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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(10: 31 a.m)
CHAI R THOWPSON: Good norni ng, everybody.
My nane is Gary Thonpson, the Chair of the DC Board
of El ections.
And with us here today is Karyn Greenfield,
ny fellow board nenber. W have a quorum
At this tinme, | nove that we adopt the
agenda that we've both had a chance to review.
MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.
CHAIR THOWPSON: All in favor?
Aye.
CHAI R THOWPSON:  Aye.
CHAI R THOMPSON: And al so, at this tine,
| nmove we adopt the minutes fromour |ast regular
board neeting of January 14th.
MEMBER CGREENFI ELD: | second.
CHAIR THOWSON: All in favor?
VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye.
CHAI R THOVPSON: Aye.
CHAIR THOMPSON:  And with that kickoff,

we'll turnto -- | think first up is the del egation
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of authority?

M5. STROUD: Yes.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Yes.

CHAI R THOMPSON: You want to set that up,
General Counsel Stroud?

M5. STROUD: So today, the Board is
consi dering del egation of authority that would
establish the allocation of authority between the
Board and the Agency officers.

And so, this is an acknow edgnent of the
fact that the Board is a three-nenber governing body
t hat exercises policy setting, certification,
adj udi catory and rul emaki ng authority, but as, you
know, everyone knows, or should know, the Board
itself does not performoperational or ministerial
el ection functions.

The Board is charged with adm ni stering
el ections, voter registration, and other activities
as set forth in the election statute, but that occurs
t hrough the Board acting as -- the Board, as an
agency, acting through the Ofice of the Executive

Director, the O fice of the General Counsel, and
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the staff under the supervision in those two
of fices.
And so, the delegation of authority, and
this is not the first one that the Board has
aut hori zed pursuant to the statute, which
specifically is DC Oficial Code Section
1-1001.05(a)(14), which allows the Board to
del egate authority to the Ofice of the Executive
Director and the General Counsel to perform
activities necessary to conduct its nmjor prograns
of election adm nistration and voter registration.
Now, there are certain things that the
Board cannot del egate, pursuant to the statute, such
as certification of election results, adoption,
amendnment or appeal of regulations, the issuance
of final orders disposing of matters before the
Board, the adoption of ballot neasure formulations,
and the appointnent and renoval of the executive
director, but everything else is acconplished
t hrough the Agency's | eadership and the staff under
the direction of that | eadership. And so, this just

clarifies what the allocation of authority is.
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For exanple, just to give sone exanpl es
of activities that the three-nmenber board does not
do, the Board does not -- neither the Chair, nor
Menber Greenfield, publishes itens of the DC
Regi st er.

They do not process initiative neasures.

Meani ng, they do not draft the fornul ations.

They do not -- they certify the election
results, but all the activities that occur before
that, for the nost part, are acconplished through
staff. And so, this just nmakes that clear. And
so, this wll be published in the DC Regi ster and
beconme effective.

We are currently existing -- the nost
recent one that was done by the Board was done in
2011, July 6 of 2011, when Togo West was the Chair
of the Board.

And so, this is just the next del egation
and it wll take place -- or be published in the
DC Regi ster upon the Board's adoption of it.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Al right. 1've had a

chance to reviewthis and | want to thank General
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Counsel and others for putting this together. |
mean, to nme, it sinply confirns what our practices
al ready are.

Maybe this is a little bit of Inside
Basebal |, but obviously Karyn and | and the third
menber, when we have one, | nean, we are the Board
of the Board of Elections. So, we don't do what
the staff does. There's no way we coul d possibly
do all those things.

In fact, the DC El ection Code very
expressly tells our three-nmenber board to del egate
to the staff all the things that are |listed here.

So, as the CGeneral Counsel explained, this
has been in place for sone tinme and this is an update.

And the six things that are listed here
as nondel egabl e are clearly the things that we, the
t hr ee- nenber board, nust do, including adjudicate
contests and certify election results, appoint the
Executive Director and General Counsel.

And everything else is del egated very
carefully to either the Executive Director, or the

General Counsel, or the staff, wth a couple of other
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cl auses about energency authority and such.

So, we've had a chance to review this and
talk about it and it's been edited a little bit.

So, | think it's in really good shape and, at this
time, 1'd nove that we adopt it.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: And | second that. |
read through that and | agree it's probably tine
for an update. So, I'mgood with it. So, | second.

M5. STROUD: And so, we'll take a roll call
vote with respect to the notion.

M. Chair?

CHAI R THOVPSON: Aye.

M5. STROUD: Menber G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye.

M5. STROUD: And with that, the del egation
will be published in the DC Regi ster at which point
it will becone effective.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay. Wth that, it's
time for the Executive Director's report, and in
lieu of Monica Evans we have Alice Ml ler.

M5. MLLER Thank you. Good norning,

everyone. | wll give the report of the Executive
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Director on behalf of her, and I'mgoing to start
wi th our January engagenents.

On January 6th, we net with Council Menber
Ani ta Bonds and Council Menber Zachary Parker to
di scuss ranked choice voting in the District of
Col unbia. W discussed with them our outreach
pl ans and the status of the draft regul ations.

Counci| Menber Bonds proposed a town hall
to be held at the Wl son Building. Wiere the Board
woul d denonstrate ranked choice voting to nenbers
of the public.

Counci | Menber Parker offered the
assi stance of his office to support our education
and outreach efforts.

During the nonth of January, the Executive
Director attended several outreach events to give
present ati ons about ranked choi ce voti ng.

On January 8th, she gave a presentation
at the DC Dens General Body Meeting, and | woul d
like to nention that that neeting is on YouTube and
it should -- it is available for anyone who wants

to review it and | ook at that presentation. It
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gives a really in-depth view of how we w Il be
conducti ng ranked choi ce voti ng.

She al so participated in events at G eater
First Baptist Church, ANC 6/8F, w th Wadnesday
Community Task Advocate the |inks, the League of
Wnen Voters and the DW Social Action Coordinators
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority | ncorporated.

| ndi vi dual s of the Ranked Choi ce Voting
Resource Center visited the Agency on January 30th
and worked wth the staff to conduct a tabulation
exerci se on ranked choi ce voti ng.

They provi ded technical assistance and
shared best practices with staff nenbers from ot her
jurisdictions.

The Resource Center will be supporting our
efforts throughout this election cycle as we
I ntroduce ranked choice voting to the voters in the
District of Col unbia.

The voter registration rules. In
January, the Board of Elections registered 1,194
new voters and processed 2,596 registration

changes. In total, we prepared 3,790 voter
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registration cards to be nuail ed.

