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Agency Comments

On September 30, 2021, we sent a draft copy of this report to the D.C. Board of Elections (DCBOE) for 
review and written comment. DCBOE responded with comments on October 28, 2021. Agency comments 
are included here in their entirety, followed by ODCA’s Response to Agency Comments.
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ODCA Response to Agency Comments

ODCA appreciates the comprehensive response to the draft report provided by the D.C. Board of Elections 
(DCBOE) and would like to thank the Board and staff once again for their collaboration and timely 
response to all inquiries and requests from ODCA staff and staff of Fors Marsh Group throughout the 
audit. 

We are pleased that DCBOE concurs with the recommendations and has indicated their commitment to 
address virtually all suggestions to improve the administration of elections in the nation’s capital. 

One advantage to ODCA reports in publishing verbatim written comments from agencies under audit 
is that the agency comments section provides an opportunity to tell a more complete story which can 
cover useful related information that may not have been a focus for the audit. We greatly appreciate the 
thorough description provided of the DCBOE outreach to incarcerated persons and to District residents 
who have returned following incarceration. We commend the board for the outreach and successful 
registration. 

Similarly, we appreciate the comprehensive description of the DCBOE’s communications efforts 
throughout the primary and general election including details about press outreach and frequency 
of advertisements. Both sections of DCBOE comments provide the interested reader with a more 
comprehensive picture of the work of the Board throughout a most unusual and challenging election 
cycle.

With regard to specific concerns with language in the draft report, we concur with the DCBOE view that in 
mentioning the litigation filed during the election cycle it was important to also note that the lawsuit was 
dismissed and we have added that to the report text. To the Board’s point about the source of criticism on 
services to persons with disabilities we have edited the text to note the complaint was made in a report 
issued by Disability Rights DC at University Legal Services. And we apologize for inadvertently sending 
the draft report to the Executive Office of the Mayor. It is a standard step to include the EOM for reports on 
mayoral agencies but a report on an independent agency such as the Board of Elections should have gone 
solely to the DCBOE.  

Finally, regarding the implementation date for same day voter registration (SDR) the Board indicated to 
our audit team that they allowed SDR during early voting beginning in 2010. Same day registration during 
early voting was formally authorized in D.C. Municipal Regulations in 2018 (See 3 DCMR § 504.6).

 



About ODCA

The mission of the Office of the District of Columbia Auditor (ODCA) is to support the Council of the 
District of  Columbia by making sound recommendations that improve the effectiveness, efficiency, and 
accountability of the District government.

To fulfill our mission, we conduct performance audits, non-audit reviews, and revenue certifications. The 
residents of the District of Columbia are one of our primary customers and we strive to keep the residents 
of the District of Columbia informed on how their government is operating and how their tax money is 
being spent.

Office of the District of Columbia Auditor
717 14th Street N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, DC  20005

Call us: 202-727-3600
Email us:  odca.mail@dc.gov
Tweet us: https://twitter.com/ODCA_DC
Visit us: www.dcauditor.org

Information presented here is the intellectual property of the Office of 
the District of Columbia Auditor and is copyright protected. We invite the 

sharing of this report, but ask that you credit ODCA with authorship when 
any information, findings, or recommendations are used. Thank you.
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