · · · ·On Election Day, we will have a small group

·7· ·of reserve election workers report for duty.· These

·8· ·individuals have been trained but not assigned for

·9· ·Election Day.· Additionally, the operations team

10· ·has prepared all supply bins and equipment for early

11· ·voting and Election Day.

12· · · · · · ·ANC Vacancies.· We currently have 16

13· ·active ANC vacancies for the 2025-2026 term.· These

14· ·positions are in different stages of being filled.

15· · After candidate filing requirements are met, an

16· ·open vote of registered voters of the affected SMD

17· ·will be held during regularly scheduled ANC

18· ·meetings.

19· · · · · · ·Ward 8 Special Election.· The Ward 8

20· ·Special Election is officially underway.· There are

21· ·four candidates on the Ward 8 Special Election

22· ·ballot.· Ballots were mailed on June 10th and mail
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·1· ·ballot drop boxes opened on June 13.· We have

·2· ·already received 1,531 ballots via the U.S. Postal

·3· ·Service and 367 ballots via mail ballot drop boxes.

·4· · · · · · ·Early voting will begin on Friday, July

·5· ·11 and will end on Monday, July 14.· Four locations

·6· ·will be open from 8.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. There will

·7· ·be 12 Election Day Vote Centers open on Tuesday,

·8· ·July 15.· Election Day Vote Centers will be open

·9· ·from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.· As a reminder, in-person

10· ·voters may vote at any vote center regardless of

11· ·their residential address.· Voters may also deposit

12· ·their mail ballots at vote centers without waiting

13· ·in line.· Mail ballot drop boxes will close at 8

14· ·p.m. on Election Day, and ballots mailed via the

15· ·U.S. Postal Service must be postmarked by July 15

16· ·and received at BOE by July 25.

17· · · · · · ·And I do have one clarification for the

18· ·record.· There have been allegations that the Board

19· ·of Elections did not investigate and improperly

20· ·dismissed claims that BOE had misappropriated

21· ·challenges to Mr. Trayon White's petition sheets.

22· ·BOE did launch a full investigation into the matter.
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·1· · · · · · ·In response to the allegations, no

·2· ·evidence was found that any of the sheets were

·3· ·mislaid or misappropriated.· BOE and the D.C.

·4· ·Council repeatedly asked for evidence of the missing

·5· ·sheets.· Again, no evidence was provided.· The only

·6· ·BOE staff misstep appears to be that the intake staff

·7· ·person neglected to count the challenge sheets

·8· ·submitted page by page and to enter on the challenge

·9· ·receipt form the actual number of sheets submitted.

10· · · · · · ·This misstep has been properly addressed

11· ·through our personnel proceedings.· And that

12· ·concludes my report.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Thank you very

14· ·much.· And before we turn to General Counsel Terri

15· ·Stroud, join me in wishing her a happy birthday

16· ·today.

17· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Happy birthday.

18· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Thank you.· And I will say

19· ·for the record that Monday was the Executive

20· ·Director's birthday.

21· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Oh wow.

22· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· And today is the Chair's
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·1· ·birthday.

·2· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Awesome.

·3· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· It's all around.

·4· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· It's birthday season.

·5· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: Yeah.

·6· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: And a fun fact, if you

·7· ·didn't know it, July 2nd was the actual day that

·8· ·the Continental Congress voted to declare our nation

·9· ·independent.· And July 4th was a mere signing

10· ·ceremony.

11· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD: Oh, wow.

12· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON: So that's an important

13· ·day.· It's also the date that the state of New

14· ·Hampshire ratified the Constitution, the ninth

15· ·state to do so, the day that the Congress received

16· ·that news and formally declared the existence of

17· ·the United States of America.· So July 4th gets all

18· ·the fireworks, but July 2nd is the real day.

19· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS: For many reasons, right.

20· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· So good morning, everyone.