Additionally, 101 registered voters noved
out of DC, 218 voters cancelled their DC
regi strations and registered with ot her
jurisdictions, and 1763 voters registered in DC
after cancelling their registrations in other
jurisdictions.

Wth respect to online voter registration,
we are continuing to register voters using our
website portal.

To date, we have processed over 102, 820
applicants on this portal. These include new voter
regi stration and updates to existing registrations.

The noncitizen registration is up to 960.

We did not register any new noncitizens in January.

W will continue our outreach in DC
comrunities to share informati on about the ability
of noncitizens to register and vote in |ocal
el ecti ons.

But also on that note, we also are
continuing to nonitor |egislation to repeal the

Local Resident Voting R ghts Anendnent Act and
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wai ting for further action fromthe Senate on that
not e.

The el ection cycle planning. W're
continuing to inplenent the requirenents of the
Aut omati c Voter Registration Act -- AVR Act. The
nanes of eligible individuals who decline voter
registration at the Departnent of Mtor Vehicles
will be sent over to our offices.

These individuals will be placed into a
pendi ng voter registration status and we will send
themmail ers containing additional information.

We are now maintaining a list of pending
voters and we have begun sending mailers to them

We' ve processed over 9,900 pre-approved
regi strations from DW.

As a result, we have added over 3,000
i ndividuals to the pending voter registration |ist,
and we have al so been able to process 2100 address
changes. Fromthis, we've added 31 new voter
registrants to the rolls.

Ranked choice voting. During the 2026

el ection cycle, I think, as we all know, we are
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i npl enenti ng ranked choice voting for the first
tine.

W are in the process of devel oping
informational nmaterial and refining our voter
educati on and outreach pl an.

So, we've begun to provide educati onal
materials and information to all eligible voters
expl ai ni ng how ranked choi ce voting works,
conducti ng hands-on denonstration using voting
equi pnment, collaborating with community
organi zati ons and groups to access their nenbership
to expand educati on, engagenent and outreach
opportunities around ranked choi ce voti ng.

We're currently actively scheduling
virtual and in-person outreach events. W're
wor king on a video and additional print materials.

Al'l outreach events, including those
specific to ranked choice voting, can be found on
our website.

And we're al so devel oping a slide
presentation that can be shown during these outreach

events that can expl ain ranked choi ce voting.
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There are many online tools to assist with
expl ai ni ng ranked choi ce voting. The BCE website
has informati on dedicated to RCV, including nock
bal l ots and frequently asked questi ons.

We' re taking nock ballots and the voting
equi pnment into the equi pnent, also providing
informational materials to our comunity partners
and education wll not end.

Ahead of in-person voting, we will have
t hese educational materials available at the vote
centers during the election cycle.

Li st mai ntenance. |In preparation for the
2026 el ection cycle, BCE is conducting our |ist
mai Nt enance process to ensure our voter
regi stration database is accurate and conpl ete.

Since the | ast update, we have revi ewed
and updated records for individuals who have noved,
changed addresses, appear to have duplicate
regi strations or are deceased.

Voters are encouraged to pl ease check
their registration status and nmake any necessary

updates before the registration deadli nes.
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15
| nstructions on howto verify or update
voter information are avail able on our website.

| nactive voters. W've conpleted a
canvas fromthe previous elections. As a result
of our efforts, we will renove a total of 55,228
I nactive voters fromthe voter rolls.

Consistent with the federal |aw,
systematic renoval of voters who have not responded
to any of our canvassing efforts will not take place
wi thin 90 days of the election. Certain criteria
must be nmet before the voter is renoved.

Specifically, we assure voters have not
voted in any primary or general election in the
D strict of Colunbia since, or on, Novenber 2020
and have not responded to any notices mailed after
t he Novenber 2022 general election, and have not
updated their voter registration information with
the Board, or any other District of Colunbia voter
regi stration agency, since the Novenber 2020
general election, and have had notices sent to their
regi stration address as returned to the Board by

the postal service as undeliverable.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

16

ERI C voter participation. W're still
actively working with ERI C nenber states to review
cases and identify any potential instances of voters
casting multiple ballots in DC and ot her
jurisdictions, or on behalf of a deceased i ndividual
during the 2024 general el ection.

This reviewis part of our ongoing efforts
to safeguard election integrity and ensure that all
voters -- all votes cast are valid.

Vot er education and outreach. During the
nont h of January, the Voter Education and Qutreach
Division participated in nine outreach events on
behal f of the Agency.

Events included the naturalization
cerenony at the US District Court and the Sout hwest
Wat erfront AARP Communi ty Luncheon.

The Division is refining the outreach plan
and is actively scheduling events on ranked choice
vot i ng.

| f anyone is interested in having nenbers
of the staff conme out and di scuss ranked choice

voting, we would ask that you pl ease contact us by
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emai |l as soon as possible so that you can be added
to the event schedul e.

El ection Worker Division is working to
process applications that have been received
t hrough our website or fromthe outreach events.

As the Division prepares for the 2026
el ection cycle, they are engaged in the follow ng
activities: Updating the Vote Center Qperations
Manual for the 2026 primary el ection.

And | will say that copies of the nmanual
for our election workers is currently being printed
and wi Il be avail abl e soon.

They are revising the curricul uns and
Power Poi nt presentations that will be used during
el ection worker training classes and al so produci ng
videos to update the online training nodul es for
el ecti on workers.

ANC Vacancies. Currently have 14 active
ANC vacanci es for the 2025-2026 term These
positions are in different stages of being fill ed.

After candidate filing requirenments are

nmet, an open voter, registered voters of the
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affected SMD will be held during the regularly
schedul ed ANC neeti ngs.

And finally, to restore the vote, D vision
Is currently working with the Departnent of
Corrections to develop a regular schedule for
outreach with respect to the 2026 el ection cycle.

W have reached out to themand are
awaiting their response so that this can be put into
t he cycl e.

And that concludes the Director's Report.

Thank you.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Al'l right. Thank you very
much. Wth that, we'll turn to the Ceneral
Counsel 's report.

M5. STROUD: Thank you, M. Chair.

So, the first tinme on ny agenda is a proper
subj ect determ nation hearing with respect to the
DC Equal Hone Ownership Act.

And by way of background, and | feel |ike
we' ve been having an initiative -- sonething rel ated
to an initiative at every neeting, but - - t he

backgr ound.
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In the District, voters are permtted to
participate directly in the legislative process via
the right of initiative.

That termis defined in the District's Hone
Rule Act, or the Charter, as the process by which
el ectors may propose |aws, except for |aws
appropriating funds, and to present such proposed
laws directly to the registered qualified electors
of the District for their approval or disapproval.

Pursuant to DC Oficial Code Section
1-1001. 16, the Board, upon receipt of a proposed
measure, nust refuse to accept it if it determ nes
that the neasure conflicts with or seeks to anend
Title 4 of the DC Home Rule Act, which is the District
Charter, conflicts with the US Constitution, has
not been properly filed, was not acconpanied by a
timely filed copy of the verified Statenent of
Contributions that was submtted to the Ofice of
Canpai gn Fi nance, woul d aut horize discrimnation
in violation of the DC Human Ri ghts Act, woul d negate
or limt a budgetary act of the council or would

I nperm ssi bly appropriate funds under applicable
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DC Court of Appeals Rulings.

| f the neasure does not suffer from any
of these defects, it may proceed along the
initiative measure process.

Today, the Board is considering the DC
Equal Home Oamnership Act, which it nust assess to
det erm ne whet her proper subject requirenents are
nmet .

And we shall proceed as follows: W wll
hear from any opponents of the nmeasure who have
i ndi cated that they would wish -- that they w sh
to provide testinony. And we actually have
received no cooments either for or against the
measur e.

| will share what the Ofice of the
Attorney Ceneral and the General Counsel for the
DC Counci| have stated regardi ng the neasure and
t he advi sory opinions that they are statutorily

required to provide to the Board.

And then we'll hear fromthe proposer and

t hen nmake a recommendation to the Board as to whet her

or not it should be accepted or rejected.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

20

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

And the Board does not have to rul e today
on the nmeasure. It may vote to enter into closed
session to deliberate pursuant to DC O ficial Code
Section 2-575(b)(13), or they may render the
decision orally fromthe dais. In any event, a
witten order will issue thereafter.

So, the neasure was properly filed by
proposer Addi son Sarter on Decenber 22nd, 2025.
According to its summary statenent and | egislative
text, the neasure would, if enacted, authorize DC
gover nnent agencies to devel op residential housing
units on District-owned | and.

Those units could then be sold w thout any
requi red down paynent and could be offered based
on an affordability fornula.

The aut horization would be subject to
funding by the Council, and it also includes a policy
that favors publicly devel oped affordabl e hones on
District |and over the private devel opnent of rental
housi ng.

It sets parameters for eligible purchases

of the housing proposed and for priority
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consi deration for housing for certain persons.

It al so enpowers agencies to issue rules,
as necessary, to inplenment its authorizations.

So, both the Ofice of the Attorney Ceneral
and the General Counsel for the Council provided
opinions as to the neasure on January 15th, and both
have been provided to the Board and are incl uded
in the record.

Those opi nions reached different
concl usions as to whether the neasure should be
accepted by the Board.

Bot h opi nions focused on the right of
Initiative as granting power to voters to propose
| aws, which the advisory opinions explain neans that
a voter's proposal nust be legislative in character.

The General Counsel for the Counci
characterized the neasure as a policy statenent that
does not arise to |egislation.

In so doing, she relied on | anguage in
Section 3 of the nmeasure that provides that no
provi sion has independent |egal effect wthout

separate council action.
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The Ofice of the Attorney General,
however, found that the neasure's proposed program
of housi ng devel opnent in Section 4 was sufficiently
| egislative in character to allowit to be accepted
by the Board.

And, as | indicated, no other comments
regardi ng the neasure were received by the Board
and no one requested to present testinony today on
t he question of whether or not the neasure net proper
subj ect requirenents.

And so, | see that someone naned Addi son
Is on the line and | suspect that is M. Sarter.

And coul d you confirmthat and al so you
are -- if you are M. Sarter, you can present at
this tinme concerning the nmeasure.

MR. SARTER Yes, ma'am This is -- |I'm
Addi son Sarter and -- are you able to hear ne?

MS. STROUD: Yes.

MR. SARTER Ckay.

M5. STROUD: Your nane for the record?

MR SARTER Yes. Addison Sarter. |'m

t he proposer of this initiative and -- and so, you

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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woul d I'i ke ny testinony about the decisions nmade
or, | guess, the opinions nmade by both agencies?

MS. STROUD: Sure.

MR. SARTER Ckay. | would say, you know,
obvi ously, respectfully with the DC Attorney
General being the, you know, |egal authority in DC,
| believe that, you know, his interpretation of the
| aw, you know, | guess should be, you know, really
| eaned on since he is the legal authority of the
| aw i n DC.

And | guess | would just have two questions
for the Board. | don't knowif you all would Iike
me to ask that now or after you guys, um well, "1l
ask it now.

So, the question | have is that under DC
law, it says that a legislative act may adopt public
policy and set its execution in notion even if
I npl ementation is carried out |ater by the executive
and is subject to appropriations.

|s that correct?

M5. STROUD: So, you're restating what was

stated in the Ofice of the Attorney Ceneral
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opi ni on?

MR. SARTER Yes, the Ofice of the Attorney
General -- I'msorry, the General Counsel.

So, they said that it is not a |legislative
act. And so, the question that | ask -- or the two
questions | ask is, that, under DC law, a |legislative
act may adopt public policy and set its execution
in notion even if inplenmentation is carried out
| ater by the executive and is subject to
appropri ations.

And | just want to know if that was correct
under DC | aw.

M5. STROUD: | would say that that reading
Is correct. That the inplenentation -- yes, | would
agree wi th what you said.

MR SARTER  (Okay. Thank you. And so,
the other question | have is, does ny initiative
state that the policy it adopts is to be carried
out by district agencies and that inplenentation
IS subject to appropriations approved by the
Counci | ?

MS. STROUD: Your initiative does state

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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t hat .

MR. SARTER Ckay. Thank you. Those are
the only questions | have for now.

CHAIR THOWSON: Al right. GCkay.
Thank you so nmuch. W appreciate you bei ng here.

| s there anybody el se we need to hear fromeither

in favor or opposed to the initiative?

M5. STROUD: So, the OAG and the General
Counsel for the Council, | don't see that they --
does anyone fromthe General Counsel for the
Council's office or the Ofice of the Attorney
General present on the line to -- that wshes to
make a statenment with respect to the neasure?

|f so, raise your hand or indicate so in

t he QRA.

(Pause.)