21· · I have one item on my agenda, and that's the

22· ·litigation status report.· The first matter is
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·1· ·Stacia Hall versus the Board.· This is an appeal

·2· ·from the U.S. District Court's denial of a challenge

·3· ·to legislation allowing noncitizens to vote in local

·4· ·elections on the basis of standing.· · · · · ·On

·5· ·June 20th, the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals

·6· ·reversed and remanded this case back to the District

·7· ·Court, finding that the appellants had sufficiently

·8· ·made a claim of standing to proceed.· And so that

·9· ·is the status of that case.· And we will, of course,

10· ·keep everyone up to date as to the status of that

11· ·matter.

12· · · · · · ·The second matter is Charles Wilson versus

13· ·the Mayor and the Board.· That's in the D.C.

14· ·Superior Court.· This is a remand from the D.C.

15· ·Court of Appeals of a challenge to both the Board's

16· ·finding that Initiative Measure Number 83 met proper

17· ·subject requirements in its formulation of the

18· ·measure.· The Court of Appeals disagreed with the

19· ·Superior Court's decision that the case was untimely

20· ·filed because it was submitted before the 10-day

21· ·period for judicial review.

22· · · · · · ·On April 8th, the Board filed a motion to
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·1· ·dismiss in the D.C. Superior Court.· On June 5th,

·2· ·the plaintiffs filed their opposition to the Board's

·3· ·motion.· Both the Initiative 83 proposers and Grow

·4· ·Democracy D.C. sought and were granted authority

·5· ·to intervene and have filed their own motion to

·6· ·dismiss.· On June 30th, the Board filed a reply to

·7· ·the plaintiff's opposition, as well as a motion to

·8· ·strike improper claims and materials from that

·9· ·opposition.

10· · · · · · ·The third matter is Long versus the D.C.

11· ·Board of Elections.· That is in the D.C. Superior

12· ·Court.· This was a case that was brought back from

13· ·the U.S. District Court to the D.C. Superior Court.

14· · It is a case that Plaintiff Long resubmitted in

15· ·the Superior Court after it was previously dismissed

16· ·without prejudice.· Mr. Long seeks $10,000 in

17· ·damages for an overdraft fee caused by a stop payment

18· ·on a check issued for his service as an election

19· ·worker.· To date, no activity has been docketed in

20· ·this matter.

21· · · · · · ·The fourth matter is Sobin versus the

22· ·Board.· This matter -- and that's in U.S. District
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·1· ·Court.· It concerns a complaint in the U.S. District

·2· ·Court in which the plaintiff alleges that the

·3· ·Board's petition circulation process requiring

·4· ·candidates to gather signatures violates the

·5· ·Americans with Disabilities Act.· And an Advisory

·6· ·Neighborhood Commission election to be held in his

·7· ·single-member district is illegal; that's another

·8· ·claim.

·9· · · · · · ·On June 11th, the OAG filed a motion to

10· ·dismiss on behalf of the Board.· On June 16th, the

11· ·court directed the plaintiff to respond by June

12· ·30th.· On June 23rd, the plaintiff filed an

13· ·opposition to the motion to dismiss.· And on June

14· ·30th, defendants replied to the opposition.

15· · · · · · ·The final matter is Muhammad versus the

16· ·D.C. Board of Elections.· That's in the D.C. Court

17· ·of Appeals.· It involves a petition filed by

18· ·Petitioner Muhammad for review of a Board

19· ·enforcement order imposing a civil fine of $150

20· ·against her because she failed to personally witness

21· ·signatures on her nominating petition. There has

22· ·been no activity in this case since the Board's last
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·1· ·meeting.

·2· · · · · · ·And I would also like to clarify some

·3· ·misunderstandings that appear to be held by some

·4· ·members of the public.· The first is that there were

·5· ·several challenges to the nominating petition filed

·6· ·by Trayon White in the 2022 primary election.