CHAIR THOMPSON: All right. Yeah, so not
seei ng anybody, at this tine |'ll ask the CGeneral

Counsel if there's a recommendation for our board
to consi der.
MS. STROUD: Yes. | woul d reconmend t hat

the Board reject this matter on the grounds that
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it does not propose a | aw

As | indicated, electors may propose | aws.
And while it is true that an initiative may require
| ater council action to inplenent the |aw, voter
approval mnust itself enact binding |legal authority
or standards and | think that this neasure contains
| anguage t hroughout that provides that it does not
do so.

Throughout the text of the initiative
there are -- it repeatedly indicates that it would
not have i ndependent |egal effect.

For exanple, Section 3B states this is a
statenment of policy only. Section 3C provides that
no provision has independent |egal effect wthout
separate council action. Section 7B states that
It functions solely as a statenent of policy.

And ot her | anguage in the operative
provi sions of the neasure do not enact binding |aw
upon voter approval or upon the occurrence of stated
condi ti ons.

For exanple, Section 4 says that district

agenci es may devel op public honme ownership units
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only if the council separately appropriates funds,
and that's fine, the council -- this is subject to
appropriation, so -- or authorizes |and use.

Section 2A defines public hone ownership
units as units constructed and sold only if
separately authorized by the council.

Section 2B says that the affordability
formul a nust be established by regul ati on and
approved by the council. Section 6 says that agency
rul emaki ng may occur only after council
aut hori zati on.

So, taken together, the neasure conditions
t he existence of |legal authority on subsequent
di scretionary | egislative action by the council.

So, voter approval doesn't seem by the
terns of the neasure, to alter legal rights, duties,
or authority.

I nstead, it functions as an endor senent
of policy preferences and a request for future
| egi sl ati on.

| do not think the measure appropriates

funds based on the | anguage, but | do not think that

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

t he neasure sets into notion the effectuation of
policy as |aw.
| think that the council has to do a | ot
of -- take a lot of actions in order to create the
law that | think is the underlying notivation for
this nmeasure.
And so, because of that, | would say that
t he nmeasure does not propose a law and is not a proper
subject for initiative,
CHAI R THOWPSON: Yeah, | appreciate that.
There are contingencies within contingencies as
you read through this.
There's sonme general direction in terns
of a statenment in favor of public housing, but it
qui ckly | eaves open several areas of additional
| egi sl ation that the Council would have to address.
So, even if it were passed as a provisional
statenent, there's a lot of blanks to fill in here.
And it's, you know, never easy to make this
di stinction between when does a | aw becone a | aw,
i ke, when is something |legislative in character,

but it's probably nore in line with the initiative
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that we decline on the sane basis.

| think that General Counsel for the DC
Council cited one of our fornmer BOE adm nistrative
opinions on this issue, the university incubator
initiative. Looks like it's from 2018.

So, | had a chance to read that and the
several cases that are cited and I"'minclined to
agree wth our general counsel here.

You know, having said all that, |'mready
to nake a notion unless ny fell ow board nmenber would
like to deliberate for a little while.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Yeah, | think just --
and | think I"'minclined to agree with you, because
| think ny understanding and, Terri, what you're
saying is, you know, if the Council action were
probably nore narrow | i ke appropriation of funds
to things they have to do, that would be different,
but this seens to say you can't do anything w thout
council action. So, |I'mnot sure what we woul d be
enacti ng.

M5. STROUD: So, | guess a question for

M. Sarter would be, if the Council were to fund
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this, would there be nothing left for themto do
or would there still be other things for themto

do in terns of legislation in order to nmake this

happen?

(Pause.)

M5. STROUD: M. Sarter?

MR. SARTER |'munnuted now. Thank you
for you guys' reply -- response. So, | would say,
| guess, to answer your question -- so, to clarify
-- so, any reference of -- any council approval or
reference, that's solely through, | guess, the

nor mal budget and appropriations process for
I npl ement ati on.
M5. STROUD: O regular |egislative action.
MR. SARTER  Well, yes, that as well. So,
but just speaking sinmply fromthis -- the ball ot
nmeasure, so | guess it's sinply a matter of, | guess,
not a legality issue, but nore so interpretation
because, | guess, the -- including the Attorney
General, he interprets it the sanme way as that any
counci|l approval that is referenced through this

bal | ot nmeasure is sinply referring to the nornal
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budget and appropriati ons process. Meaning, that,
no matter what, in order for this programto cone

Into action, it needs funding, which cones fromDC
Counci | .

M5. STROUD: Well, there are actions
outside of sinply funding the neasure that, based
on the text of the neasure, would have to happen
out si de of an appropriation to support the program

MR. SARTER That's filed fromthe other
DC agencies, as nentioned in the text.

CHAIR THOMWPSON:  All right. Well, thank
you so nmuch for that. You know, | do want to state
on the record, of course, sone of the comments
adopted by the Attorney General's opinion, which
Is that, of course, voter initiatives are to be
liberally construed and, you know, we shoul d respect
the right of the voters to propose | egislation that
I's coextensive with the power of the DC Council to
make | egislation itself.

There's a ot of support for that in the
two main cases that were cited. So, but it's not

the case that every initiative that contains ideas,
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you know, is appropriate to take to the voters.

| think this one just sinply | acks enough
direction. |It's too contingent on too many things
that the Council, in turn, would have to | egislate
about to give any kind of clear direction.

| think the voters would be quite confused
by it, is kind of what |'mthinking about as what
-- how woul d you explain what you're asking them
to vote for

Maybe "Il just try to give an exanpl e,
| i ke, maybe sonething | ess conpl ex woul d be once
upon a tinme a statenent by the voters that they would
li ke marijuana to be legal in the District of
Colunmbia. | mean, that's pretty clear statenent
of policy.

The adm nistrative details of how that
cones about would be, you know, for the Council to
add.

That's probably a statenent of policy that
woul d cone on the -- that would pass the test for
voter initiative, but this one just seens to have

too many |ayers of unknowns wthin it to even give
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a clear idea of what it is -- what type of policy,
even, that the voters are asked to endorse.

But 1'mnot saying -- | nean, | think you
could -- this could be redone in a way that has nore
clear direction, nore specificity to it that would
be very fair for the voters to consider.

And if passed, sonething for the Council
to grapple wth, because underneath this all is
obvi ously a preference for public housing. | nean,
that's a very serious and inportant thing that we
all talk about all the tine.

So, I'mjust nmaking these comments ad hoc
that, you know, there's probably a way to draft a
policy statenent that puts that squarely in front
of the voters for an initiative and, in turn, to
the Council to consider how to go about doing that.

As it's drafted, anyway, especially
Section 4, I'"'minclined to agree wth our general
counsel and, unfortunately, would nmake a notion that
we conclude that this is not a proper subject for
voter initiative.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. And with that, we'l|l
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take -- do we have a notion?

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah, | -- that's a notion.

M5. STROUD:. Ckay. So, we'll take a roll
call vote with respect to the notion.

CHAI R THOWSON: Chair votes aye.

M5. STROUD. Ch, did you second the notion,
Karyn? | just want to --

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Second.

M5. STROUD:. Ckay. We'll take a roll call
vote with respect to the notion

M. Chair?

CHAI R THOMWPSON: Aye.

M5. STROUD: Madam G eenfiel d?

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. And with that, we have
aroll call vote to accept the recommendati on of
the Ofice of the General Counsel, which would be
to reject the neasure as not presenting a law. And
with that, the matter is closed and a witten order
wi Il issue shortly.

And the next itemon nmy agenda is an

enforcenment hearing. This is in the matter of Margo
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This enforcenent matter concerns the
voting and return of a mail ballot issued to another
regi stered voter in the District of Colunbia 2024
general election, and the matter will be presented
by Senior Staff Attorney Christine Penbroke.

M5. PEMBROKE: Good norning, nenbers of
the Board. As the General Counsel indicated, this
I's an enforcenent matter.

It came to our attention as a result of
a report produced by the Electronic Registration
I nformati on Center that showed a particul ar voter
voted twice in the 2024 general election, once in
Maryl and and once in the District of Col unbia.

As a result of that report of illegal
voting activity, we opened an investigation and went
and | ooked at the scan of the mail ballot return
envel ope in the District of Col unbia.

So, the District of Colunbia ballot was
cast by mail and we scan those ballot return
envel opes into our system

And the scan of that ballot return envel ope
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showed very clearly that the envel ope was signed
by anot her voter whose nane is Margo Falls.

| reached out to Ms. Falls to |let her know
that we had evi dence that she had wongfully cast
a ballot mailed and i ntended for another voter.,

So, she wongfully cast a ballot of another
I ndi vi dual .

And | had a pre-hearing conference wth
her and she didn't recall casting that ballot.

So, after the pre-hearing conference, |
sent her the image of the scan of that ballot return
envel ope and she qui ckly acknow edged that t hat
I ndeed was her signature.

And we had a subsequent pre-hearing
conference and she entered into a stipul ated
agreenent whereby she acknow edged that she
unintentionally cast a mail ballot that was issued
to anot her voter.

As you know, this sonetines happens when
a mail ballot goes to a resident's address. And,
in this case, the voter who popped up on the ERIC

report had the sane address as Ms. Falls.
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but the nane appearing on the ballot return envel ope
was for another voter and she just didn't recognize
that it was actually intended for another individual

and accidentally cast that ball ot.

entered into the stipul ated agreenent.

Counsel, subject to a few conditions, agreed to cap

her recomrendation of a fine and that's where we

ar e.

Board wants to hear from her.

unnute yourself, if you could state your nane and

address for the record? Thank you.

Fall s and
|, Street,

20002.

(202) 234-4433

As part of that stipulation, the General

38

So, the ballot was mail ed to her address,

So, she cooperated with the investigation,

M. Falls is here. | don't know if the

CHAI R THOMPSON: Oh, yeah. Yes, please.

M5. PEMBROKE: And, Ms. Falls, when you

M5. FALLS: Good norning. M nane is Margo
my address is 2114 |, that's the letter

N. E., Apartnent 301, Washi ngton, D.C

M5. PEMBROKE: Okay. Thank you.
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And, Ms. Falls, do you have anything that
you would like to say with respect to the (audio
i nterference) about the stipul ated agreenent?

M5. FALLS: Well, the only thing | could
-- have to say is that | -- when it was first
presented to ne, | didn't understand because |I have
never did anything like this before.

And |, you know, didn't have no know edge
of me doing it until it was sent to nme and | said,
oh, yeah, that is ny signature, but | don't know
how | did it.

And | don't -- |'massum ng that because
in a rush and not | ooking when | thought that | was
filling out ny form signing it in and it wasn't.

So, with that, | acknow edge that it was
nmy fault that this had happened, but it wasn't
intentionally at all because | never done nothing
l'ike this.

M5. PEMBROKE: Thank you, Ms. Falls.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah, thank you so nuch
for that. W appreciate your comment. Thank you

for agreeing to the stipulation.
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|"ve often anal ogi zed this sort of thing
to, like, atraffic ticket. It's -- in the era of
mai | ballots, you know, we've seen people
i nadvertently, m stakenly, not intentionally, but
fill out sonebody else's ballot.

And our course of action here has been to
I npose a nodest administrative fine, which | think
Is built into this stipulation, right?

M5. STROUD: It is.

CHAI R THOMPSON: $100, | think?

M5. STROUD: It is, umhm Yes.

( Si mul t aneous speaking.)

M5. STROUD: Yes. And ny recommendati on
woul d be that the Board accept the stipulated
agreenment which was signed by nyself and Ms. Falls,
and that the Board agree to inpose a civil fine of
$100 for erroneous voting and that we not refer her
to either the OAG or the US Attorney's office.

CHAI R THOWPSON: Ckay.

M5. STROUD: She has acknow edged that she
made a m st ake.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Erroneous voting, that's
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the phrase I was | ooking for.

M5. STROUD: Ckay.

CHAI R THOMPSON: The Chair so noves that
we accept the stipulation.

VMEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. W'Ill take a roll call
vote with respect to the notion.

M. Chair?

CHAI R THOMPSON: Aye.

M5. STROUD: Menber G eenfiel d?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye.

M5. STROUD: And with that, the agreenent
that was entered into by the Ofice of General
Counsel and Ms. Falls is accepted.

The Board has inposed a fine of $100
against Ms. Falls for erroneous voting, which is
to be paid in accordance with the terns of the
stipulated agreenent. And wth that, the matter
Is closed.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Ckay.

M5. FALLS: Thank you.

CHAI R THOWPSON: Thank you.
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M5. STROUD: Thank you, Ms. Falls.

The next itemon ny agenda is litigation
status. |'ll be reporting on activities since the
Board's | ast neeting on January 14th.

The first matter is Stacia Hall versus the
Board. This is in the U S Court of Appeals for
the DC Grcuit. This case challenges |egislation
permtting noncitizens to vote in local elections
and is before the DC Circuit on remand fol |l ow ng
a standi ng determ nati on.

Since the Board's | ast neeting, the
plaintiffs filed their opposition to the Board's
nmotion to dismss on January 20th. And the Board's
reply brief is due on February 17th.