·7· · · · · · ·There was one, and that challenge, the

·8· ·named challenger was an individual named Luis

·9· ·Martinez Maldonado.· Although it was widely

10· ·referred to in the press as being filed by either

11· ·Robert White or the Robert White campaign, he was

12· ·not the named challenger in this matter.· But it

13· ·appears to have been filed by his campaign, but he

14· ·did not file a separate challenge to, in addition

15· ·to the one that was filed by Luis Martinez Maldonado.

16· · Again, there was the one.

17· · · · · · ·The second is that we have treated certain

18· ·candidates differently in terms of how their names

19· ·appear on the ballot.· A concern is that we allow

20· ·some members to place variations of their name that

21· ·are not modifications of their given name on a

22· ·ballot, and that has not been the case.· We enforce
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·1· ·a rule regarding names on ballots, not names on

·2· ·nominating petitions.· So while there might be some

·3· ·leniency with respect to how candidates identify

·4· ·their names on the ballot, we only allow candidates

·5· ·to use modified forms of their given name on the

·6· ·ballot if that use would not confuse or mislead the

·7· ·public.

·8· · · · · · ·And so if we make a decision, if the Board

·9· ·makes a decision that a person's given name is not

10· ·what they want to appear on the ballot, they can

11· ·bring their case to the Board and indicate that they

12· ·have been widely regarded in the public as using

13· ·the nickname that they want to use.· But we -- and

14· ·so, in those instances, the Board might allow

15· ·individuals to use monikers other than their given,

16· ·their actual name or their modified version of their

17· ·given name.· But if we allow someone to use

18· ·something on their petition, it does not necessarily

19· ·follow that that will be allowed on the ballot

20· ·because the rule that we're enforcing does not apply

21· ·to petitions that are being circulated, but only

22· ·to the ballot that voters actually cast votes on
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·1· ·in the election.· So just wanted to clarify those

·2· ·two things for the record.

·3· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Also a fun fact

·4· ·about July 2nd, it's the birthday of Thurgood

·5· ·Marshall.· We're proud to share that one.· Also

·6· ·Jimmy Hoffa.· We're not sure where he is, but Jimmy

·7· ·Hoffa.

·8· · · · · · ·All right, those fun facts aside, let's

·9· ·see.· It's time for the Office of Campaign Finance

10· ·update.

11· · · · · · ·PARTICIPANT:· Good morning, Mr. Chairman

12· ·and distinguished Board Member Greenfield.· I'm

13· ·appearing on behalf of Director of Cecily

14· ·Collier-Montgomery.· The Office of Campaign

15· ·Finance appeared before the D.C. Council Oversight

16· ·Committee on Executive Administration and Labor on

17· ·the 6th of June 2025.· Among the topics discussed

18· ·were funding for the Fair Elections Program during

19· ·the July 15th, 2025 special election in Ward 8;

20· ·funding for the Fair Elections Program during the

21· ·2026 election cycle;· and possible legislative

22· ·changes or recommendations regarding reducing the
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·1· ·five-to-one matching funds that are provided to

·2· ·candidates in the Fair Elections Program when the

·3· ·government faces budgetary shortfalls.

·4· · · · · · ·During the month of June 2025, the Office

·5· ·of Campaign Finance participated in several

·6· ·community outreach events across the District.· On

·7· ·June 11, 2025, the office joined District agencies

·8· ·and organizations in participating in the Community

·9· ·Resources Fair held at the Paul Laurence Dunbar

10· ·Apartments.· On June 12th, 2025, the Office joined

11· ·other district agencies and organizations

12· ·participating in the Harvard Towers resources

13· ·workshop held in the Mount Pleasant neighborhood.

14· · On June 16, the office joined the district agencies

15· ·participating in the Anacostia Fair held along

16· ·Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue in southeast

17· ·Washington, D.C.· And on June 18, the office, in

18· ·partnership with D.C. Public Libraries, held an

19· ·information session at the Lamond-Riggs/Lillian J.

20· ·Huff Neighborhood Library.