The next matter is Charles WIson versus
Muriel Bowser, et al. And that's in DC Superi or
Court .

The plaintiffs here challenge the Board's
proper subject determ nation and fornul ation of
Initiative 83.

The Board and interveners tinely filed

reply briefs on the pending dispositive notions on

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

January 16t h.

The Board also filed a notion to expedite
and a notion to strike portions of plaintiff's
omi bus response.

| nterveners responded to the notion to
expedite on January 21st, the Board replied on
January 27th, and plaintiffs filed an opposition
to the Motion to Strike on January 30th. The Court
has schedul ed a further status hearing for March
13t h.

The next matter is Long versus the Board.

It's in D.C. Superior Court. This matter concerns

a claimfor damages related to an all eged overdraft
fee tied to election worker conpensation.

There has been no docketed activity in this
matter follow ng the federal court's February 2025
remand.

The next matter is Sobin versus the Board.
This is in the US District Court for DC. The
plaintiff alleges ADA violations related to the
petition circulation process and chal | enges the

| egality of an ANC el ecti on.
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There has been no court action since the
Board's | ast neeting and the notion to disn ss
remai ns pendi ng.

The final matter is the US Departnent of
Justice versus the Board. This action seeks
production of the Board's full voter file, including
personal identifying information.

The DQJ served the Ofice of the Attorney
Ceneral, which is handling the matter for the Board,
on January 30th. And the Board was served, in
person, on February 2nd.

A status conference and notions hearing
on notions to intervene are schedul ed for tonorrow,
February 5t h.

And that concludes the |litigation status
and ny report inits entirety.

CHAIR THOMPSON: All right. Thank you so
much.

And with that, we'll turn to the Ofice
of Canpai gn Finance. And we have with us today --
It's General Counsel M. WIIiam SanFord.

MR, SANFORD: Good norning, M. Chairmn
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and di stingui shed Board Menber G eenfield.

On January 21st, 2026, the Ofice of
Canpai gn Fi nance presented before Advisory
Nei ghbor hood Conm ssion Singl e-Menber District
1A04 and provided the ANC conmmi ssioners with
information regarding the traditional and fair
el ecti ons prograns.

During the nonth of January 2026, the
O fice of Canpaign Finance certified five
candidates in the fair elections programfor the
2026 el ecti on.

The five candi dates were the foll ow ng:

Brian for D.C., certified on January 5th,
2026;

M guel for Ward 1, certified on January
5th, 2026;

Janeese for D.C., Principal Canpaign
Commttee, certified on January 8th, 2026;

Rashida for Ward 1, Principal Canpaign
Commttee, certified on the 22nd of January 2026.

And Goria for Ward 6, certified on the

13t h of January, 2026.
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In the Public Informati on and Records
Managenent Division, there were seven required
filers regarding the constituent services program

Six filed tinely and one extension was grant ed.

In the senators, representatives
st at ehood funds requirenents for January, four
required filers filed tinely.

Addi ti onal candidate comnmttees for 2026,
the conpliance nunbers were the traditional
candi date commttees, political action commttees,

I ndependent expenditure commttees, fair election
commttees are still under review, the January 31st
required filing and those figures will be published
at a later date.

There were six new registrants or
candi dates for mayor in January 2026. They were
Muhshin Umar, registered on the 7th of January 2026;

Kenyan McDuffie registered on the 14th of
January 2026;

Adrian Byrd registered on the 16th of
January 2026;

Er nest Johnson regi stered on the 23rd of
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January 2026;

David Gatling registered on the 26th of
January 2026;

and Chri st opher Edward Rossi registered
on the 28th of January 2026.

Si x candi dates for the At-Large Council
position registered in January 2026. They were the
fol |l ow ng:

Dyana Forester registered on the 12th of
January 2026;

M chael Grahamregi stered on the 16th of
January 2026;

Kevi n Chavous registered on the 13th of
January 2026;

Gregory Jackson registered on the 27th of
January 2026;

and Dwi ght Davis registered on the 28th
of January 2026.

One candi date registered for council
chair. That was current chairperson Phil
Mendel son, who registered on the 28th of January

2026.
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Four candi dates registered for the Council
At - Large Special Election January in 2026. They
were the follow ng individuals:

Khalil Lee, January 5th, 2026;

Elissa Silverman, January 21st, 2026;

Juan McCul lum January 23rd, 2026;

and Edward Daniels on January 23rd, 2026.

One candidate registered for the Ward 1
council position in January and that candi date was
Jett Janes Jasper, registered on the 26th of January
2026.

In the report's Audits and Anal ysis
Division, three final audits were issued. On
January 19th, the Audit Division issued a final
conpliance audit to the T. Mchelle Col son, the
State Board of Education for Ward 4 Comm ttee.

On January 28th, the Audit D vision issued
a nonconpliance audit for the Commttee to el ect
Eboni - Rose Thonpson.

And an additional nonconpliance audit was
i ssued to the Commttee to el ect Eboni - Rose Thonpson

in the Fair Elections D vision on the 28th of
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January. Both nonconpliance audits have been
referred to the Ofice of the General Counsel.

In the Ofice of the General Counsel during
the nonth of January 2026, two referrals were
recei ved, three informal hearings were conpl eted,
and three orders were issued, which included fines
of $5,300 that were all inposed agai nst Jacque
Patt erson

Separate comm ttees, Patterson for Ward
8 received the fine of $850, Jacque for DC 2024
received a fine of $1,100, and Jacque for DC 2024
received an additional fine of $3,350.

During the nonth of January 2026, there
were no open investigations pending before the
O fice of Canpaign Finance, no requests for
I nterpretive opinions were received, and no show
cause proceedi ngs were conduct ed.

The entire Director's Report and the
Ofice of General Counsel's Report will be published
at the Ofice of Canpaign Finance website under the
Reports and Data section by close of business on

today's date, the 5th of February 2026. And that
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concl udes our report.

CHAIR THOWSON: All right. Thank you
very much. Wth that, we'll turn to public coment.

We al ways wel cone conment from our
District of Colunbia residents and | see Ni kol as
Schiller is here and has his hand rai sed.

| f you could state your nane and address,
and we'd like to hear fromyou for about three
m nut es.

MR, SCHI LLER: All right. Can you hear ne
okay?

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeabh.

MR, SCHI LLER: All right. N kol as
Schiller, 2448 Massachusetts Avenue, N W,

Washi ngton, D.C.  20008.