21· · · · · · ·In the Fair Elections Division, during the

22· ·2025 special election cycle in Ward 8, as of today's
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·1· ·date, there are three certified participating

·2· ·candidates in the Fair Elections Program.· And the

·3· ·Office of Campaign Finance has authorized

·4· ·disbursements in the total sum of $335,375.95.· The

·5· ·following certified candidates have received

·6· ·disbursements during the month of June: Mike for

·7· ·Ward 8 Principal Campaign Committee was authorized

·8· ·for disbursement of $4,900 in matching funds on June

·9· ·26, 2025.· Mike for Ward 8 Principal Campaign

10· ·Committee was authorized for disbursement of

11· ·$20,000, which is the second half of the base amount,

12· ·on June 3rd, 2025.· Sheila Bond for Ward 8 Principal

13· ·Campaign Committee was authorized for disbursement

14· ·on June 26, 2025, in the amount of $7,600 in matching

15· ·payments.· Sheila Bond for Ward 8 Principal

16· ·Campaign Committee was authorized for disbursement

17· ·on June 3rd, 2025, in the amount of $20,000, which

18· ·is the second half of the base amount.· Friends of

19· ·Salim Adofo Principal Campaign Committee was

20· ·authorized for disbursement in the amount of $8,323

21· ·in matching payments on June 4th, 2025.· And,

22· ·finally, Friends of Salim Adofo Principal Campaign
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·1· ·Committee was authorized for disbursement in the

·2· ·amount of $20,000, the second half of matching of

·3· ·the base amount, on June 3, 2025.

·4· · · · · · ·The Fair Elections Division conducted 49

·5· ·desk reviews and issued 13 requests for additional

·6· ·information letters during the month of June 2024.

·7· · Fair Elections Program Division issued the

·8· ·following audit reports and findings during the

·9· ·month of June 2025.· · Toni Criner for Ward 7,

10· ·State Board of Education, Principal Campaign

11· ·Committee, was issued on June 10th, 2025,

12· ·post-election final audit.· LaJoy for Ward 8, State

13· ·Board of Education, Principal Campaign Committee,

14· ·was issued on June 19, 2025 a preliminary statement

15· ·of findings.

16· · · · · · ·Nate Fleming for Ward 7 was issued on June

17· ·24, 2025, a preliminary statement of findings.

18· ·Paul Johnson for Ward 4 Principal Campaign Committee

19· ·was issued a preliminary statement of findings on

20· ·June 24th, 2025.· Rodney "Red" Grant for City

21· ·Council Principal Campaign Committee was issued a

22· ·preliminary statement of findings on June 24th.
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·1· ·Committee to re-elect Janeese Lewis George was

·2· ·issued a final post-election audit on June 26, 2025.

·3· · And Ebony Payne for Ward 7 Principal Campaign

·4· ·Committee was issued a post-election final audit

·5· ·report on June 26, 2025.

·6· · · · · · ·In the Public Information and Records

·7· ·Management Division, during the month of June, there

·8· ·were nine required filers who were required to file

·9· ·June 10th reports in the traditional program.· Six

10· ·timely files filed and three were referred to the

11· ·Office of the General Counsel. There were four

12· ·required filers who were required to file the June

13· ·10th reports in the Fair Elections Committee, two

14· ·timely filed, one was granted an extension, and one

15· ·matter was referred to the Office of the General

16· ·Counsel.

17· · · · · · ·Regarding Advisory Neighborhood

18· ·Commission candidates, a total of 413 Advisory

19· ·Neighborhood Commission candidates were required

20· ·to file summary financial statements, 377 timely

21· ·files and 36 failed to file and were referred to

22· ·the Office of the General Counsel.
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·1· · · · · · ·Regarding new candidates in June, one

·2· ·candidate, Regan Jones, registered as a candidate

·3· ·for mayor on June 10, 2025.· One candidate, Ryan

·4· ·Futter, registered as a candidate for Ward 1 Council

·5· ·on June 23rd, 2025.· During the month of June 2025,

·6· ·there were no recall or initiative committees

·7· ·registered in the Office of Campaign Finance.· In

·8· ·addition, during the month of June 2025, Ryan

·9· ·Futter, candidate for mayor of Washington, D.C.,

10· ·completed the mandatory entrance conference.

11· · · · · · ·In the Reports Analysis and Audit

12· ·Divisions, 32 desk reviews were conducted during

13· ·the month of June, which included the following:

14· ·one desk review for a political action committee,

15· ·26 desk reviews for principal campaign committees,

16· ·and 5 desk reviews for initiative, referendum, and

17· ·recall committees.· The Reports Analysis and Audit

18· ·Division also conducted two consultations with the

19· ·following candidates: Oye for D.C. and Eboni-Rose,

20· ·State Board of Education.· The Reports Analysis and

21· ·Audit Division also issued a preliminary draft audit

22· ·report regarding Michelle Colson, the State Board
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·1· ·of Education, on June 11, 2025.

·2· · · · · · ·In the General Counsel's Division, during

·3· ·the month of June 2025, the Office of General Counsel

·4· ·received 39 referrals and issued six orders, which

·5· ·included the following: two orders in which no fines

·6· ·were imposed or issued, and four orders of

·7· ·satisfaction of outstanding fines were issued in

·8· ·the amount of $395.· During the month of June, the

·9· ·following respondents satisfied outstanding fines:

10· ·Nate Fleming for Ward 7 satisfied a fine of $50,

11· ·Nate Fleming for Ward 7 satisfied a fine of $132.50,

12· ·the Committee to Elect Nate Fleming satisfied a fine

13· ·of $50, and Carly Sessions for State Board of

14· ·Education satisfied a fine of $162.50.· During the

15· ·month of June 2025, the Office of Campaign Finance

16· ·collected a total of $395 in fines.

17· · · · · · ·During the month of June 2025, there were

18· ·no open investigations pending before the Office

19· ·of Campaign Finance.· There were no requests for

20· ·interpretive opinions, and no show-cause

21· ·proceedings were conducted.· Contents of the

22· ·reports that I have just read will be published in
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·1· ·their entirety at the Office of Campaign Finance

·2· ·website under the Reports and Data section by close

·3· ·of business on today's date, the 2nd of July 2025.

·4· · And that should conclude my report.

·5· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Thank you very

·6· ·much.

·7· · · · · · ·PARTICIPANT:· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Two other fun facts.

·9· ·The birthday of comedian Larry David and, perhaps

10· ·most importantly in American history, it's also the

11· ·day that President Lyndon Johnson signed the Civil

12· ·Rights Act of 1964.· So there you have it, this day

13· ·in history.

14· · · · · · ·Okay.· Anything else before we turn to

15· ·public comment from the BOE or the OCF?

16· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· I have nothing.

17· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All right.· Any more fun

18· ·facts?· Hearing nothing, there is a request in the

19· ·Q&A from a Robert Vincent Branham to speak, so we'll

20· ·call on Robert first.· And hello, Mr. Branham.

21· ·Welcome.· And please give us your comment of

22· ·approximately three minutes length.
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·1· · · · · · ·MR. BRANHAM:· Thank you.· Greetings and

·2· ·salutations, Board members.· My name is Robert

·3· ·Vincent Branham.· One of my earliest community

·4· ·service participation activities as a young man was

·5· ·to assist in the counting of election ballots.· My

·6· ·mentor then was Dr. Robert Martin, who was a member

·7· ·of the D.C. Board of Elections.

·8· · · · · · ·Today, as a senior, doing my best to remain

·9· ·civically involved, I am dismayed and disappointed

10· ·by today's Board, which seems unwilling to engage

11· ·the public and to receive valid criticism.· The

12· ·manner by which the Board holds its public meetings

13· ·illustrates how the Board is determined to distance

14· ·itself from the public.· I urge Board members and

15· ·certain senior staff members to humble themselves

16· ·as public servants to the people.