A couple things. | would like to
reiterate what | brought up |last nonth about the
publication of the rul emaking in advance of it going
to the Register so constituents and voters can ask
guestions for clarity before submtting comments.

|'"d like to -- | have a comment about the

validity of signatures change. The old text said
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the petition -- 1007 validity of signatures of
petitions does not include the address of the
signer. And then it's changed to, the petition does
not include the address of the signer or the address
entered by the signer is illegible.

So, there was a change basical ly adding,
or the address entered by the signer is illegible.

And ny question concerning that is if a
voter is able to be found in the voter roll, they
sign their name, you can read their nane, their
address you can't read, but their signature matches
and their nanme matches a uni que voter, if their
address is nowillegible, would that signature be
then thrown out?

So, that's ny question on the change
because the old version says it's conpletely bl ank.

Li ke, the petition does not include the
address of the signer. So, it's totally bl ank.

The new, revised regulation says that it
could be blank, but it could also be illegible and
how do we find illegibility in -- that's one

gquestion, but the other questionis, if that voter's
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nane and signature are found in the voter roll wh
their address, initself, is illegible, does that
signature still count? So, that's ny question.

Following up to that, separate matter,

the 13th of January -- I'msorry, the 16th of January

t he canpaign that |I'minvolved with, the Mre

Af f ordabl e DC Canpai gn Conm ttee, the proposer we
to the front office of the Board of Elections to
resubmt |egislative text.

As you know, last nonth the |egislative
text for the second iteration of that ball ot
initiative was found not to be proper subject
matter.

The canpaign had intended to resubmt a
third version while keeping the second version
active.

When the proposer cane to the Board of
El ections office, they were told by staff that in
order to resubmt new |l egislative text, they were
forced to withdraw that ballot initiative.

By withdrawi ng that ballot initiative,

canpaign forfeited the ability to take the Board
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of Elections to court to determne -- or to conpel
the Board to accept that as proper subject matter.

The canpaign intended to go forward with
t hat because there are about 50 different special
pur pose funds that are essentially, | guess,
dictated by Hessey that it cannot be touched through
the ballot initiative process.

And, you know, the canpaign w shed to
actually nove forward with that, but they were told
by the staff that in order to submt a new ball ot
initiative, they had to withdraw the old one. So,
my question is, were the staff incorrect in that
respect?

Two, the previous ballot initiative, the
foie gras ballot initiative, they were allowed to
submt two ballot initiatives at the sanme tine,.

In fact, the |l ast agenda for |ast nonth
I ncluded both their ballot initiatives on there.

So, would the Board of Elections nake a
m stake on that or is there -- | nean, ny read on
the regulations is that it's actually silent on

that. That a canpaign can submt multiple ballot
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initiatives if they so choose.

So, those are ny two things. |
appreci ate your tinme and your service to the people
of the District of Col unbia.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Thank you very nuch for

those two very specific questions. |t may take us
sone time to drill down on this, but |I -- the first
gquestion, | think you're referring to the

regul ations at 1407.1, subparagraph F.

M5, STROUD:. O E.

CHAI R THOMPSON: E?

M5. STROUD: You're tal king about --

MR. SCHI LLER That's correct.
Subpar agr aph E.

M5. STROUD: E?

MR, SCHI LLER: Correct.

M5. STROUD: Ckay. Yes.

CHAIR THOMPSON: Do you want to comment
on that?

M5. STROUD: Right. So, | think the answer
Is that a determ nation would have to be nade.

We'd have to see because this was a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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specific request fromthe registrar of voters who
Is going to actually conme in to speak to why this
change was requested, but | don't think that there
Is anything that is problematic with the regul ation
as drafted.

And certainly, M. Schiller, the
opportunity to submt, in witing, comments so that
we can really consider it -- and we understand that
you m ght have sone concern with it, but | think
that the best forumis to take advantage of the
opportunity to provide witten comments regarding
the regul ation so that we can consider it, which
is the purpose for the opportunity to provide
coment. And, again, that is open for coment and
it has been since January 23rd.

And then with respect to the second matter

CHAIR THOMPSON: Can | just comrent on that
real quick?

M5. STROUD: Yes, umhm

CHAIR THOMPSON: 1'd al so note that 1407.2

says the Board may wai ve a defect for good cause
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M5. STROUD: Um hm

CHAIR THOMPSON: -- notw thstanding the
details of 1407.1. So, in the scenario you
menti oned where the voter's identified, the nane
is known, if an address is illegible, that strikes
nme as sonething that's curable.

It may take a little bit of work in the
chal | enge stage, but it doesn't strike ne as
sonething that's fatal --

M5. STROUD: That's correct, yeah.

CHAIR THOMPSON: -- in any event. So, |
-- but | think it's inportant for us to drill down
on this and thank you so nuch for that question.

M5. STROUD: And | cannot speak to, and
| don't want to, you know, respond with respect to
sonet hi ng that happened in the front office that
| was not aware, but what was your question with
respect to what is permssible?

MR, SCHI LLER: Does a canpaign commttee
have to wthdraw a ballot initiative to resubmt

a ballot initiative?
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So, we were told at the front office by
staff that in order to submt our third draft of
the ballot initiative, we had to withdraw the second
one.

Wel |, that day we were preparing | egal
briefs to take the Board to court, but we couldn't
take the Board to court the nonment we wi thdrew that
bal lot initiative because it becones noot at that
point. So, that's the question.

| s a canpaign required to wthdraw before
they can resubmt?

MS. STROUD: No.

MR, SCHI LLER: Ckay.

M5. STROUD: And ny under st andi ng, you
know, is that the -- ny understanding was that the
canpaign said or indicated that it would be
wi t hdrawi ng the neasure, if we're tal king about the
sane one.

so, | amnot -- but, no, that's not the
case. And so, we will determ ne what actually
happened, but | was not aware that you were told

that you had to in order to resubmt an updated
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ver si on.

My under st andi ng was that you intended --
or the canpaign intended to withdraw the neasure.

MR. SCHI LLER Ckay. Well, | don't want
to get into the weeds of it. M understanding, from
t he proposer, is that he was told by the front office
staff in order to resubmt, you had to w thdraw

And so, he felt coerced into that respect
where he was like I"'mhere to resubmt, and they're
telling me | have to withdraw, so I'mgoing to
W t hdr aw.

He didn't know, by withdrawing, that it
al so ended the canpaign's ability to take | egal
action on the matter. He just didn't know the ins
and outs of the law, so to speak.

So, when a staff nenber says, you have to
wthdraw this in order to resubmt it, he's |ike,
okay, we want to keep noving forward, but they didn't
know that the act of withdrawi ng, submtting the
w thdraw, ended the ability to take action or conpel
the Board to accept the second draft of the ball ot

initiative as proper subject matter.
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So, it was kind of frustrating on ny end
and | think it mght be sonething to instruct all
staff that if a canpaign is resubmtting a ball ot
initiative, they are not required to wi thdraw the
previous iteration of it.