17· · · · · · ·Finally, I request a correction to be made

18· ·in the minutes, as reported, regarding I-83. I

19· ·testified at the council's budget hearing on the

20· ·D.C. Board of Elections, and I strongly urged the

21· ·council not to fund I-83.· It is disingenuous to

22· ·assert there is wide public testimony and support
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·1· ·to fund I-83.

·2· · · · · · ·I thank you.

·3· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Thank you, sir.· I appreciate

·4· ·your comments, and I'll respond.· At no time did

·5· ·I say there was wide support for funding I-83.· All

·6· ·I stated was many individuals did testify in

·7· ·support.· I never used the word wide support for

·8· ·that funding in any way.· And that was based on

·9· ·merely numbers of individuals for and against, and

10· ·many were for.· And so my comment does stand.

11· · · · · · ·MR. BRANHAM:· There was no reference to

12· ·the fact that there was public statements opposed

13· ·to I-83.

14· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· May I finish my sentence,

15· ·please?

16· · · · · · ·MR. BRANHAM:· You did not say that.

17· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· May I finish my sentence,

18· ·please?· Thank you.· I didn't interrupt you; I

19· ·would appreciate the same courtesy.

20· · · · · · ·MR. BRANHAM:· I gave you the same

21· ·courtesy.· I thought you had ended your comment.

22· · · · · · ·MS. EVANS:· Thank you. Additionally, I
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·1· ·will say that as far as humbling ourselves to accept

·2· ·criticism, we have always accepted criticism.· We

·3· ·have made adjustments and modifications as a result

·4· ·of that criticism.· Our processes are open to the

·5· ·public.· We have issued press releases for every

·6· ·step of our process. Members of the public may come

·7· ·and observe our logic and accuracy testing.· They

·8· ·may come and observe counting of ballots.· As far

·9· ·as the mail ballots that are being processed,

10· ·individuals can apply to be poll watchers, poll

11· ·observers.· There is a process for that.· There is

12· ·a process for reviewing our audit.· All of that is

13· ·articulated through press releases that we put out

14· ·and post on our website.· We absolutely welcome the

15· ·public to be part of it.· We have accepted and made

16· ·changes based on public comment, and we will always

17· ·continue to do so.· We do in no way discount public

18· ·engagement in our work.· Thank you.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Okay.· Anybody else out

20· ·there on the Zoom?· Would you like to raise your

21· ·hand and make a comment?· I'm not seeing anybody.

22· · Also, it's a pretty low number of attendees.· It
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·1· ·looks like mostly BOE staff.· Okay.

·2· · · · · · ·Well, goodness, I hope everybody gets a

·3· ·nice relaxing break for our holiday coming up and

·4· ·a nice weekend ahead.· And soon enough, we'll be

·5· ·conducting our special election in Ward 8, and then

·6· ·we'll see you back here on August, the first

·7· ·Wednesday in August, whatever that is.

·8· · · · · · ·MS. STROUD:· Actually, our election is

·9· ·scheduled to Friday, August 8th.

10· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Friday, August 8th it is.

11· · Okay.· Oh, that's the day we're going to certify

12· ·the election results as well for the special

13· ·election.

14· · · · · · ·Okay.· Well, once again, happy holidays,

15· ·everybody, and thanks so much for being here.· And

16· ·I got no more fun facts.· You're on your own.

17· · · · · · ·With that, I move we adjourn.

18· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· I second.

19· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· All in favor.

20· · · · · · ·MEMBER GREENFIELD:· Aye.

21· · · · · · ·CHAIR THOMPSON:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter was
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·1· ·concluded.)

·2· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·3· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·4· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under

·5· ·my direction; further, that said transcript is a

·6· ·true and accurate record of the proceedings; and

·7· ·that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor

·8· ·employed by any of the parties to this action in

·9· ·which this matter was taken; and further that I am

10· ·not a relative nor an employee of any of the parties

11· ·nor counsel employed by the parties, and I am not

12· ·financially or otherwise interested in the outcome

13· ·of the action.
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