That if i1t's like, you know, standard, all
the staff know that this is howit is, then, in the
future, if a proposer cones in, they're not being
told incorrect information.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Thank you so nuch. Qur
registrar is here.

Marissa Corrente, did you want to address
some of these issues?

M5. CORRENTE: Good norning. Thank you.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah.

M5. CORRENTE: Again, ny name is Marissa
Corrente. | serve as the registrar. | pulled the
different iterations, which are three, of the
initiative that have been submtted or w thdrawn,
and tal ked to staff who signed off on the forns.

And staff's recollection of the event is

that they just -- on the 16th, they asked if the
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proposer wanted to withdraw the initiative. They
didn't feel or renenber that they forced themto.

They asked the question and the proposer
said, yes. So, they provided the docunentation and
noved forward as they did.

So, I wll of course go over everything
with the team and make sure that we're clear, but
their recollection of the event does not necessarily
align. So --

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah, it doesn't nake
sense that they would say that.

M5. CORRENTE: And, you know, | obviously,
i ke, yeah. So, we have docunentation of what to
do and we'll just -- I'll talk to the team about
it --

MR, SCHI LLER  Ckay.

M5. CORRENTE: -- but just wanted to share
t hat we have --

MR. SCHI LLER Yeah

M5. CORRENTE: -- followed up on this and
share what | found.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Wl |, thanks for stepping
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in to address that.

M5. STROUD: And | just want to add | think
that when -- and I'mlooking at email -- an enai
exchange that took place and | recall that it was
I ndi cated that new | anguage was going to be
subm tted.

And | asked that, you know, | be advised
as to your intention concerning the neasure that
we di scussed today -- or yesterday, and this was
wth respect to the neeting that we had on the
previ ous neasure.

And, you know, there was -- so, | know that
| asked what the intention was, which should nake
clear that it's not -- you're not required. |
want ed to know what you intended to do with respect
to one neasure versus the other.

And then when you cane in and it was
I ndi cated that you were withdrawi ng the neasure
that, you know, so there was no indication that you
were required to turnin. | wanted to ask what you
intended to do with respect to the neasure.

MR. SCHI LLER Understood and | appreciate
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your context. | think -- because | was on that enai
chai n that norning.

| think it was just a m sunderstanding with
t he proposer who was not fully, | guess, did not
fully understand the gravity of the w thdraw.

He knew that they were supposed to submt,
and | think we just have a differing of opinion of
how it transpired. And |I'll settle up there because
| think it's water under the bridge, because things
are noving forward otherwi se. So, | appreciate
your tinme on this.

And | don't want to take up too nuch of
your tinme, but, since Marissa is here, | do have
a question, but I'mwlling to |let others ask other
questions if there's other people in the queue ahead
of ne.

CHAI R THOWSON: Why don't you go ahead
and -- because | think we're just about to concl ude.
MR. SCHI LLER Ckay. Concerning
Adm ni strative Order 2510 which concerns the

requi rement of the Initiative 83 petition

circulators to attend a DC Board of El ections
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training, how are canpai gns able to know t hat
circulators that they are hiring have conpleted this
training without being required to contact the Board
of El ections?

| have a nore thorough email that | wll
be sending Marissa and Terri |ater today, but the
general gist is nmy suggestion is that the Board nake
a page that lists all the people who have attended
the Board of Elections training so that anyone who,
you know, wants to be hired as a petition circulator
for any canpaign into the future, can easily go to
the Board of Elections' website and see if that
person has attended a training.

And that's, you know, Initiative 83
circulators, it's candidates, it's whoever has
attended a training, because they can be used as
that person's -- a skill that they actually can say
-- a marketable skill that, yes, | have attended
a Board of Elections training as a petition
circulator. You can go onto the Board of Elections
website and see that |'ve attended this training.

So, instead of creating sonme sort of, |iKke,
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bl ack |ist of people that are subject to the
enforcenent who m ght not have ever even changed
the petition thenselves, that a canpai gn doesn't
have to constantly ask the Board of Elections, hey,
can | have the updated training list of who s been
trai ned?

And sone canpai gns are not even aware of
the adm nistrative order and they mght hire a
circulator, and the circulator mght attend a
training through that canpai gn and think that
they've actually fulfilled the obligation.

So, I wll send that email later and |
appreci ate your tinme on this.

M5. CORRENTE: Thank you. Yeah, we'll take
t hat under advi senent.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah. Thanks so nuch,
yeah. (Qbviously, on sonething like that | defer
entirely to our registrar and our staff, but we'll
certainly think about that.

So, I'lIl just take the opportunity to say
thank you to our registrar and her staff. 1It's an

I ncredi bly busy tine, obviously, at the Board of
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El ections, but we're really in full swing here with
candi dat es having picked up petitions.

And starting on February 23rd, | think,
they're going to start to file their nom nating
petitions.

And then it's really going to be crunch
time for a couple of weeks as we cope with assessing
t hose petitions, counting ballot signatures,
dealing with chall enges and going to adjudication
on sone of those things.

MS. CORRENTE: More |like a nonth and a hal f.

CHAI R THOWPSON: Yeah. Right now, we're
| ooking -- if you ever hiked a big nountain before,
you know, it's just a battle. Then you see the peak,
i ke, way up there still |like you got a |ong way
to go.

So, this is an advanced thank you for how
much work is ahead --

M5. CORRENTE: Sure.

CHAIR THOWSON: -- for you and your
staff.

M5. CORRENTE: | would love to just also
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shout out the team the voter services team because
t hey' ve been working really hard.

W' ve had a huge anopunt of candi dates
especially on that first day. | think nore people
came in on the first day ahead of the snowstorm

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah.

MS5. CORRENTE: And so, they've been doing
really incredi ble work --

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeabh.

M5. CORRENTE: -- and just want to thank
themfor everything they' re doing to serve DC and,
you know, the denocratic process.

CHAI R THOMPSON: Yeah, really inpressive.

And we're doing great if anybody out there is
wondering. So, thank you.

Wth that, I'll go ahead and nove that we
adjourn until our next regular neeting, which |
think is March -- the first Wednesday in March, |
t hi nk.

|s there a second?

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | second.

CHAIR THOMPSON: All right. Al in favor?
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67
Aye.

MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 11:41 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.

e Mo

Lauren Matti son
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